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The Library will be closed:
Wednesday, November 27,  
 closing at 5pm
Thursday, November 28
Tuesday, December 24
Wednesday, December 25
Tuesday, December 31,  
 closing at 12pm
Wednesday, January 1
Library Hours
Monday–Thursday 9 am–9 pm
Friday and Saturday 9 am–5 pm

Telephone
630-879-1393
Fax: 630-879-9118
TTY: 630-879-8335
Home Delivery:   
 630-879-1393, ext. 290
Library Director
George H. Scheetz

Sunday 12–5 pm (Sept.–May)
Sunday 1–4 pm (June–Aug.)

Library Trustees
Douglas Sullivan, President
Maureen Jakubowski, Vice President
Cara Schuster, Secretary
Tom Von Lunen, Treasurer
Diane Blodgett
Andrew Deitchman 
Francine McGuire-Popeck

Borrow books 
on Nooks®!
Beginning in November, 

the Library will circulate 
preloaded Nook Simple 

Touch® eReaders. Of the 19 Nooks 
available to borrow, 12 contain 
books for children and seven 
contain books for adults and teens.

“Many library users have their 
own eReaders and purchase or 
borrow eBooks,” explained Stacey 
Peterson, Adult Services manager. 
“The Library will check out Nooks 
for patrons who would like to try 
an eReader or who do not wish to 
purchase one.”

Each Nook contains 10 to 40 
books. The books on the seven 
Adult Services Nooks for adults and 
teens are grouped into: mystery, 
thriller, women’s fiction, historical 
fiction, young adult books, and 
nonfiction. Authors include Jodi 
Picoult, P. D. James, Philippa 
Gregory, Brad Thor, Vince Flynn, 
Stephen Hunter, and many more.

The Nooks for children are 
grouped into: realistic fiction, 
fantasy, humor and sports, early 
chapter books, 2014 Caudill 
nominees, 2014 Bluestem nominees, 

science fiction and survival/
adventure, historical fiction and 
mystery/ghost stories, Newbery 
award-winners and other classics, 
and animal fiction. 

“Students, parents, and teachers 
are interested in seeing more 
juvenile literature in eBook format,” 
explained Joanne Zillman, Youth 
Services Manager. “By circulating 
the Nooks, the Library is making a 
broad range of digital titles available 
to its patrons.”

To check the availability of a 
Nook, library users can search 
the Library catalog for “Nook” 
and should select “Batavia” under 

“library.” A list of the contents for 
the various Nooks will be kept on 
the counter to the left of the Check 
Out Desk, at the Reference Desk, 
and at the Youth Services Desk. 
One also can look up a specific 
title in the Library catalog and, if it 
is available on a circulating Nook, 
it will show up in the search as 
available on “Nook [number].”

Nooks have a loan period of 28 
days and can be renewed twice, 
provided there are no holds on the 
Nook. To borrow a Nook, library 
users should ask at the Check Out 
Desk.

A telephone survey regarding Library services will be 
conducted by the Northern Illinois University Center for 
Governmental Studies in November. If you are called, 

please take the time to answer questions. Your input 
will help the Library plan for the future.

Reminder: community phone survey in November

The Library begins loaning preloaded 
Nook Simple Touch® eReaders  

in November.



630-879-1393 • www.BataviaPublicLibrary.org

25

Under the Cupola
Parents/caregivers and their 3- to 7-year-olds now can 

enjoy a variety of interactive early literacy applications 
on an iPad while visiting the Library. The iPads can be 
picked up at the Youth Services Desk and borrowed for 
in-Library use only for one hour at a time. The Library 
currently owns two iPads loaded with apps that engage 
young minds.

In The Monster at the End of This Book app, Grover from 
Sesame Street® narrates the story, which features interac-
tive elements for child participation. In another app, 
Moody Monster Manor, children can learn about different 
emotions through interaction. Mother Goose rhymes, 
touch and movement games, dinosaur puzzles, and Mon-
tessori crosswords are a few of the other subjects featured 
in the eight apps currently installed on the iPads.

“Games improve motor skills as well as ‘practicing 
concepts’ such as letter recognition, sight word reading, 
counting, and simple math,” explained Allison Blaetz, 
Youth Services librarian. “By using the program apps on 
these iPads, children are exposed to technology they will 
use throughout their lives. Children are actively engaged, 
not just watching a screen.” 

Parents and caregivers should be prepared to show their 
Batavia Public Library card and photo ID at the Youth 
Services Desk to borrow an early literacy iPad.

iPads: Enhancing early literacy

New microfilm scanner
The Library’s newly acquired microfilm scanner does 

it all! The ViewScan II microfilm scanner/digital reader-
printer has optical character recognition (OCR), editing 
functions (such as digital image adjustments and crop-
ping), and sharing via e-mail or by saving to a Google 
Drive™ account. The microfilm scanner is located in the 
Local History Room and is available for public use. Ask 
at the Reference Desk for more information or for help 
using the ViewScan II. The new equipment was made 
possible by a bequest to the Library from the Estate of 
Lois M. Lockhart.

A fresh, new look
Parts of the Library’s four public restrooms will un-

dergo renovations this December. Countertops, sinks, 
and faucets will be replaced. 

The surfaces of the original countertops have deterio-
rated due to soap and water pooling on the surfaces over 
the past 12 years. The new countertops will be made 
of quartz, a stronger material than the original plastic 
laminate.

The renovations will take place on one level and then 
the other, after the first two restrooms are completed 
and usable again. Total renovation time is expected to 
take two to three weeks. December is typically a slower 
month at the Library, with fewer checkouts, programs, 
and visitors.

Batavia Chamber of Commerce, Part 2

As noted in Part 1, the Chamber Board embarked 
in a new direction in 1960.

From 1954–1960, there were four full-time, 
professional administrators, including Richard D. 
Sorenson (from Chicago), Jerome C. “Jerry” Kalvelage 
(from Evanston), George Klug (from Northbrook), 
and Batavia’s own Elizabeth R. “Peg” Bond.

After six years and four administrators, the 
Chamber’s stenographer, Marjorie S. Brown, was 
appointed Executive Secretary in June 1960. The 
position changed to a clerical role, and functioned for 
the next 23 years as an office secretary.

The “Welcome Mat Hostess Service” was established 
in October 1965. The first hostess was Phyllis Hied, 
followed in April 1969 by Betty Stephano.

Miss Batavia began in 1969 as “Boo Boo Days 
Queen.” As part of its first Water Carnival in 1971, 
the Batavia Park District sponsored Miss Batavia Park 
District, a contest for younger girls. In 1972, the two 
contests were combined under the auspices of the 
Chamber, and the winner (Amy Clark) served as both 
Miss Batavia and queen of the Boo Boo Days parade. 
In 1978, the Miss Batavia pageant (no longer part of 
Boo Boo Days) was affiliated with the Miss America 
pageant for the first time; the last pageant was held in 
1985.

Susan R. “Susie” Larson was appointed in April 
1971 as the fourth (and last) chamber secretary. Her 
predecessors were Marjorie S. Brown, Garnet W. 
Blackard, and Carol D. Wallace.

The first Golf Outing was held in April 1972 in 
conjunction with the annual spring banquet, and the 
inaugural Ole Awards were presented in December 
1976 at the annual winter banquet.

“The Ole Awards will be given by the chamber 
each year to the Batavia establishment that shows the 
best exterior improvements,” reported the Batavia 
Chronicle. According to Mayor Jeffery D. Schielke, 
the awards were named by Philip B. Elfstrom 
to commemorate the Scandinavian carpenters, 
craftsmen, and cabinet-makers who helped build 
Batavia. The first Grand Prize—renamed “Grand Ole” 
in 1977—was presented to Batavia’s Depot Museum.

After 23 years and four chamber secretaries, 
Donna L. Dallesasse began work as the fifth full-time, 
professional administrator on 1 October 1983—the 
first with the title “Executive Director”—and Batavia 
was on the cusp of a new era. (to be continued)

 George H. Scheetz
 Director
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Storytimes

Sensory Storytime
Wed., Nov. 13, 4:30pm
Ages 3–6 with a caregiver
This storytime is designed 
for children who have 
autism spectrum disorder 
or other developmental 
disabilities. Child and 
caregiver will enjoy stories, 
songs, movement games, 
and sensory activities. 
Registration required. 

Holiday Storytime 
Specials
All holiday storytimes 
are drop-in programs. No 
registration required.   

Lap Sit Storytime
Mon., Dec. 9, 10am
Tues., Dec. 10, 10am
Ages 2–3 with a caregiver
Enjoy stories, rhymes, and 
more.  

Family Storytime
Mon., Dec. 9, 7pm
Families with children 
through age 7  

Baby Storytime–
Pre-Walkers
Tues., Dec. 10, 11am
Babies with a caregiver 
Babies through 23 months 
who are not yet walking 
will enjoy this interactive 
program including songs, 
nursery rhymes, lap games, 
and book-sharing. We ask 
that care arrangements be 
made outside of class for 
older siblings. 

ABC Storytime
Wed., Dec. 11, 10am
Wed., Dec. 11, 1pm
Thurs., Dec. 12, 10am
Ages 3–6 
Activities, Books, and 
Craft program for children 
without a caregiver  

Babies & Tots 
Storytime
Fri., Dec. 13, 10am
Babies and tots through 35 
months with a caregiver 
Songs, rhymes, and stories. 
We ask that care arrange-
ments be made outside of 
class for older siblings. 

Baby Storytime–
Walkers
Fri., Dec. 13, 11am
Babies with a caregiver 
Babies through 23 months 
who are already walking 
will enjoy songs, nursery 
rhymes, finger plays, 
games, and book-sharing.  

Preschool Storytime
Fri., Dec. 13, 1pm
Ages 3–6 
Younger siblings are 
welcome. An adult must 
accompany children 
younger than 4 years old. 

For Students

After School 
Adventures! 
Thurs., Nov. 7–Nov. 21, 
4pm
Grades 3–5
What happened on the 
day you were born? We’ll 
use the Library’s new 
databases to track down 
events that happened on 
the same date as your 
birthday. Then you can 
design a poster all about 
you using Microsoft 
Publisher. Each participant 
will receive a copy of his 
or her personal poster to 
take home. This hands-
on computer experience 
will be held in the Youth 
Services computer 
room. Space is limited. 
Registration required.

Fire Is Catching…
Fri., Nov. 8, 2–3pm
Grades 6–8
Prepare for the upcoming 
movie release of Catching 
Fire in our training 
facility. You’ll learn how 
to tie knots, practice 
camouflage, identify 
plants, and practice virtual 
swordsmanship. We’ll also 
have Hunger Games trivia 
and prizes! Registration 
required. 

Anybook Club
Tues., Nov. 12, 4pm
Tues., Dec. 10, 4pm
Grades 4–8 
Join us for snacks, games, 
and book-related banter. 
You can talk about books 
you’ve read, and we’ll tell 
you about some you might 
like. You don’t have to read 
anything in particular, just 
come to enjoy activities. 
Registration required. 

Late Night at the 
Library
Fri., Nov. 15, 6–9pm 
Grades 3–5
After-hours program 
that includes a scavenger 
hunt, games, pizza, and a 
guest performer. Parental 
permission form and 
$3 per participant are 
required at registration. 
Register in person at the 
Youth Services Desk 
beginning Nov. 1. Space 
is limited. Priority is given 
to Batavia Public Library 
cardholders and students 
attending Batavia schools.

Parents are invited to the 
annual Preschool Fair,  
Nov. 4, 6:30–8pm.
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And Don’t Miss . . . No registration required.

Book Gems
Tues., Nov. 19, 6pm
Gooney Bird and the Room 
Mother by Lois Lowry
Tues., Dec. 17, 6pm
A Ghost Tale for Christmas 
Time by Mary Pope Osborne
Grades 2–3
Book club and activities for 
young readers. Registra-
tion required; begins four 
weeks prior to the discus-
sion. Reserve a copy of the 
book when registering.

Book Worms
Wed., Nov. 20, 4:30pm
Wed., Dec. 11, 4:30pm
Grades K–1
Themed story and craft 
time. Registration required. 

Book Beat
Thurs., Nov. 21, 7pm
Diary of a Wimpy Kid by 
Jeff Kinney vs. Dork Diary 
by Rachel Renee Russell
Thurs., Dec. 19, 7pm
The Hobbit  
by J. R. R. Tolkien
Grades 4–8
Join us for book discus-
sion, activities, and 
re freshments. Registration 
required; begins 4 weeks 
prior to the discussion. Re-
serve a copy of the book 
when registering.  

Lego® Fun 
Fri., Dec. 27, 10am
Fri., Jan. 3, 10am
Ages 7–11
Build a Lego creation 
at the Library using the 
Library’s Legos. Creations 
will be displayed in the 
Library. Batavia Public 
Library card required. 
Admittance is first-come, 
first served with Batavia 
Public Library Card.

Game Day 
Thurs., Jan. 2, 2–4pm
Ages 7–14
Looking for something to 
do over break? Did you 
get a new game for the 
holidays that you want to 
play with others? Come 
to the Library for some 
indoor games. We’ll play 
Wii, DDR, chess, and 
board games. Bring your 
new game and find a new 
player to challenge. No 
registration required.  

For Families

Preschool Fair
Mon., Nov. 4, 6:30–8pm
Trying to decide on a 
preschool for your child? 
Stop by the Library for a 
look at various Batavia and 

Geneva preschools. The 
6:30–8pm open house 
format offers parents and 
caregivers the opportunity 
to talk to many preschools 
at one time in one 
location. No registration 
required.

It’s Going to Sting 
Me!
Sun., Nov. 10, 2pm
Jim Walser, of C.R.I.CKET 
(Chicago Region Interpret-
ers), will share funny sto-
ries of the creepy, crawly 
animals that nobody 
loves—spiders, snakes, bees, 
and wasps. We’ll learn to 
face our fears and have 
a healthy respect for all 
animals. Join the fun (and 

meet a live snake and 
tarantula). Children ages 
3–11 will have the oppor-
tunity to win a free admis-
sion to the Brookfield Zoo. 
This is a “Young Friends 
Event” sponsored by the 
Friends of the Batavia 
Public Library. No registra-
tion required. Doors to the 
Meeting Room open at 
1:45pm.

Celebration of Lights
Sun., Dec. 1, 6:15–7pm
Batavia Depot Museum
Drop in for holiday 
readings at the Depot 
Museum. No registration 
required.

Drop-In Craft
Sat., Nov. 16,  
 10am–12pm
Mon., Nov. 18, 6–8pm 
Mon., Dec. 16, 6–8pm 
Wed., Dec. 18,  
 10am–12pm
Sat., Dec. 21, 1–3pm

Chess Knight
Tues., Nov. 26, 7–8pm
Thurs., Dec. 26, 7–8pm
Thurs., Jan. 2, 7–8pm
Ages 8 and older

Students, teens, and 
adults of all skill levels are 
welcome. 

Bingo
Wed., Nov. 27, 11am
Mon., Dec. 23, 11am 
Fri., Jan. 3, 1pm
Ages 3–14
Children age 5 and 
younger must be 
accompanied by an adult 
or older sibling.
Note: On Dec. 23, make 

your own holiday-themed 
bingo card with Heather 
Wnek from Stampin’ Up 
and then use it to play 
bingo.

Movies at the Library
Fri., Nov. 29, 11am 
Families
Mon., Dec. 30, 11am 
Families
Mon., Dec. 30, 2pm 
Grades 6–8
Please call the Library for 

movie title, length, and 
rating.

Hot Chocolate & 
Doodles
Thurs., Dec. 26, 1–3pm
Children are invited to 
stop by the Library for a 
cup of hot chocolate and 
to draw or doodle on our 
oversized mural. Children 
age 6 and younger must be 
accompanied by an adult 
or older sibling.

Families are invited to learn about creepy, crawly animals 
and meet a live tarantula, Nov. 10.
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Monthly Programs
No registration required. 

Feature Programs
Registration required.

Holiday Sing-Along
Sun., Dec. 22, 2pm
Celebrate the season! Singer/
musician Tom Malouf will lead 
participants in a variety of 
traditional and contemporary carols, 
putting everyone in a holiday mood. 

Book Discussions
Tues., Nov. 12, 7:30pm
When You Reach Me by Rebecca Stead
Sixth-grader Miranda finds herself in the midst of a 
mysterious situation involving secret notes and time 
travel. This 2010 Newbery Medal winner is not just for 
kids!

January book discussion selection:  
The Dinner by Herman Koch

Books Between Bites
Thurs., Nov. 21, 12pm
Kessen’s Kronikles: The Adventures of a Cross Country 
Canine, presented by Jennifer Rae Trojan, its author
Thurs., Dec. 19, 12pm
Give Me Chocolate, presented by Annie Hansen, its 
author

Batavia author Annie Hansen



Teen Programs

TAG, You’re It!
Tues., Nov. 12, 7–8pm
One way to volunteer at the 
Library is to serve in our new Teen 
Advisory Group (TAG). Tell us 
what kinds of programs you would 
like offered and help make them 
happen. Get more information and 
an application at the Reference 
Desk.

Anime Club
Thurs., Nov. 14, 6:30–9pm
Teens ages 13 and older are invited 
to watch anime movies, preview 
new shows on DVD, and meet other 
anime and manga enthusiasts. Write 
to Anime@BataviaPublicLibrary.org 
for more information. 

Teen Gaming Night
Wed., Nov. 20, 6–9pm
Play a video game, board game, 
and/or collectible card game. Match 
your strategy skills and luck against 
a member of the Anime Club.

Fun Stuff
No registration required.

Programs for adults and teens
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Sundays on Stage
Registration required.

ACT Practice Test
Sun., Nov. 3, 12:30–4pm
Take a free practice ACT test 
with scoring by Kaplan. Bring a 
calculator, pencils, water, and an 
energy snack. Kaplan will call 

test-takers with results in about 
two weeks. Registration required. 
Please register early—15 participants 
are needed for the event to run. 
Program limited to 24 participants.

College and Career
Registration required.

Assistance Available: Please 
contact the Library at least seven 
days prior to a Library-sponsored 
program or event if you require 
any special accommodations, 
such as an American Sign 
Language interpreter. The 
Library can be reached by phone 
at 630-879-1393, ext. 200; by TTY 
at 630-879-8335; or via e-mail to 
AskUs@BataviaPublicLibrary.org. 

Mary Todd Lincoln 
Remembers
Sun., Nov. 24, 2pm
As she prepares to leave for Europe, 
Mary Todd Lincoln reminisces 
about the time when her only living 
son, Robert, had her committed 
for insanity. Presenter Pam Brown 
is an actor and director and has 
portrayed Mary Lincoln in several 
stage productions and two National 
Geographic documentaries.
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Registration Information:  
One-hour, hands-on computer classes. Registration is required; please call the Reference Desk, 630-879-1393, ext. 200.

Introduction to Microsoft 
Word 2007, Part 2**
Thurs., Dec. 5, 9am
Font and background colors; text 
boxes, clip art, and photos; bulleted 
and numbered lists; tables; lines, 
arrows, and autoshapes; page 
numbers; and page setup

Introduction to Microsoft 
Word 2007, Part 3**
Thurs., Dec. 12, 9am
Headers and footers, section breaks, 
WordArt, page borders, footnotes, 
endnotes, tables, charts, and mail 
merge

Introduction to Microsoft 
Excel 2007**
Tues., Jan. 14, 9am

Introduction to Microsoft 
PowerPoint 2007**
Tues., Jan. 7, 9am

Internet Classes 
Basic computer skills, including mouse and keyboard proficiency, are required.

*Internet proficiency required:

Introduction to the Internet
Wed., Nov. 20, 9am

Library Catalog Instruction
Wed., Dec. 4, 7pm
20-minute class

Searching the Internet*
Tues., Nov. 26, 9am

Shopping on the Internet*
Tues., Dec. 3, 9am
Amazon and eBay   

Other Computer Classes 
Basic computer skills, including mouse and keyboard proficiency, are required.

**Microsoft Word proficiency required:

Introduction to Microsoft Word 2007,  
Part 1
Mon., Nov. 18, 9am
Create documents and folders; edit; change font style 
and size, underline, italicize, make bold, and center 
text; and save.

Computer Mouse Basics
Tues., Nov. 19, 9am

Computer classes for adults

Computer 
Coaching Sessions
Need some basic 
computer training? 
Schedule an 
appointment with a Technology/Reference 
Assistant, who will provide a one-hour, one-on-
one coaching session based on your individual 
needs. Available Monday–Thursday, 5–8pm. 
Batavia Public Library card required. Contact the 
Reference Desk for details.

Support the Batavia Public Library by 
making a tax-deductible contribution 

online at MyBatavia.org

The Library pages in Neighbors of 
Batavia are funded in part by the  

Friends of the Batavia Public Library and 
the Batavia Public Library Foundation.
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Stay connected to your Library

Follow the Library on 
Facebook, Twitter 

and Flickr!

Fall programs at the Library included 
something for all ages: Totally Terrific 

Turtles, a visit from young adult author 
Deanna Frances, and the 

Batavia Windmill Symposium.

Subscribe to Wired, the Library’s monthly eNewsletter, 
to receive program information for adults, teens, and 
children, special event announcements, and other 
Library news. To subscribe, go to BataviaPublicLibrary.
org > About the Library > News > eNewsletter and submit 
your e-mail address. Or, you can give your e-mail 
address to a clerk at the Check Out Desk and ask to be 
put on the eNewsletter mailing list.

Do you enjoy the Library’s New Lyceum Lecture 
Series? The Library also sends announcements of 
upcoming lectures to those on an e-mail list just for 
the New Lyceum Lecture Series. E-mails are sent 
approximately three weeks prior to a lecture and 
contain a link to registration. To be added to the e-mail 
list for this series, go to BataviaPublicLibrary.org > 
Program/Events and submit your e-mail address.


