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The Library will be closed:
Sunday, May 25
Monday, May 26

Library Hours
Monday–Thursday 9 am–9 pm
Friday and Saturday 9 am–5 pm
Sunday 12–5 pm (Sept.–May)
Sunday 1–4 pm (June–Aug.)

Telephone
630-879-1393
Fax: 630-879-9118
TTY: 630-879-8335
Home Delivery:   
 630-879-1393, ext. 290

Library Director
George H. Scheetz

Library Trustees
Douglas Sullivan, President
Maureen Jakubowski, Vice President
Cara Schuster, Secretary
Tom Von Lunen, Treasurer
Diane Blodgett
Andrew Deitchman 
Francine McGuire-Popeck

You have questions? We have answers!

Have you ever wondered why an earphone is called 
a Bluetooth? Or the significance of a pilcrow? Or how 
much, exactly, is a skosh? You have come to the right 
place—your Batavia Public Library.

A skosh [sko- sh] is a small amount, a bit, or a 
smidgen, as in “The coronation was a skosh less formal 
than one might like.” It derives from the Japanese word 
sukoshi, “a little,” and its first known use was in 1952. It 
appeared in military slang during the Korean War.

Invented by telecom vendor Ericsson in 1994, 
bluetooth is a wireless technology standard for 
exchanging data over short distances. The name 
is the epithet of Harald Bluetooth, the 10th-
century king who united dissonant Danish tribes 

into a single kingdom and created an empire around 
the North Sea.

This colorful name was proposed in 1997 by Jim 
Kardach, who developed a system that would allow 
mobile telephones to communicate with computers. 
At the time, he was reading Frans Gunnar Bengtsson’s 
historical novel, The Long Ships, about the Vikings 
and their king, Harald Bluetooth. The name suggests 

that Bluetooth technology does the same thing with 
communications protocols; that is, it unites them into 
one universal standard. The Bluetooth logo is actually 
a bind rune—a combination of two runes, in this case 
symbols for Hagall and Bjarkan —that represents 
Harald Bluetooth’s initials.

The fascinating pilcrow (¶) has ties to some of the 
greatest events in human history, including the rise of 
the Roman Catholic Church and the invention of the 
printing press. It most recently inspired an entire book, 
Shady Characters: The Secret Life of Punctuation, Symbols 
& Other Typographical Marks, by Keith Houston. Also 
known as the paragraph mark, the pilcrow, for such a 
humble, rarely used mark, has a surprisingly complex 
history, which, as Houston reports, is “intertwined 
with the evolution of modern writing.” Find Shady 
Characters (the book!) at the Batavia Public Library.

Language is something to celebrate, and today is the 
perfect day to do it. March forth to speak well, write 
well, and help others do the same!

 George H. Scheetz
 Director

Library employees united for this photo during “I Love Batavia Public Library,” Winter Library Club 2014.

Summer is almost here and that means the Library is 
gearing up for Summer Reading Club (SRC). We’re 
booking entertainers, creating cool programs for 

kids, and planning fun book discussions to stimulate 
young brain cells during the summer break from school.

SRC is an eight-week independent reading incentive 
program. Participants earn small rewards as they reach 
the goals on their individual reading logs. Students read, 
and preschoolers listen to stories. 

“Paws to Read,” Summer Reading Club 2014, runs 
June 7 through Aug. 2. Babies, preschoolers, and 
students can register for SRC in the Youth Services 
department beginning May 28. Yes, babies can be 
involved, too, by participating in early literacy activities 
with their parents. 

This summer, many SRC activities and programs are 
related to animals. Students will track animals, make 
balloon animals, read to specially trained dogs, enjoy 
a show featuring Robin’s Dog Stars, go crazy over cats, 
and attend a Barkin’ Bulldog party. Participants can 
enjoy these activities, as well as many other contests and 
summer fun events, including an after-hours Family Fun 
Night and SRC finale featuring an entertainer and door 

prizes.
The fun 

begins on Sat., 
June 7, when 
the SRC 
Kickoff takes 
place from 
11am to 3pm. 
Children and 
their parents 
are invited to 
the Library 
for lemonade, 
cookies, and 

a craft activity. June 7 is also the first day children can 
bring their reading logs back to the Library to begin 
collecting rewards.

While there are no balloon animals or dog tricks for 

teens and adults this summer, they can earn a small 
reward and be entered into a drawing for fabulous 
prizes at the conclusion of SRC by reading or listening 
to four books. Teens and adults can pick up reading logs 
at the Reference Desk beginning May 28, and return 
them June 7 through Aug. 2.

“Paws” to read this summer at the Library—we’ll be 
ready and waiting for you!

Getting ready

Robin’s Dog Stars perform at the Library, 
June 11.



Batavia Public Library

Programs and activities for youth
Registration Information: Stop by or call the Youth Services Desk, 630-879-1393, ext. 500, for more information and to register. 
Priority is given to Batavia Public Library cardholders for all programs requiring registration. Unless otherwise noted, May program 
registration begins May 1, June program registration begins May 19, and July program registration begins June 15. 
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For Babies, Tots, 
and Preschoolers  

Babies & Tots 
Storytime
Fri., May 2, 10am
Fri., June 13, 27, 10am
Babies and tots through 35 
months with a caregiver 
Drop in for songs, rhymes, 
and stories. We ask that 
care arrangements be 
made outside of class for 
older siblings. No registra-
tion required. Batavia Pub-
lic Library card required.

Preschool Drop-In 
Storytime
Fri., May 2, 1pm
Ages 3–6 
Younger siblings welcome. 
An adult must accompany 
children under the age of 
4 years. No registration 
required.

Book Character Visit
Fri., May 9, 11am
Spot
Barnes & Noble Booksell-

ers will bring Spot to the 
Library for stories and ac-
tivities. Bring your camera! 
No registration required.

Sensory Storytime 
Sat., June 14, 1pm
Ages 3–8 with a caregiver
This structured storytime 
for children with develop-
mental disabilities incorpo-
rates stories, music, move-
ment activities, and free 
play. Class size is limited. 
Siblings and friends are 
welcome if space permits. 
Registration required.

Lap Sit Storytime
Mon., June 16, 10am
Tues., July 1, 10am
Ages 2–3 with a caregiver
Enjoy stories, rhymes, 
and more. Registration 
required. 

Family Storytime
Mon., June 16, 7pm
Families with children 
through age 7
Bring mom, dad, grandma, 
and grandpa for a howling 

good time of sto-
ries and activities. 
No registration 
required. 

ABC Storytime
Wed., June 11, 10am
Thurs., June 26, 10am
Ages 3–6 
Activities, Books, and Craft 
program for children with-
out a caregiver. Registra-
tion required.

Baby Storytime
Tues., July 1, 11am
Babies through 23 months 
with a caregiver 
Interactive program for 
babies with stories, rhymes, 
and music. No registration 
required. Batavia Public 
Library card required.

Signing Fun
Fri., July 11, 10am
Ages 0–18 months with a 
caregiver
Fri., July 11, 11am
Ages 18–36 months with a 
caregiver
Licensed sign language 
interpreter Sheryl Ebersold 
shows how to incorporate 
sign language into daily 
activities with signs, songs, 
and more. Space is limited. 

For Students

Anybook Club
Tues., May 13, 4pm
Wed., June 18, 11am
Grades 4–8 
Join us for snacks, games, 
and book-related banter. 
You can talk about books 
you’ve read, and we’ll tell 
you about some you might 
like. You don’t have to read 
anything in particular, just 
come to enjoy book-re-
lated activities. Registration 
required. 

Truck Tales
Mon., May 19, 4pm
Ages 5–8
Love trucks? Enjoy truck 
stories with Gary Holm, 
Batavia’s Public Works 
director, after which 
children can climb aboard 
one of Batavia’s big trucks. 
Registration requested. 

Elephant and Piggie 
Party
Mon., June 9, 10am
Grades K–2
Don’t miss our party cel-
ebrating our favorite book 
characters, Elephant and 
Piggie. We’ll play games, 
learn some fun facts 
about elephants and pigs, 
make a craft, and read 
some Elephant and Piggie 
books. Get ready to party! 
Registration required. 

Pizza Tasting 
Tues., June 10, 1pm
Grades 6–8 
Come to a blind taste 
test of local and franchise 
pizzas! We’ll find out who 
has the best sauce, the 
best crust, and best pizza 
in Batavia! Registration 
required.

Book Buddies
Thurs., June 12, 11am
Tues., June 17, 2pm
Wed., June 25, 11am
Mon., June 30, 2pm
Ages 6–8
Young readers will be 
partnered with Junior Vol-
unteers for approximately 
one hour of reading. 
This program focuses on 
book-sharing rather than 

tutoring. Please register for 
each date your child will 
attend.  

Track It Down
Thurs., June 12, 2pm
Grades 3–5
Contemplating a future 
as an explorer? Discover 
whether you’ve got what it 
takes during a 90-minute 
Library scavenger hunt 
that will test your tracking 
skills. Using animal tracks 
and other clues, identify 
animals and then record 
their natural habitats and 
migration patterns on a 
giant map of the world. 
Create your own animal 
map and fact book to 
take home. Registration 
required.

Paws for Tales
Sat., June 14, 28, 
10–11:30am
Grades 1–4
Children are invited to 
practice their reading 
skills by reading aloud to 
a specially trained therapy 
dog. The goal of Paws for 
Tales is to create a positive, 
non-threatening, and fun 
environment in which 
reading aloud is enjoyed. 

Register for a 15-minute 
session. Presented by the 
Naperville Area Humane 
Society.

Animal Signs
Mon., June 16, 2pm
Grades 1–5
Who left that track be-
hind? Was something nib-
bling on that plant? Is that 
poop? Become an animal 
detective as you read the 
signs animals leave behind 
in this sometimes gross, 
yet intriguing, program. 
You can make your very 
own plaster cast of animal 
tracks to take home. This 
class is presented by the 
Frog Lady. Registration 
required. 

American Red Cross  
Babysitter’s Training 
Course
Tues., June 17,  
9:30am–5pm
Tues., July 8,  
9:30am–5pm
Ages 11–15 
A 7½-hour training course 
in which students learn 
basic babysitting skills and 
how to deal with emer-
gencies. Participants must 
attend entire session. Due 

to the popularity of this 
program, a lottery drawing 
will be held. Lottery regis-
tration for the June 17 class 
begins May 19, with the 
lottery drawing held on 
June 5. Lottery registration 
for the July 8 class begins 
June 15, with the lottery 
drawing held on June 26. 
Registration required. 
Sponsored by the Batavia 
Public Library Foundation. 

Lego® Fun
Fri., June 20, 10am
Ages 5–10
Use Library Lego bricks 
to create something to be 
displayed in the Library. 
Space is limited. Chil-
dren ages 5–6 must be 
accompanied by an adult. 
No registration required. 
Batavia Public Library card 
required.

Book Worms
Mon., June 23, 10am
Grades K–1
Stories, gamers and a craft. 
Registration required.     

Comic Book Fun
Tues., June 24, 
10am–12pm
All ages 
Are you a fan of comics 
and graphic novels? Pick 
up a free comic book, 
take a photo in our comic 
photo booth, learn to draw 
your favorite characters, 
and more! No registration 
required.

Book 
Gems
Wed., June 25, 2pm
Bad Kitty Gets a Bath  
by Nick Bruel
Grades 2–3
Join us for book discussion 
and activities. Registration 
required; reserve a copy of 
the book when registering.

Balloon Animal 
Workshop
Thurs., June 26, 1pm
Ages 7–14
Learn how to make cool 
balloon animals and take 
home everything you 
make during the class! 
Instructor Gary Kantor 
teaches balloon animal 
techniques. Parents are 
welcome to attend with 
their children. Space is lim-
ited. Registration required. 

Game Day
Tues., July 1, 2–4pm
Ages 7–14
Stop by the Library for 
games this afternoon! No 
registration required.

Barkin’ Bulldogs
Wed., July 2, 10am
Ages 4–8
Join us for a Batavia 
Bulldogs party. Wear your 
Bulldog gear and join us 
for stories, games, crafts, 
and “dog treats” (that is, 
refreshments). Registration 
required. 

Paws to Read
Summer Reading Club 2014

June 7–Aug. 2
Registration begins May 28

Junior Volunteers: Please turn in your applications 
for summer volunteer opportunities by May 17. 

Parents and babies 
are invited to 
Signing Fun,  
June 11.

Young readers 
can sign up for 
Book Buddies 
during Summer 
Reading Club. 
Check the 
program listing 
for dates offered.

programs continue  
on page 30



Teen Programs

Free Comic Book Day
Sat., May 3
Love comics and graphic novels? 
Stop by the Reference Desk today 
for a free comic book courtesy 
of Graham Crackers Comics in 
St. Charles.

Anime Club
Thurs., May 8 and June 12, 
6:30–9pm
Teens ages 13 and older are invited 
to watch anime movies, preview 
new shows on DVD, and meet 
other anime and manga enthusiasts. 

Magic the Gathering Club
Wed., May 21 and  
June 18, 7–8pm
Play Magic the Gathering with other 
teens. 

TAG! You’re It!
Tues., June 10, 7–8pm
Volunteer at the Library in the Teen 
Advisory Group (TAG). Let us know 
what kinds of programs you would 
like to see and help make them 
happen. 

Teen Writing Workshop
Tues., June 24, 7–8pm
Write the kinds of things you like to 

read. We will do a few writing exer-
cises and share what we’ve written. 

Gaming Night
Thurs., June 26, 6–9pm
Try out a video game, board game, 
and/or collectible card game. Match 
your strategy skills and luck against 
a member of the Anime Club. 

Microwave Magic
Mon., June 16, 7pm
Learn to make delicious snacks from 
scratch using a microwave oven. 
Registration required.

Fun Stuff
No registration required, with the exception of Microwave Magic.

Batavia Public Library

Programs for adults and teens
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Sundays on Stage

ACT practice test 
Sun., May 4, 12:30–4pm
Take a free practice ACT test with scoring by Kaplan. 
Bring a calculator, pencils, water, and an energy snack. 
Registration required. Please register early—15 partici-
pants are needed for the event to run. Program limited 
to 24 participants.

College and Career
Registration required.

Feature Programs

Monthly Programs
No registration required. 

Book Discussion
Tues., May 13, 7:30pm
The Map of Lost Memories  
by Kim Fay 
In this novel, set in the early 1900s, 
a woman sets out on a search for 
an archaeological treasure. History, 
politics, and art play a role in this 
story of discovery that could not 
only change history, but also the 
lives of those involved. 

Books Between Bites
Thurs., May 15, 12pm
A Girl of the Limberlost  
by Gene Stratton-Porter, presented 
by Pam Otto

New Lyceum Lecture Series: 
The Illinois Rogues Gallery
Mon., May 19, 7pm
Six Illinois governors were found 
guilty of corruption and at least 
one governor was acquitted under 
suspicious circumstances. Author 
Dave Clark talks about the history 
of corruption in Illinois—including 
former governors George Ryan 
and Rod Blagojevich and Dixon 
comptroller Rita Crundwell—and 
questions when Illinois will be ready 
for reform. 

Homemade Natural 
Toiletries
Sat., June 28, 1pm 
Librarian Lee Blakley demonstrates 
how to make natural, high-quality, 
shelf-stable soap, shampoo, lotion, 
deodorant, and 
moisturizer at a 
fraction of the 
cost you would 
pay for items of 
equal quality. 

The Amazing Dr. Franklin
Sun., June 29, 2pm
With a wink and a smile, ol’ Ben 
invites you to dinner, and over a 
fine glass of claret, shares stories 
of his youth, inventions, and folks 
of the revolution—cantankerous 
John Adams, bilious Arthur Lee, 
the bumbling British, the fascinat-
ing French, and the double-deal-
ing Dutch. R. J. Lindsay portrays 
America’s most clever ambassador, 
Benjamin Franklin.

Registration required.

Then Gov. Rod Blagojevich 
signs autographs at Illinois State 
University, in Aug. 2006

Photo: Erik AbErhAldEn

R. J. Lindsay portrays  
Benjamin Franklin, June 29.

Librarian Lee Blakley 
demonstrates how to make 
soap, shampoo, deodorant, 

and other toiletries, June 28.

For Families

Drop-In Craft
Tues., May 6, 10am–
12pm 
Sat., May 10, 1–3pm
Sat., June 7, 11am–3pm
Thurs., July 3, 1–3pm
All ages
Drop-in craft activities. 
Children ages 6 and 
younger must be accom-
panied by an adult. No 
registration required. 

Paws to Read
June 7–Aug. 2 
Children from birth 
through middle school 
are invited to participate 
in Summer Reading Club 
2014. Registration begins 
May 28. First day for 
logbook check-in is June 7. 

“Paws” to read and have 
fun at the Library this 
summer!

Summer Reading 
Club Kickoff
Sat., June 7, 11am–3pm
Make tracks to the Library 
today for the kickoff of 
“Paws to Read.” Enjoy 
lemonade, cookies, and a 
craft activity. Registration 
continues during June and 
July for Summer Reading 
Club and events.

Chess Knight
Tues., June 10–24, 7pm
Age 8 through adult
Participants should have 
a basic knowledge of the 
game of chess. No registra-
tion required.

Robin’s Dog Stars 
Wed., June 11, 7pm
Family program
Come! Sit! Stay! Meet 
Robin Bengtson’s four-
legged friends and 
be amazed by their 
entertaining tricks! See 
them jump through hoops, 
climb a ladder, and bring 
Robin a tissue when she 
sneezes. Seating is on a 
first-come, first-served 
basis. Doors open at 
6:45pm. No registration 
required.

Cat Crazy 
Thurs., June 19, 1–3pm
All ages 
Celebrate all things cat 
with Splat, Pete, and other 
feline friends. Drop by 
for games, crafts, and face 

painting—all cat-themed, 
of course! No registration 
required. 

Barnyard Bingo
Fri., June 27, 1pm
Ages 3–14
Play on regular bingo and 
specially designed barn-
yard bingo cards. Children 
ages 5 and younger must 
be accompanied by an 
adult or older sibling. No 
registration required.

Movie at the Library
Mon., June 30, 6:30pm
Please call the Library for 
movie title, length, and 
rating. No registration 
required.

continued from page 29
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Registration Information:  
One-hour, hands-on computer classes. Registration is required; please call the Reference Desk, 630-879-1393, ext. 200.

Introduction to Microsoft 
Word 2007, Part 2**
Tues., June 3, 9am
Font and background colors; text 
boxes, clip art, and photos; bulleted 
and numbered lists; tables; lines, 
arrows, and autoshapes; page num-
bers; and page setup

Introduction to Microsoft 
Word 2007, Part 3**
Tues., June 10, 9am
Headers and footers, section breaks, 
WordArt, page borders, footnotes, 
endnotes, tables, charts, and mail 
merge

Introduction to Microsoft 
PowerPoint 2007**
Thurs., June 26, 9am 

Introduction to Microsoft 
Excel 2007**
Mon., July 14, 9am

Internet Classes 
Basic computer skills, including mouse and keyboard proficiency, are required.

*Internet proficiency required:

Introduction to the Internet
Wed., May 21, 9am

Library Catalog Instruction
Thurs., May 29, 7pm
20-minute class

Other Computer Classes 
Basic computer skills, including mouse and keyboard proficiency, are required.

**Microsoft Word proficiency required:

Introduction to Microsoft Word 2007, 
Part 1
Tues., May 27, 9am
Create documents and folders; edit; change font style 
and size, underline, italicize, make bold, and center 
text; and save.

Resume Writing Basics
Tues., July 1, 9am
Microsoft Word 2007 resume templates. Internet profi-
ciency required. 
 

Computer Mouse Basics
Tues., May 20, 9am

Computer classes for adults News from the Friends

Support the Batavia Public Library by 
making a tax-deductible contribution 

online at MyBatavia.org
The Library pages in Neighbors of 
Batavia are funded in part by the  

Friends of the Batavia Public Library and 
the Batavia Public Library Foundation.

Follow the Library on

Computer Coaching Sessions
Schedule an appointment with a technology 
assistant for a 1-hour, one-on-one computer 
coaching session based on your individual needs. 
Sessions are available Monday–Thursday, 5–8pm. 
Batavia Public Library card required. Contact the 
Reference Desk for details.  

Searching the Internet*
Thurs., May 29, 9am

Introduction to Email*
Thurs., June 5, 9am

Reference Databases at the 
Library
Tues., June 3, 7pm

Genealogy on the Internet, 
Part 1
Wed., June 25, 9am

Genealogy on the Internet, 
Part 2
Wed., July 2, 9am

Why shop at the Friends of the Batavia Public Library 
book sales? Our customers will tell you:

“The Friends book sale has consistently been a treasure 
trove of bargains for all kinds of books. Plus, the staff is out-of-
this-world!”

  ~ Erik Ramberg

“I find the book sale interesting. I like building up my book 
collection.”

  ~ Louisa 

“The Friends book sales have a great selection and the 
people working there are so friendly and helpful. The books 
added to my shelf are always well loved.”

  ~ Kim Christensen 

“I like seeing all the types of books I can get.”
  ~ Madison

News from the Foundation
In March, the Batavia Public Library Foundation awarded two grants to 

the Library. One grant will fund three American Red Cross Babysitter’s 
Training Courses this summer. In addition, the Foundation renewed its 
season sponsorship of the New Lyceum Lecture Series, funding lectures for 
the 2014–2015 season. See page 30 for information on the next lecture, 
May 19.

Satisfied customers check out at the Friends book sale.

The following members of the Friends of the Batavia 
Public Library were elected to the Board of Directors 
for 2014: Jo Ann Smith, Barbara Palmer, Sara Sarkisian 
Bell, Bobbie Von Lunen, Sue Campbell, Helen Conrad, 

Rosemary Henders, and Elizabeth Larson. Also serving 
on the board are Francine McGuire-Popeck from the 
Board of Library Trustees and George H. Scheetz, 
Library director.

Check out the upcoming book sales in the lower 
level FriendSpace on May 3, July 5, and Aug. 9, from 
9:15am to 4pm, and the ongoing sale in the Friends 
Book Corner located across from the Library Check Out 
Desk whenever the Library is open. We appreciate your 
business.

Congratulations new Friends board members


