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The Library will be closed:
Wednesday, November 26— 

  closing at 5pm
Thursday, November 27
Wednesday, December 24
Thursday, December 25
Wednesday, December 31— 

  closing at 12pm
Thursday, January 1

Library Hours
Monday–Thursday 9 am–9 pm
Friday and Saturday 9 am–5 pm
Sunday 12–5 pm (Sept.–May)
Sunday 1–4 pm (June–Aug.)
Telephone
630-879-1393
Fax: 630-879-9118
TTY: 630-879-8335
Home Delivery:   
 630-879-1393, ext. 290

Library Director
George H. Scheetz

Library Trustees
Douglas Sullivan, President
Maureen Jakubowski, Vice President
Cara Schuster, Secretary
Tom Von Lunen, Treasurer
Diane Blodgett
Andrew Deitchman 
Francine McGuire-Popeck

The Library and the Batavia Public Library Foundation 
are pleased to host noted Massachusetts author and 
cultural historian, Nicholas A. Basbanes, at the Library, 
Wed., Nov. 12, at 7pm.

Basbanes’ presentation, “Pondering Paper—2,000 Years 
Young,” will highlight how paper has influenced and 
revolutionized civilization since its invention during the 
Han Dynasty in China (206 BC–220 AD). 

Think about this: We touch paper every day; it 
has thousands of uses—stationery, magazines, books, 
blueprints, toilet paper, shopping bags, wrapping paper, 
mailing tubes, cereal boxes, origami, etc. Even if all 
books, magazines, and newspapers were digitized, the 
need for paper would continue.

Basbanes will share interesting stories about 
paper, such as the National Security Agency’s secret 
documents being pulped by cryptologists and recycled 
into pizza boxes, and the paper mill that has been the 
exclusive supplier of paper for American currency since 
1879. 

Known for writing books about books and book 
culture, Basbanes has written articles for The New York 
Times, The Washington Post, and Smithsonian, and a 
column for Fine Books & Collections magazine. His latest 
book, On Paper: The Everything of Its Two-Thousand-Year 
History, was a finalist for the 2014 Andrew Carnegie 
Medal for Excellence in Nonfiction. He has written 
eight other books, including Every Book Its Reader (books 

that have shaped our culture), and A Gentle Madness 
(the passion and expense of book collecting). He is also 
an award-winning investigative reporter.

“Pondering Paper” is the 28th program in the Library’s 
New Lyceum Lecture Series and is sponsored by the 
Batavia Public Library Foundation. Registration is 
required. Register online at BataviaPublicLibrary.org or 
call the Reference Desk , 630-879-1393, ext. 200.

Nationally known author 
to speak at Library

Polar Palooza
Winter Library Club

Jan. 17—Feb. 28
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Under the Cupola
“Founders Room”

The Library has a large multipurpose room, 
designated as “Meeting Room A–B.” When a 
temporary wall is put in place, the space can serve as 
separate, smaller meeting rooms, which are designated 
as “Meeting Room A” and “Meeting Room B.”

The Board of Library Trustees recently renamed 
Meeting Room A and Meeting Room B and the 
combined space in honor of pioneer Batavia families 
that featured prominently in the Library’s founding 
and development.

Van Nortwick Room: Meeting Room A is now 
the “Van Nortwick Room” in honor of that family’s 
historic connection to the Library; to wit:—

John Van Nortwick, who originally owned the land 
upon which the Library is now situated, was a major 
benefactor of the Batavia Library Association, as 
well as the first Board President of the Batavia Public 
Library (1882–1890).
• John’s son, William M. Van Nortwick, succeeded his 

father as a Trustee.
• The Library was once located in two different 

buildings on the Island owned by members of the 
Van Nortwick family (1885–1902).

Newton Room: Meeting Room B is now the 
“Newton Room” in honor of that family’s historic 
connection to the Library; to wit:—
• Members of the Newton family were active in the 

Batavia Library Association.
• D. C. Newton was a founding Trustee of the Batavia 

Public Library (1882–1891).
• The Library was once located in two different 

Newton family homes on Batavia Ave.; viz., the Levi 
Newton home (1902–1921) and the D. C. Newton 
home (1921–1981).
Founders Room: Meeting Room A–B is now the 

“Founders Room,” to acknowledge that the Library 
had many different founders, not only from the Van 
Nortwick and Newton families, but other pioneer 
Batavia families, as well, who established, first the 
Batavia Library Association in 1866, and then 
the Batavia Public Library in 1881 as a center for 
education and culture, as well as wisdom, inspiration, 
civilization, and the arts.

Visit the Batavia Depot Museum, the Library’s Local 
History Room, and BataviaHistory.org to learn more 
about Batavia’s history.

 George H. Scheetz
 Director

The most common reaction to the 
current display in the Library’s Local 
History Room is something like, 
“Wow, I never knew…!”

The exhibit, “Batavia Brand—Local 
History on a National Scale,” 
features antique jars, tins, bottles, 
crocks, buckets, and more bearing 
the Batavia name, a house brand 
of the Sprague, Warner & Co. 
of Chicago. Sprague, Warner & 
Co. purchased a cannery based 
in Batavia, NY. At one time the 
company had more than 500 
products with the Batavia Brand 
label, including spices, jams, syrups, 
coffee, tea, mincemeat, and more. 

Batavia Brand products are 
visible in an enlarged photo (circa 
1911) showing the interior of the 
Kinne and Jeffery Co., a former 
department store in downtown 
Batavia, IL. The store stood on the 

south side of Wilson 
St. just east of Rt. 
25 (River St.). The 
Jeffery in the store’s 
name and photo was 
John W. Jeffery, the 
great-grandfather and 
namesake of Batavia’s 
current mayor, Jeffery 
D. Schielke. 

The display also 
includes Batavia 
Brand advertising 
memorabilia—trade 
cards, bookmarks, a coloring book, a 
cookbook, and product labels.

Most of the vintage items on 
display are on loan from Batavia 
residents Bob Popeck and Francine 
McGuire-Popeck, who have an 
extensive collection of everything 
Batavia. Mayor Schielke loaned one 
of the spice cabinets, and additional 

pieces came from Batavia resident 
David Peebles and Library Director 
George H. Scheetz.

The Batavia Brand exhibit is open 
to the public during regular Library 
hours for the next several months. 
Stop in, take a look. We won’t be 
surprised to hear you say, “Wow, I 
never knew…!”

Batavia Brands exhibit
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Programs and activities for youth
Registration Information:  Stop by or call the Youth Services Desk, 630-879-1393, ext. 500, for more information and to register. 
Priority is given to Batavia Public Library cardholders for all programs requiring registration. Unless otherwise noted, registration 
begins on the first of the month in which the program occurs.
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Storytimes

Book Character Visit
Fri., Nov. 7, 1pm
Curious George
Barnes & Noble Booksell-
ers will bring Curious 
George to the Library for 
stories and activities. Bring 
your camera! No registra-
tion required.

Sensory Storytime
Sat., Nov. 8, 10am
Ages 3–8 with a caregiver
This structured story-
time for children with 
developmental disabilities 
incorporates stories, music, 
and movement activities 
followed by free play. Class 
size is limited. Siblings 
and friends are welcome. 
Registration required. 

Saint Nicholas Stories
Mon., Dec. 15, 7pm
Do you know the con-
nection between Saint 
Nicholas and gingerbread 
cookies? Why do we eat 
these cookies at Christmas 

time? Bring the whole 
family for holiday sto-
ries, songs, and activities 
featuring legends and 
folktales of Saint Nicholas. 
Gingerbread cookies, too! 
Registration required.

Holiday Storytime 
Specials
All holiday storytimes 
are drop-in programs. No 
registration is required.   

Lap Sit Storytime
Mon., Dec. 15, 10am
Tues., Dec. 16, 10am
Ages 2–3 with a caregiver
Stories, rhymes, and more. 
Storytimes last approxi-
mately 25 minutes. 

Baby Storytime— 
Pre-Walkers
Tues., Dec. 16, 11am
Babies through 23 months 
with a caregiver 
Songs, nursery rhymes, lap 
games, and book-sharing 
for babies not yet walking. 
We ask that care arrange-
ments be made outside of 
class for older siblings. 

ABC Storytime
Wed., Dec. 17, 10am
Wed., Dec. 17, 1pm
Thurs., Dec. 18, 10am
Ages 3–6 without a 
caregiver
Activities, Books, and 
Craft program for children 
without a caregiver.  

Baby & Tot Storytime
Fri., Dec. 19, 10am
Babies and tots through 35 
months with a caregiver
Songs, rhymes, and stories. 
We ask that care arrange-
ments be made outside of 
class for older siblings. 

Baby Storytime—
Walkers
Fri., Dec. 19, 11am
Babies through 23 months 
with a caregiver 
Songs, nursery rhymes, lap 
games, and book-sharing 
for babies already walking. 
We ask that care arrange-
ments be made outside of 
class for older siblings. 

Preschool Storytime
Fri., Dec. 19, 1pm
Ages 3–6 
Younger siblings are wel-
come. An adult must ac-
company children younger 
than 4 years old. 
 

For Students

Card Game Night
Mon., Nov. 10, 7pm
Mon., Dec. 8, 7pm
Ages 8–14
Bring your deck and chal-
lenge someone in a game 
of Magic, Pokémon, or Yu-
Gi-Oh. Don’t have a deck? 
We’ll also be playing Uno, 
Apples to Apples, and 
traditional card games! No 
registration required.

Anybook Club
Tues., Nov. 11, 4pm
Tues., Dec. 9, 4pm
Grades 4–8 
Join us for snacks, games, 
and book-related banter. 
You can talk about books 
you’ve read, and we’ll tell 
you about some you might 
like. You don’t have to read 
anything in particular, just 
come to enjoy book-re-
lated activities. Registration 
required. 

Late Night at the 
Library
Fri., Nov. 14, 6–9pm 
Grades 3–5
After-hours program that 
includes a scavenger hunt, 
games, pizza, and a guest 
performer. Parental per-
mission form and $3 per 
participant are required 
at registration. Register in 
person at the Youth Ser-
vices Desk, beginning Nov. 
1. Space is limited. Priority 
is given to Batavia Public 
Library cardholders and to 
students attending Batavia 
schools.

Middle School 
Advisory Council
Mon., Nov. 17, 4pm
Mon., Dec. 15, 4pm
Grades 6–8
We meet once a month 
to plan activities for 
students at the Library and 
work on projects to benefit 
the Library and commu-
nity. We also eat pizza and 
have fun! New members 
are welcome to join us 
through the December 
meeting. Batavia Public 
Library Card required. 

The Frog Lady brings her 
fantastic frogs to the Library, 
Nov. 16.



Book Gems
Tues., Nov. 18, 6pm
Turkey Trouble on the 
National Mall by Ron Roy
Tues., Dec. 16, 6pm
A Christmas Tale by 
Geronimo Stilton  
Grades 2–3
Book discussion and 
activities for young read-
ers. Registration required; 
reserve a copy of the book 
when registering.

Book Worms
Wed., Nov. 19, 4:30pm
Wed., Dec. 10, 4:30pm
Grades K–1
Stories, games, and a craft. 
Registration required. 

Game Day: Cards
Mon., Dec. 22, 2–4 pm
Ages 6–12
Do you play Pokémon 
or Yu-Gi-Oh? Go Fish or 
Uno? Come to our card 
game day and challenge 
other card players. Bring 
your deck! No registration 

required; come for all or 
part of the time scheduled.

Paddington Bear 
Party
Tues., Dec. 23, 2pm
Grades K–3
Join us for a party featuring 
Paddington Bear. Find out 
who he is and where he 
lives. Enjoy stories, games, 
and activities. Registration 
required; please inform us 
of any food allergies when 
registering. 

Game Day: Board & 
Video Games 
Tues., Dec. 30, 1–3pm
Ages 7–14
Enjoy some indoor games 
at the Library during 
winter break. Did you get 
a new game that you want 
to try? Bring it along to 
play with others. We’ll be 
playing Wii, DDR, chess, 
and other board games. 
No registration required; 
come for all or part of the 
time scheduled.

Lego® Fun 
Fri., Jan. 2, 10am
Ages 7–11
Drop-in and build some-
thing with the Library’s 
Lego or Duplo® bricks. No 
registration required.

For Families

Preschool Fair
Mon., Nov. 3, 6:30–8pm
Trying to decide on a 
preschool for your child? 
Stop by the Library to 
check out various Batavia 
and Geneva preschools. 
The open house format 
offers parents and caregiv-
ers the opportunity to talk 
to many preschools at one 
time in one location. No 
registration required.

Fantastic Frogs 
Sun., Nov. 16, 2pm
The Frog Lady is bring-
ing some fascinating and 
bizarre frogs to the Library. 
You can view them up 
close, though no touching 
is allowed. No registration 
required. Doors to the 
Founders Room open at 
1:45pm. 

Celebration of Lights
Sun., Nov. 30, 6:15–7pm
Batavia Depot Museum
Drop in for holiday read-
ings at the Museum.
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And Don’t  
Miss…
No registration is 
required for the 
following activities.
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Mayor Schielke 
and Linda 
Schielke read 
holiday stories 
last year at the 
Depot Museum 
during Batavia’s 
Celebration of 
Lights. Drop-In Craft

Thurs., Nov. 6, 2–4pm
Sat., Nov. 15,  
 10am–12pm
Fri., Dec. 26, 1–3pm

Chess Knight
Tues., Nov. 25, 7–8pm
Tues., Dec. 23, 7–8pm
Tues., Dec. 30, 7–8pm
Ages 8–adult
All skill levels welcome. 

Bingo
Wed., Nov. 26, 11am
Mon., Dec. 22, 11am 
Ages 3–14
Children age 5 and 
younger must be ac-
companied by an adult 
or older sibling.

Movies at the 
Library
Fri., Nov. 28, 1pm 
Mon., Dec. 29, 11am 
Mon., Dec. 29, 2pm 
Mon., Dec. 29, 6:30pm
Please call the Library 
for movie title, length, 
and rating.

It’s Gingerbread Time    Gingerbread-related activities at the Library for all ages.

Catch the  
Gingerbread Man
Dec. 1–6 
Find the Gingerbread 
Man hiding in the Youth 
Services department. 
Bring him to the Youth 
Service Desk for a treat.

Gingerbread  
Guessing Jar
Dec. 7–13
Correctly guess how 
many gingerbread items 
are in the jar for a chance 
to win a prize.

Cookie Decorating
Mon., Dec. 8,  
10–11:30am
Sat., Dec. 13, 1–2:30pm
Drop in to decorate a 
gingerbread cookie.

Drop-in Craft
Tues., Dec. 9,  
10am–12pm
Thurs., Dec. 11, 6–8pm
Drop in to make a 
scented, sandpaper  
gingerbread man.  



Batavia Public Library

Programs for adults and teens

Registration Information:  Registration is required for some programs; please call the Reference Desk, 630-879-1393, ext. 200, or 
register online at BataviaPublicLibrary.org. 
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Feature Programs

Monthly Programs No registration required. 

Registration required.

Urban Wildlife
Sun., Nov. 9, 2pm
Many of us enjoy seeing the wild animals that visit our 
backyards, but what happens when those animals get a 
little too close for comfort? Natasha Fischer from Cosley 
Zoo in Wheaton will explain how to safely observe wild 
animals sharing our habitat and what to do if you see 
an animal that needs help. Fischer also will share stories 
behind some of the animals that call Cosley Zoo home. 

New Lyceum Lecture Series: 
Pondering Paper—2,000 Years Young
Wed., Nov. 12, 7pm
Presented by Nicholas A. Basbanes, author of On Paper: 
The Everything of Its Two-Thousand-Year History. Please 
see article on page 24.

Questions & Ancestors: Chicago Genealogy
Mon., Dec. 1, 7pm
Grace DuMelle, author of Finding Your Chicago Ances-
tors, will demonstrate how to overcome the challenges 
of searching for your Windy City relations. Discover 
geographic and 
government 
sources—fire 
insurance maps, 
probate cases, 
and inquest re-
cords—that can 
open a window 
into your ances-
tors’ world. 

Book Discussion

Tues., Nov. 11, 7:30pm
A Star for Mrs. Blake by April Smith
In 1929, Congress passed legislation 
to fund travel to France for mothers 
of fallen soldiers of the Great War 
so they could visit their sons’ graves. 
This novel is the story of a group of 
mothers who made the emotional 
journey.
  
January book discussion 
selection:  
The Humans by Matt Haig

Books Between Bites

Thurs., Nov. 20, 12pm
The Chicago World’s Fair, 1933–1934, 
presented by Rick Rann

Thurs., Dec. 18, 12pm
Busy-Busy Little Chick, presented by 
author Janice N. Harrington

Natasha Fischer, from the Cosley Zoo, talks about our urban 
wildlife, Nov. 9.

Grace DuMelle, 
author and 

librarian/
researcher at 

the Newberry 
Library, discusses 

how to find 
your Chicago 

ancestors, Dec. 1. 



Teen Programs

Fun Stuff No registration required.

Programs for adults and teens
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Sundays on Stage

College and Career Registration required.

The Batavia Public Library Foundation is the Sundays on Stage 2014-2015 Season sponsor. Registration required.

Sundays on Stage: Amelia Earhart
Sun., Nov. 30, 2pm
Amelia Earhart’s courageous exploits and spirited personality made her 
an international celebrity in the early twentieth century. On July 2, 1937, 
she and her navigator, Fred Noonan, mysteriously disappeared over the 
Pacific Ocean during their attempted round-the-world flight. Actress 
Leslie Goddard recounts Earhart’s life, the records she broke, her uncon-
ventional views on marriage, and her tireless work to promote aviation 
and opportunities for women.

Holiday Concert 
Sun., Dec. 14, 2pm
The Batavia-based Festive Singers, an a cappella quartet, are back to 
spread holiday cheer at the Library. Bring the family and enjoy free 
refreshments while listening to these amazing voices. 

FAFSA Form Workshop
Mon., Nov. 17, 7–8:30pm
Have you completed your FAFSA (Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid) form? Get answers to your ques-
tions from the Illinois Student Assistance Commission. 

ACT Practice Test
Sun., Dec. 7, 12:30–4pm 
Take a free ACT practice test with scoring by Kaplan. 
Bring a calculator, pencils, water, and an energy snack. 
Kaplan will contact students with results approximately 
two weeks after the test. Please register early—15 
participants are needed for the event to run. Limit: 24 
participants.

Anime Club
Thurs., Nov. 13 and Dec. 11, 
6:30–9pm
Teens are invited to watch anime 
movies, preview new shows on 
DVD, and meet other anime and 
manga enthusiasts. 

Inclusion Game Night 
Wed., Nov. 19 and Dec. 10, 
7–8:30pm
Teens with developmental disabili-
ties, their families, and friends are 
welcome to meet new people and 
play board games or card games in a 
relaxed setting. 

TAG, You’re It!
Tues., Nov. 25, 7–8pm
Teens can volunteer at the Library 
by serving in the Teen Advisory 
Group (TAG). This group initiates 
programs for teens and helps to 
spread the good word about the 
Library.

Leslie Goddard returns to the Library Nov. 30, this time to 
portray Amelia Earhart.



Introduction to Microsoft 
Word 2013, Part 2**
Wed., Dec. 3, 9am
Learn to change font or background 
colors; insert and format text 
boxes, clip art, and photographs; 
use bulleted or numbered lists; 
create tables; use lines, arrows, or 
autoshapes; insert page numbers; 
and use page setup.  

Introduction to Microsoft 
Word 2013, Part 3**
Mon., Dec. 8, 9am
Learn to insert headers and footers; 
create section breaks; insert decora-
tive text using WordArt; add page 
borders; insert footnotes, endnotes, 
tables, and charts; and use Mail 
Merge.

Introduction to Microsoft 
Excel**
Tues., Jan. 6, 9am

Introduction to Microsoft 
PowerPoint**
Fri., Jan. 9, 9am

Other Computer Classes 
Basic computer skills, including mouse and keyboard proficiency, are required.

Introduction to Microsoft Word 2013, Part 1
Mon., Nov. 17, 9am
Learn to create and name documents in Microsoft 
Word—how to create folders and subfolders; edit; 
change font style and size, underline, italicize, make 
bold, and center text; and save.

Batavia Public Library
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Registration Information:  
One-hour, hands-on computer classes. Registration is required; please call the Reference Desk, 630-879-1393, ext. 200.

**Microsoft Word proficiency required:

Computer Mouse Basics
Tues., Nov. 18, 9am
For first-time computer users. Learn how to use a mouse, which is the first step in becoming computer literate.

Computer classes for adults

Follow the Library on

Internet Classes 
Basic computer skills, including mouse and keyboard proficiency, are required.

*Internet proficiency required:

Introduction to the Internet
Wed., Nov. 19, 9am
Learn the basics of navigating the Internet—how to type 
a web address, link from one Web site to another, and 
conduct basic searches.

Library Catalog Instruction
Wed., Jan. 14, 7pm
20-minute class

Searching the Internet*
Tues., Dec. 2, 9am
Learn to use Google to find infor-
mation. Learn search tips and how 
to evaluate Web sites.  

Introduction to Email*
Thurs., Dec. 4, 9am
An introduction to free, Web-based 
e-mail. Learn to read, send, and 
manage e-mail messages.

Shopping on the Internet*
Tues., Dec. 9, 9am
Learn to search for and purchase 
items on Amazon (store) and eBay  
(auction). 

Computer Coaching Sessions
Need some basic computer training? Schedule an appointment with a technology 
assistant who will provide a one-hour, one-on-one coaching session based on 
your individual needs. Available Mon.–Thurs., 4–8pm. Batavia Public Library 
card required. Contact the Reference Desk for details. 

The Library pages in Neighbors of Batavia are funded in part by the Friends of the Batavia Public Library and the 
Batavia Public Library Foundation.
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News from the Friends

Library Foundation supports Library programming

The Batavia Public Library 
Foundation is the 2014–2015 
Season Sponsor for both the 
Sundays on Stage entertainment 
series and the New Lyceum Lecture 
Series.

New Lyceum Lecture Series 
programs are offered approximately 
four times a season. Sundays on 
Stage programs are offered eleven 
Sundays a year.

Both series have email mailing 
lists. If you would like to receive 
advance notification of upcoming 
programs via email, visit 
BataviaPublicLibrary.org > Programs/
Events to sign up.

Your gift is tax-deductible
Your donation to the Batavia 

Public Library Foundation will 
help enhance Library collections, 
improve Library facilities and 
technologies, and provide for 

cultural and educational programs. 
The Foundation is a member fund 
of the Community Foundation of 
the Fox River Valley, a 501(c)(3) 
organization. For more information, 
visit BataviaPublicLibrary.org > Get 
Involved > Batavia Public Library 
Foundation. To make an end-of-year, 
tax-deductible contribution, visit 
MyBatavia.org. 

The Friends of the Batavia Public Library’s annual Holiday Book Sale 
begins Nov. 11 in the Friends Book Corner on the upper level of the 
Library. You’ll find a nice selection of individually priced, gift-quality books, 
including fiction, nonfiction, and children’s books. Holiday-themed books 
also will be sold. By purchasing books from the Friends you save money and 
help the Library at the same time. 

Volunteer opportunities within the Friends organization are plentiful. 
Book sorters, book researchers, book sale helpers, and assistants for 
special events are always welcome. No experience is necessary. Call the 
Friends at 630-879-8220 or write to Friends@BataviaPublicLibrary for more 
information.

Upcoming book sales in the FriendSpace: 
Nov. 1, Dec. 6, and Jan. 3; 9:15am–4pm

Above, program attendees could look at 
the stars through an 8-inch telescope after 
astronomer Kevin Manning’s New Lyceum 
Lecture Series program. 

Below, T. S. Rhodes 
portrayed pirate Anne 
Bonny during a Sundays 
on Stage program.


