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The Library will be closed:
Thursday, Dec. 31, closing at 12pm
Friday, Jan. 1, 2016

Library Hours
Monday–Thursday 9 am–9 pm
Friday and Saturday 9 am–5 pm
Sunday 12–5 pm (Sept.–May)
Sunday 1–4pm (June–Aug.)

Telephone
630-879-1393
Fax: 630-879-9118
TTY: 630-879-8335
Home Delivery:   
 630-879-1393, ext. 290

Library Director
George H. Scheetz

Library Trustees
Douglas Sullivan, President
Diane Blodgett, Vice President
Cara Schuster, Secretary
Tom Von Lunen, Treasurer
Andrew Deitchman 
Richard Henders
Francine McGuire-Popeck

“The Library Scores!”

The eighth annual Library Journal Index of Public 
Library Service (“LJ Index”) was released in November 
2015. I am proud to report that Batavia is ranked 94 
in the United States (of 1,397 libraries) and nine in 
Illinois (of 123 libraries) in its expenditure group ($1.0 
million–$4.9 million) with an overall score (rating) of 
1,037.

The LJ Index is a national rating system designed to 
recognize and promote America’s public libraries, to 
help improve the pool of nationally collected library 
statistics, and to encourage library self-evaluation.

Simplicity, transparency, and comprehensibility 
were the main objectives in designing the rating 
system. Library Journal (LJ) used statistical correlation 
analysis to identify a concise and straightforward set of 
indicators of library service. 

LJ Index scores measure the levels of library service 
delivery relative to peer libraries nationally. The scores 
do not indicate the quality, effectiveness, or value of 
library services, nor whether the quantities of services 
provided sufficiently address community needs. Our 
library examines these important issues locally in a 
variety of ways, including surveys and other types of 
community engagement.

LJ Index scores and star ratings (the top 30 libraries 
in each expenditure group receive stars) are based 
on data reported annually by public libraries to their 
state library agencies and compiled nationally by the 
Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS). The 
newly released LJ Index ratings are based on IMLS 
public libraries data for 2013.

Scores are based on four per capita service outputs: 
Library Visits, Circulation, Program Attendance, and 
Public Internet Computer Use. Batavia is above average 
in each of the four measures, as follows:

The LJ Index confirms what we already knew in 
Batavia; namely, the Library provides an exceptional 
level of service to its community. I am proud of the 
Library’s Trustees and employees for what we have 
accomplished—and continue to achieve on a daily basis. 
Visit the Library or its website today!

 George H. Scheetz
 Director

Data Year
Circulation 

/Capita
Visits 

/Capita
Attendance 

/Capita
Computer 

Use/Capita

Batavia 2013 28.89 12.54 0.637 2.22

Average Values 10.28 6.79 0.51 1.30

Antarctic Adventure
begins January 16 

Penguins will be popping up in the Youth Services 
department this month, as the Library launches 
Winter Library Club 2016, “Antarctic Adventure.” 

Winter Library Club for Families and Winter Reading 
Club for high school students and adults begins Jan. 16 
and runs through Feb. 29. (Yay—an extra day of Winter 
Library Club this year!)

Winter Library Club differs from Summer Reading 
Club: 1) Families sign up as one; parents and children 
read and participate in activities together; 2) Rewards 
include hot cocoa, not ice cream. Like Summer Reading 
Club, there are guessing jar contests, coupons for free 
books at a Friends’ book sale, and special drawings. 
Families who register by Feb. 1 will be entered into 
a drawing for four free tickets to the Imago Theatre 
ZooZoo show at FermiLab on Feb. 20.

Families (at least one adult and one child) can register 
and receive an “Antarctic Adventure” activity log at the 

Youth Services Desk beginning Jan. 16. After completing 
each level (four in all) on the log, families return to the 
Youth Services Desk to collect small rewards. Activities 
on the log include attending a Library program such as 
the “Science & Art Fair” on Jan. 30, a family movie, or 
a storytime; listening to an audiobook; and joining a 
bird watch in the Youth Services department. Families 
participating in Winter Library Club must be Batavia 
Public Library cardholders or have children attending a 
Batavia school.

Adults and high school students are invited to 
participate in “Antarctic Adventure” by reading or 
listening to three books and returning a reading log to 
the Reference Desk. Adults and students will earn a 
book or small reward when they return a reading log 
and will be entered into a drawing for prizes at the end 
of Winter Reading Club. Reading logs will be available 
at the Reference Desk beginning Jan. 16.

Families are invited to the 
Library’s first-ever Science & Art 
Fair, Sat., Jan. 30, from 11am to 
2pm. During the fair, children can 
participate in a number of activities 
sponsored by local organizations. 
Children can create a baking soda 
and vinegar painting; experiment 
with soap, milk, and watercolors; 

touch animal pelts, skulls, and 
bones; play a mineral match game; 
plant microgreens; make balm; and 
more. Activities and exhibits are 
suitable for children preschool age 
and older.

Local organizations participating 
in the fair include Water Street 
Studios, Kane County Forest 

Preserve District, DuPage Children’s 
Museum, Fox Valley Wildlife 
Center, and Lizzardo Museum of 
Lapidary Arts. 

Registration is not required for this 
free event. For more information, 
call the Youth Services department, 
630-879-1393, ext. 500.

Come to the Science & Art Fair Jan. 30 

One Book, One Batavia 2016 to feature classic Sherlock Holmes story 
The Hound of the Baskervilles, Sir 

Arthur Conan Doyle’s 1902 crime 
novel, is the One Book, One Batavia 
selection for 2016.

“Mysteries are one of the most 
popular fiction genres,” explained 
Stacey Peterson, Adult Services man-
ager. “We thought it was about time 
to select a mystery for One Book, 
One Batavia.” 

“Since there has been a resurgence 
in Sherlock Holmes’s popularity over 
the past few years, as made evident 
by recent TV shows, movies, and a 
play, we thought a classic Sherlock 
Holmes story would fit the bill,” 
said Peterson. “Benedict Cumber-
batch and Robert Downey, Jr., aside, 
Sherlock Holmes stories have never 
lacked an audience during the past 
century.”

One Book, One Batavia is an 
annual community-wide reading 
event presented by the Batavia Public 
Library in cooperation with Batavia 
High School. It is co-sponsored by 

the Friends of the Batavia Public 
Library. The One Book, One Batavia 
celebration focuses on a different title 
every year and includes a book dis-
cussion and other programs related 
to the book’s subject, which are held 
at the Library during February and 
March. 

The book discussion on Feb. 9, will 
be facilitated by Peterson. Library 

programs celebrating 
the 2016 selection include a showing 
of a classic Sherlock Holmes movie 
on Feb. 23; a New Lyceum Lecture 
Series program—“Footprints of the 
Hound”—presented by Sherlock 
Holmes expert Tim Johnson on 
Mar. 1; and an old-time radio show 
featuring the original 1945 scripts of 
“The Speckled Band” and “A Scandal 
in Bohemia” on Mar. 17. Registration 
is required for the lecture and the 
old-time radio show program; regis-
tration is not required for the book 
discussion or movie.

The Hound of the Baskervilles is one 
of only four novels written by Conan 
Doyle featuring Sherlock Holmes, 
who was featured in 56 short stories, 
as well. Hound was originally serial-
ized in The Strand Magazine from 
August 1901 to April 1902. 

For more program informa-
tion and to register, please visit 
OneBookOneBatavia.org.



Batavia Public Library

Programs and activities for youth
Registration Information: Stop by or call the Youth Services Desk, 630-879-1393, ext. 500, for more information and to register. 
Priority is given to Batavia Public Library cardholders for all programs requiring registration. Unless otherwise noted, registration for 
January programs begins Jan. 2; registration for February programs begins Feb. 1.

Advance registration is required for programs designated  
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And Don’t Miss…
Drop-In Craft
Thurs., Jan. 7, 10am–12pm
Sat., Jan. 16, 1–3pm
Sat., Feb. 6, 1–3pm
Wed., Feb. 10, 4–6pm

Chess Knight
Tues., Jan. 12 and 26; Feb. 9 and 
23, 7–8pm
Ages 8 and older
Students, teens, and adults of all 
skill levels are welcome. Feel free to 
bring your favorite chess board. 

Movie at the Library
Mon., Jan. 18, 2pm
Please call the Library for movie 
title, length, and rating.

Advance registration is required for programs designated 

Winter Storytimes

Family Storytime
Mon., Jan. 11–Feb. 29, 
6:30pm 
Families with children 
through age 7 are wel-
come. 

Lap Sit Storytime  
Mon., Jan. 11–Feb. 29, 
10am
Tues., Jan. 12–Mar. 1, 
10am
Ages 2–3 with a caregiver
Enjoy stories, rhymes, and 
more. Storytimes last ap-
proximately 20 minutes. 
Note: A special program 
will take place Mon., Feb. 
15. See “Escape the Cold” 
in Family Programs for 
more details. 

Baby Storytime— 
Pre-Walkers  
Tues., Jan. 12–Mar. 1, 
11am
Babies through 23 months 
with a caregiver 
Babies who are not yet 
walking will enjoy this 
interactive program, which 
includes songs, nursery 
rhymes, lap games, and 
book-sharing. 

ABC Storytime  
Wed., Jan. 13–Mar. 2, 
10am
Wed., Jan. 13–Mar. 2, 
1pm
Thurs., Jan. 14–Mar. 3, 
10am
Ages 3–6
Activities, books, and 
craft program for children 
without a caregiver 

Baby Storytime—
Walkers  
Fri., Jan. 15–Mar. 4, 
11am
Babies through 23 months 
with a caregiver 
Babies who are already 
walking will enjoy this 
interactive program, which 
includes songs, nursery 
rhymes, fingerplays, 
games, and book-sharing. 
Space is limited.

Baby & Tot 
Storytime
Fri., Jan. 15–Mar. 4, 
10am
Babies and tots through 
35 months with a care-
giver
Drop in for songs, rhymes, 
and stories. We ask that al-
ternate care arrangements 
be made for older siblings. 
Batavia Public Library 
card required.

Preschool Drop-In 
Storytime
Fri., Jan. 15–Mar. 4, 1pm
Ages 3–6 
Younger siblings welcome. 
An adult must accompany 
children under the age of 
4 years. Please note: the 
Feb. 5 storytime will be 
held at 2pm for a special 
visit from Corduroy.
 

Book Character Visit
Fri., Feb. 5, 2pm 
Corduroy
Barnes & Noble Booksell-
ers will bring Corduroy 
to the Library for stories 
and activities. Bring your 
camera.

For Students

Anybook Club  
Tues., Jan. 12, 4pm
Tues., Feb. 9, 4pm
Grades 4-8 
Join us for snacks, games, 
and book-related banter. 
You can talk about books 
you’ve read, and we’ll 
tell you about some you 
might like. You don’t have 
to read anything in par-
ticular, just come to enjoy 
book-related activities. 
Registration required. 

Book Gems  
Tues., Jan. 19, 6:30pm
The Mystery in Icy Antarc-
tica: The Frozen Continent 
by Carole Marsh
Tues., Feb. 16, 6:30pm
Abe Lincoln at Last by 
Mary Pope Osborne
Grades 2–3
Book club and activities 
for young readers. Regis-
tration required; reserve 
a copy of the book when 
registering.

Card Games
Thurs., Jan. 21, 4pm
Thurs., Feb. 18, 4pm
Ages 7–14
Bring your deck and chal-
lenge someone in a game 
of Magic, Pokémon, or 
Yu-Gi-Oh. We’ll also play 
Uno, Apples to Apples, 
and traditional card 
games!

Yarn ’n’ Tale Club  
Thurs., Feb. 18, 25; Mar. 
3, 10, 17, 6:30–7:45pm 
Ages 8–14 

Students and student/ 
parent teams are invited 
to knit or crochet while lis-
tening to a story. All levels 
of experience welcome; 
basic instructions will be 
offered. Please bring knit-
ting needles (size 10) or a 
crochet hook (size G/H); 
yarn will be provided. We 
appreciate your effort to 
attend all five sessions.
 

Curiosity Club  
Wed., Jan. 27, 4:30pm
Wed., Feb. 24, 4:30pm
Grades K–2
Through books, games, 
and experiments, par-
ticipants will explore 
a science and nature 
topic each month. Each 
participant will receive a 
take-home activity. 

Book Art: Hedgehog 
Edition  
Thurs., Feb. 4, 4pm
Grade 4–8
We’ll be recycling old 
books into works of 
art—hedgehog art! Make 
your hedgehog into a su-
perhero, a book character, 
or anything you want. All 
supplies will be provided. 
 

Game Day 
Mon., Feb. 15,  
2–3:30pm
Ages 7–14
No school today! Enjoy in-
door games at the Library, 
including Wii, DDR, chess, 
and board games. Play for 
all or part of the time.  

For Families

Chill Out at the 
Library
Wed., Jan. 13, 4–5:15pm
Drop by for some chilly 
weather activities includ-
ing games, puzzles, a craft, 
and hot chocolate. We’ll 
have winter-themed books 
ready for you to check 
out. 

Antarctic Adventure
Jan. 16–Feb. 29
Have an adventure at the 
Library during Winter 
Library Club 2016. This 
winter club combines 
reading and activities 
for families (at least one 
child and one adult) to do 
together. Beginning Jan. 
16, families can register 
and receive an activity 
log at the Youth Services 
Desk. Complete the activi-
ties described on the log 
and then return it to earn 
rewards at four different 
levels. Families participat-
ing in Winter Library Club 
must be Batavia Public 
Library cardholders or 
have children attending a 
Batavia school. All Winter 
Library Club activity logs 

must be turned in by 
9pm, Feb. 29. 

Bird Watch    
Jan. 16–Feb. 29
Do some indoor bird 
watching this winter. Use 
tools from our Observa-
tion Station to help spot 
them in the Youth Ser-
vices department. Winter 
Library Club participants 
earn credit on their activ-
ity log for completing this 
search. Pick up directions 
at the Observation Station 
and start bird watching! 

Science & Art Fair   
Sat., Jan. 30, 11am–2pm
Families are invited to 
learn and explore the 
world around them. 
The open-house format 
features activities or 
exhibits created by local 
organizations (see page 
20). Activities and exhibits 
are suitable for children 
preschool age and older. 

Escape the Cold
Mon., Feb. 15,  
10–11:15am
Tired of the cold? Warm 
up in a tropical paradise in 
Youth Services. You can 

relax to the 
sounds of 
Hawaiian music and enjoy 
activities that are sure to 
take your mind off the 
winter weather.    
 

Angel’s Art 
Adventure
Sat., Feb. 27, 2pm
Angel Contreras brings his 
Art Adventure program 
to the Library. Watch in 
amazement as a gallery of 
comic and superhero-re-
lated drawings are created 
panel by panel right be-
fore your eyes! Enjoy this 
interactive combination 
of artwork, humor, and 
surprises that encourages 
a love for creativity and 
learning. Doors to the 
Founders Room open at 
1:45pm.

Read Across 
America
Wed., Mar. 2, 4–5pm
It’s Dr. Seuss’s birthday! 
We’ll be joining schools 
and libraries across the 
country to celebrate the 
fun of reading and to 
honor that special story-
teller, Dr. Seuss. Stop by 
anytime. 

Baby Play ’n’ Learn
Sat., Jan. 9 and Feb. 13, 11am
Babies through 23 months
Join us for a drop-in playtime for babies and parents/
caregivers. Meet other caregivers, enjoy playtime 
with your baby, and see examples of early literacy 
activities. Older siblings are welcome to join us. 

Participants sit in rapt attention during a Lapsit Storytime.
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Programs for adults and teens
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Registration Information:  Registration is required for some programs; please call the Reference Desk, 630-879-1393, ext. 200, or 
register online at BataviaPublicLibrary.org.

Advanced registration is required for programs designated  
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Book Discussion
Tues., Jan. 12, 7:30pm
Into the Beautiful North  
by Luis Alberto Urrea
Inspired by the film The Magnificent 
Seven, Nayeli and her three friends 
leave their tiny Mexican village to 
bring home seven men to protect 
their home. As Nayeli marches 
north, she finds far more than she 
was seeking.

Tues., Feb. 9, 7:30pm
The Hound of the Baskervilles 
by Arthur Conan Doyle
In this classic mystery, Sherlock 
Holmes takes a case involving a 
mysterious death and a terrible fam-
ily legend about a ghostly hound on 
the menacing moor. The One Book, 
One Batavia 2016 selection.

March book discussion selection:
The Winter People  
by Jennifer McMahon

Books Between Bites
Thurs., Jan. 21, 12pm
The Wright Brothers  
by David McCullough, presented by  
Barbara Kalina

Thurs., Feb. 18, 12pm
Batavia’s Literary Skeletons,  
presented by  
Mayor Jeffery D. Schielke

Monthly Programs

Sundays on Stage

Teen Programs 
College and Career

Fun Stuff

Feature Programs

Genealogy Research Help
Researching your family history? Whether you’re just starting, or 

would like help overcoming obstacles, schedule an appointment with a 
librarian who will provide a one-hour, one-on-one session to guide you 
in your research. Available Monday–Friday, 9am–5pm; Batavia Public 
Library card required. Contact the Reference Desk for details. 

The Batavia Public Library Foundation is the 2016 Season Sponsor.

All About Scholarships  
Sun., Jan. 3, 1–2pm
Learn basic tips on how to apply for scholarships from 
the Illinois Student Assistance Commission. 

FAFSA Form Workshop  
Tues., Jan. 5, 7–8pm
Is your FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student 
Aid) form done? Get answers to your questions from 
the Illinois Student Assistance Commission.

Inclusion Game Night
Wed., Jan. 13 and Feb. 10, 
6:30–8:30pm
Teens and young adults of all abili-
ties—and their families and friends—
are invited to meet new people and 
try out a board game or card game 
in a relaxed setting. 

Anime Club
Thurs., Jan. 14 and Feb. 11, 
6:30–8:30pm 
Teens ages 13 and older are invited 
to watch anime, play games, and 
meet other anime and manga 
enthusiasts. 

Inclusion Movie Night
Tues., Jan. 26 and Feb. 23*, 
6:30–8:30pm
Teens and young adults of all abili-
ties—and their families and friends—
are welcome to meet new people 
and watch a movie in a relaxed 
setting.
*Sherlock Holmes classic

Adult Anime Club
Wed., Jan. 27 and Feb. 24, 
6:30–9pm
Adults ages 18 and older are invited 
to watch anime and meet other 
adult anime and manga enthusiasts. 

Chimney Swifts in  
Kane County  
Wed., Feb. 17, 7pm
Marion and Rich Miller of the Kane 
County Audubon Society discuss 
the mysterious life of the chimney 
swift and why its population is 
decreasing dramatically. Learn how 
Society members are helping the 
chimney swift by creating new habi-
tats for this beneficial flying wonder 
and what individuals can do to help. 

An Afternoon  
of Elegant Illusions  
Sun., Feb. 28, 2pm
Celebrated magician Jeanette An-
drews performs elegant, interactive 
magic. This fascinating show promis-
es to enthrall and enchant adults.

Chimney swifts are declining rapidly 
in Kane County. Find out how you can 

help on Feb. 17.
Photo: GreG W. LasLey/VIreo

audobon.orG

Advance registration is required for programs designated  

Ron & Sandie Aussie Show  
Sun., Jan. 24, 2pm
Spend an hour in the Land Down Under! Learn about famous Australian 
actors, what Australians love to eat and drink, and how to “speak 
Australian.” Ron and Sandie perform old and new Aussie songs and 
share their knowledge of Aussie animals—the koala, kookaburra, wombat, 
Tasmanian devil, emu, platypus, dingo, and kangaroo. 

Ron and Sandie return to the Library, Jan. 24.

Jeanette Andrews performs  
elegant illusions, Feb. 28.

Advance registration is required for programs designated  

Getting the Most from 
Your Digital Camera  
Sat., Feb. 13, 10am
Professional photographer Roger 
Mattingly explains the seven 
basic commands of point-and-
shoot digital cameras. Participants 
will learn by seeing and doing, so 
bring your camera and instruc-
tion book. 

Shoot Photos 
Like a Pro  
Sat., Feb. 13, 1pm
Improve your image capturing 
skills by following a few simple 
tips and tricks from profes-
sional and former Chicago Tribune 
photographer John Dziekan, who 
will show you how to use your 
creativity and have fun. 
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Need some basic computer training? Schedule an 
appointment with a technology assistant who will 
provide a one-hour, one-on-one coaching session based 
on your individual needs. Available Monday–Thursday, 

4–8pm; Batavia Public Library card required. Contact 
the Reference Desk, 630-879-1393, ext. 200, for details 
and appointment.  
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Introduction to Microsoft 
Word 2013, Part 2**  
Tues., Feb. 2, 9am
Font and background colors; text 
boxes, clip art, and photos; bulleted 
and numbered lists; tables; lines, 
arrows, and autoshapes; page num-
bers; and page setup

Introduction to Microsoft 
Word 2013, Part 3**  
Tues., Feb. 9, 9am
Headers and footers, section breaks, 
WordArt, page borders, footnotes, 
endnotes, tables, charts, and mail 
merge

Introduction to Microsoft 
Excel 2013, Part 1**  
Wed., Feb. 24, 9am
Summation; formulas; data entry; 
autofill; print

Introduction to Microsoft 
Excel 2013, Part 2**  
Wed., Mar. 2, 9am
Add and delete rows and columns; 
find and replace; sort; navigate 
workbooks; introduction to charts; 
security

Introduction to Microsoft 
PowerPoint 2013**  
Fri., Feb. 26, 9am

Other Computer Classes 
Introduction to Microsoft Word 2013, 
Part 1  
Tues., Jan. 26, 9am
Create documents and folders; edit; change font style 
and size, underline, italicize, make bold, and center 
text; and save.

Resume Writing Basics  
Thurs., Feb. 4, 9am
Microsoft Word 2013 resume templates. Internet profi-
ciency required. 

iPad & iPhone  
Mon., Feb. 1, 9am
Learn basic functions and features of your iPad or 
iPhone—including how to use apps, connect to Wi-Fi, 
and more. Please bring your device to class.

Android Tablet & Phone  
Fri., Jan. 29, 9am
Learn the basics of your Android device—adjusting set-
tings, managing apps, and using your Google account 
to your advantage. Please bring your device to class.

Registration Information:  One-hour, hands-on computer classes. Basic computer skills, including mouse & keyboard 
proficiency, are required. Please call the Reference Desk, 630-879-1393, ext. 200, or register online at BataviaPublicLibrary.org.

Advanced registration is required for programs designated   

**Microsoft Word proficiency required:

Computer classes for adults

Internet Classes 
*Internet proficiency required:

Searching the Internet*  
Tues., Jan. 19, 9am
Learn to use Google to find information. Learn search 
tips and how to evaluate Web sites.  

Online Job Searching*  
Tues., Mar. 1, 9am
Learn to use a job aggregator website to post your 
resume and search for jobs, and learn the basics of 
applying for jobs through employer websites. Required: 
Bring a digital copy of your up-to-date resume.

Introduction to Email*  
Thurs., Feb. 25, 9am

Digital Pictures*  
Fri., Mar. 11, 9am

Genealogy on the Internet, Part 1*  
Wed., Jan. 20, 9am

Genealogy on the Internet, Part 2*  
Wed., Feb. 3, 9am

News from the Friends

Computer Coaching Sessions

It’s not too late to 
“not attend” the

Happy New Year from the Friends! New in 2016—monthly sales in the 
FriendSpace will take place on the second Saturday of the month. Sales in 
the lower level FriendSpace are held from 9:15am to 4pm. Upcoming sales 
dates: Jan. 9, Feb. 13, March 12, April 9, May 14, July 9, Aug. 13, Sept. 10 
Oct. 8, Nov. 12, and Dec. 10. (There is no sale in June.) Shop often, as new 
titles are added every month. 

Save the date. The Friends Annual Meeting will take place on Thurs., 
March 24, at 7pm, at the Library. More details will be announced in the 
March/April issue of Neighbors of Batavia; in Wired, the Library eNewsletter; 
and at the Library.

Please remember! Current Friends, please renew your Friends membership 
for 2016. New members are always welcome. Memberships start at $5 per 
year for seniors (65 & older); $10 for an individual; and $15 for a family. 
Business and special memberships are also available. Membership forms are 
available at the Library or at BataviaPublicLibrary.org > Get Involved > Friends.

A buyer peruses the titles at the Friends' Vintage Book Sale.


