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The Library will be closed:
Sunday, May 29
Monday, May 30

Library Hours
Monday–Thursday 9 am–9 pm
Friday and Saturday 9 am–5 pm
Sunday 12–5 pm (Sept.–May)
Sunday 1–4pm (June–Aug.)

Telephone
630-879-1393
Fax: 630-879-9118
TTY: 630-879-8335
Home Delivery:   
 630-879-1393, ext. 290

Library Director
George H. Scheetz

Library Trustees
Douglas Sullivan, President
Diane Blodgett, Vice President
Cara Schuster, Secretary
Tom Von Lunen, Treasurer
Andrew Deitchman 
Richard Henders

“Batavia’s Library: Part 1, 1866–1867”

This year marks the 150th anniversary of library 
service in Batavia, 1866–2016.

The origins of the Library can be traced to October 
1866, when the Batavia Lyceum Association, an 
organization of young men, acquired a collection of 
books from the Sigournean Society, an organization of 
young women, which directly led to the creation of the 
Batavia Library Association, a membership library.

Both organizations were part of the great lyceum 
movement in the United States, and both were 
founded at the Batavia Institute, or, at the very least, 
founded by young men and women who had been 
students there.

The Sigournean Society, founded in about March 
1866, was a literary society and lyceum. Its name was 
derived from Lydia Huntley Sigourney, a popular 19th 
century poet who died in 1865.

The young women of the Sigournean Society 
were allied with the young men of the Batavia 
Lyceum Association in founding the Batavia Library 
Association.

The history of the Batavia Lyceum Association 
was intertwined with that of the Batavia Library 
Association. In October 1866, “A motion was carried 
that a committee of two be appointed for the purpose 

of conferring with the [Ladies’] Sigournian [sic] 
Society to ascertain the facts in regard to the books, 
after which time they should be taken to the Batavia 
Institute and placed in the charge of Prof. J. P. Wright. 
Messrs. S. B. Town & C. R. Williams were appointed as 
said Committee.”

The Batavia Lyceum Association held the first 
of several “union” (that is, joint) meetings with the 
Sigournean Society in February 1867. The program 
for such meetings was made up of talent from both 
societies and included singing, along with the usual 
orations, debates, and readings, and ended with a 
social hour. 

The members changed the name of the association 
to the Laconian Literary Society in November 1867. 
Throughout its short history, the Laconian Literary 
Society continued to support the Batavia Library 
Association, and apparently stopped conducting 
separate meetings by the spring of 1872. Ultimately, 
both societies—Laconian and Sigournean—gave way in 
turn to the Batavia Library Association, which is their 
greatest legacy. (to be continued) 

Visit the Batavia Public Library and celebrate “A new 
story…150 years in the making”!

 George H. Scheetz
 Director

Under the Cupola

Summer series to feature songwriters and live performances
The Library, in conjunction with the Fox Valley 

Music Foundation, will co-host a Summer Songwriter 
Workshop and Performance Series. Programs in the 
six-part series feature local, professional songwriters 
explaining their process when creating a song, followed 
by a live performance of their work. 

Three of the six programs will be held at Batavia 
Public Library and three will be held at the Aurora 
Public Library, West Branch (233 S. Constitution Dr.).

 According to Dave Glynn, board member of the 
Fox Valley Music Foundation, the series complements 
Aurora’s Blues on the Fox Festival, June 17–18. The 

Sideswipe Martial Arts performs for 
families at Rotolo Middle School, 

June 15.

Be a winner—
“Read for the WIN!” this summer

programs are free and will be held on Saturdays from 
1 to 3pm. 

Program presenters and locations are as follows:
June 11–Greg Boerner—Aurora PL, West Branch
June 25–Scott Tipping—Batavia PL 
July 9–Dave Ramont—Aurora PL, West Branch
July 23–Noah Gabriel—Batavia PL
Aug. 13–Kevin Trudo—Aurora PL, West Branch
Aug. 27–Gerald Dowd—Batavia PL 

Lecture to highlight Aurora’s role in Blues history 
The Library’s next New Lyceum Lecture Series 

program, “The Leland Bluebird Recording Sessions,” will 
be presented Tues., June 14, at 7pm. Steve Warrenfeltz, 
owner of Kiss the Sky in Batavia, and professional 
musician Scott Tipping will co-present the lecture. 

According to Warrenfeltz, more than 300 songs were 
recorded by the likes of Sonny Boy Williamson, Big 

Joe Williams, Tampa Red, Washboard Sam, and others 
prominent in the pre-war Chicago and St. Louis blues 
scenes from May 4, 1937, to December 19, 1938, in 
the Sky Club, which was atop the Leland Hotel in 
downtown Aurora. 

During these recording sessions, a new approach to 
making records was created and subsequently embraced 
by record labels representing blues, R&B, and rock ’n’ 
roll artists. Rediscovery of these historic recordings in 
the 1990s were responsible in part for the formation 
of the Fox Valley Blues Society, which in turn lead to 
the creation of the annual Blues on the Fox Festival, 
currently celebrating its 20th anniversary. 

The New Lyceum Lecture Series is sponsored by 
the Batavia Public Library Foundation. Registration is 
required. Please register online at BataviaPublicLibrary.org 
or call the Reference Desk, 630-879-1393, ext. 200. 

Left to right, 
Noah Gabriel, 
Scott Tipping, 
Gerald Dowd

Reading is for winners and this 
summer the Batavia Public 
Library is inviting people of 

all ages to become winners! There 
are no regulation time periods, no 
buzzers, no two-minute warnings. 
There are no overtimes and no 
scores. 

There’s just that winning feeling as 
you finish the last page and close the 
book (or shut down the eReader)! 
And then there’s the excitement of 
selecting your next book.

Summer Reading Club (SRC) for 
children—babies through 8th grade—
is an eight-week, independent 
reading incentive program. 
Participants earn small rewards 
as they reach the goals on their 
individual reading logs. Students 
read books and preschoolers listen 
to stories. And there is a special 
reading log for parents of babies, 
which includes activities that foster 
early literacy for parents to share 
with their babies.

Children are made readers on the laps  
of their parents.—Emilie Buchwald

“Summer reading helps prevent 
what educators refer to as ‘the 
summer slide,’” explained Joanne 

Zillman, Youth Services manager. 
“We consider summer reading a 
club. Like other clubs, there’s a 
common interest and fun activities 
for members to enjoy.”

This summer’s activities include 
popular programs from previous 
SRCs—babysitting workshops, “Paws 
for Tales,” “Book Buddies,” and 
“Curiosity Club.” Special programs 
this summer include “Creative 
Cartooning,” “Sideswipe Martial 
Arts,” and a “Family Feud Game 
Night.” 

The SRC Kickoff takes place on 
Sat., June 4, from 11am to 12pm 
in the Reading Garden (weather 
permitting), where children and 
their parents can enjoy a variety of 
games and a scoop of ice cream. 
Also, children can bring their 
reading logs back to the Library to 
begin collecting rewards on this day.

Parents of babies, preschoolers, 
and students can register for SRC 
in the Youth Services department 
beginning Mon., May 23. 

SRC is not just for children. High 
school students and adults can win 
this summer by reading or listening 
to books and turning in a reading 
log to the Reference Desk. Teens 
and adults will earn a small reward 

for turning in a log and be entered 
into a drawing for additional prizes—
gift cards from area merchants and 
restaurants—at the conclusion of 
SRC. 

Today a reader, tomorrow a leader.  
— Margaret Fuller

High school students and adults 
can pick up a reading log at the 
Reference Desk beginning Mon., 
May 23, and can begin returning 
reading logs June 4. 

Summer Reading Club 2016 
will see readers of all ages become 
winners—from start to finish. 

A reader lives a thousand lives before he dies.  
The man who never reads lives only one.  

—George R. R. Martin



Batavia Public Library

Programs and activities for youth
Registration Information: Registration Information: Stop by or call the Youth Services Desk, 630-879-1393, ext. 500, for more 
information and to register. Priority is given to Batavia Public Library cardholders for all programs requiring registration. Unless 
otherwise noted, May program registration begins May 1, June program registration begins May 16, July program registration begins 
June 13. Patrons of all abilities are welcome at our programs. Please contact the Library regarding accommodations.

Advance registration is required for programs designated  
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Advance registration is required for programs designated 

Storytimes
Book Character 
Visits
Fri., May 13, 1pm
Curious George
Fri., June 3, 2pm 
Cat in the Hat
Barnes & Noble Booksell-
ers will bring these book 
characters to the Library 
for stories and activities. 
Bring your camera! 

Truck Tales  
Thurs., May 19, 10am
Ages 3–6
Love trucks? Enjoy truck 
stories with Gary Holm, 
Batavia’s Public Works 
director, after which 

children can climb aboard 
one of Batavia’s big trucks.

Baby & Tot 
Storytime
Fri., May 20, 10am
Fri., July 1, 10am
Babies and tots through 
35 months with a care-
giver 
Drop in for songs, rhymes, 
and stories. We ask that al-
ternate care arrangements 
be made for older siblings. 
Batavia Public Library 
card required.

Lap Sit Storytime  
Tues., June 14, 10am
Mon., June 20, 10am
Ages 2–3 with a caregiver

Enjoy stories, rhymes, and 
more. 

Baby Storytime  
Tues., June 14, 11am
Babies through 24 months 
with a caregiver 
Interactive program for ba-
bies with stories, rhymes, 
and music. 

ABC Storytime  
Wed., June 8, 1pm
Fri., June 24, 1pm
Ages 3–6 
Activities, Books, and 
Craft program for children 
without a caregiver. 

For Babies & 
Preschoolers
Baby Play ’n’ Learn
Fri., June 10, 10am
Babies through 24 months
Parents can meet other 
parents/caregivers, enjoy 
playtime with their baby, 
and see examples of early 
literacy activities. Older 
siblings are welcome. 

Moves & More  
Thurs., June 16, 10am
Ages 3–4
Thurs., June 16, 11am
Ages 5–6
Participants will learn a 
few dance steps and an 
easy-to-follow routine 
from a Moves Dance Stu-
dio instructor. Parents are 
invited to watch the dance 
at 10:40am and 11:40am, 
respectively. 

Baby Exercise     
Fri., June 24, 11am
Babies through 24 months

Fitness is important for 
babies, too! Join us for tips 
on how to make exercise 
fun for you and your 
little one. Stay, play, and 
meet other babies and 
their caregivers. Space is 
limited. Please show your 
Batavia Public Library 
card at the Youth Services 
Desk to receive your entry 
ticket. 

Fit & Fun  
Tues., June 28, 10am
Ages 3–5 
Join us for stories, exercise, 
and a healthy snack.  

Signing Fun  
Fri., July 8, 10am
Ages 0–18 months with a 
caregiver
Fri., July 8, 11am
Ages 18–36 months with 
a caregiver
Licensed sign language 
interpreter Sheryl Eber-
sold demonstrates how to 
incorporate sign language 
into daily activities with 
signs, songs, and more.
Space is limited.

For Students
Chess Club  
Wed., June 8–29, 10am
Ages 6–14
Learn how to play chess! 
Learn what the pieces are 
called, how they move, 
and basic strategy for 
playing the game. Once 
you have completed this 
4-week session, you are 
welcome to join Chess 
Knight on Tuesday eve-

nings and play with other 
chess fans. 

Lego® Fun
Tues., June 21, 11am
Ages 4–10
Use the Library’s Lego 
blocks to make a creation 
for display in the Library. 
Space is limited; Bata-
via Public Library card 
required. Children ages 6 
and younger must be ac-
companied by an adult. 

Book Buddies  
Tues., June 7, 2pm
Fri., June 17, 11am
Wed., June 22, 2pm
Thurs., June 30, 2pm
Ages 6–8
Young readers will be 
partnered with Junior Vol-
unteers for approximately 
one hour of reading. 
This program focuses on 
book-sharing rather than 
tutoring. Please register 
for each date your child 
will attend.  

Paws for Tales  
Sat., June 11, 25, 
10am–11:30am
Grades 1–4
Children are invited to 
practice their reading skills 
by reading aloud to a spe-
cially trained therapy dog. 

The goal of Paws for Tales 
is to create a positive, non-
threatening, fun environ-
ment in which reading 
aloud is enjoyed. Register 
for a 15-minute time slot. 
Due to limited space and 
the popularity of this 
program, we are inviting 
participants to register for 
only one of the two dates 
offered in June. Presented 
by the Naperville Area 
Humane Society.

Curiosity Club  
Mon., June 13, 10am
Grades K–2
Through books, games, 
and experiments, par-
ticipants explore a science 
and nature topic. Each 
participant will receive a 
take-home activity. 

Anybook Club  
Thurs., June 16, 2pm
Grades 4–8 
Join us for snacks, games, 
and book-related banter. 
You can talk about books 
you’ve read and we’ll 
tell you about some you 
might like. You don’t have 
to read anything in par-
ticular, just come to enjoy 
book-related activities.

American Red Cross 
Babysitter’s Training 
Course  
Wed., June 22, 
9:30am–5pm
Wed., July 6, 
9:30am–5pm
Ages 11–15 
A 7½-hour training course 
in which students learn 
basic babysitting skills 
and how to deal with 
emergencies. Participants 
must attend entire session. 
Due to the popularity of 
this program, a lottery 
drawing will be held. 
Lottery registration for 
the June 22 class begins 
May 16, with the lottery 
drawing held on June 8. 
Lottery registration for the 
July 6 class begins June 13, 
with the lottery drawing 
held on June 24. Priority 
given to Batavia Public 
Library cardholders. The 
course is sponsored by 
the Batavia Public Library 
Foundation. 

Book Gems  
Thurs., June 23, 11am
Becoming Babe Ruth 
by Matt Tavares
Grades 2–3
Discussion and activities 
based on the book. Re-
serve a copy of the book 
when registering.

Fit & Fun  
Mon., June 27, 10am
Ages 6–8
Mon., June 27, 1pm
Ages 9–14
Learn tips on how to 
stretch muscles and warm 
up before starting physical 
and sporting activities; 
practice these tips in the 
Reading Garden and on 
a walk around the block; 
and sample energy-boost-
ing, healthy snacks. 

American Girl® 
Party  
Tues., July 5, 2pm
Ages 6–9
Join us for games, ac-
tivities, and refreshments. 
American Girl dolls 
welcome!

Creative 
Cartooning  
Thurs., July 7, 1pm
Ages 8–12
Professional cartoonist 
Mark Anderson shares his 
cartooning techniques and 
guides students as they 
create their own draw-
ings. Students can learn 
to draw expressive faces, 
write jokes for cartoons, 
and sketch bodies in mo-
tion. Templates will be 
provided for students to 
use and take home. 

For Families
Drop-In Craft
Tues., May 3, 
10am–12pm 
Fri., May 6, 1–3pm
Mon., June 6, 1–3pm 
All ages
Children ages 6 and 
younger must be accom-
panied by an adult. 

Read for the WIN!
June 4–Aug. 3 
Children from birth 
through middle school are 
invited to join Summer 
Reading Club 2016. Reg-
istration begins May 23. 
The first day to bring 
reading logs back to the 
Library is June 4. Be part 
of the reading team at 
Batavia Public Library this 
summer.

Babies and parents/caregivers have fun during Signing Fun.

Students can learn babysitting skills from an American Red 
Cross trainer June 22 & July 6.

continued on page 27
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Programs for adults and teens
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Registration Information:  Registration is required for some programs; please call the Reference Desk, 630-879-1393, ext. 200, or 
register online at BataviaPublicLibrary.org.

Advanced registration is required for programs designated  
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Monthly Programs

Sundays on Stage

Teen Programs 
College and Career

Fun Stuff

Feature Programs

The Batavia Public Library Foundation is the 2016 Season Sponsor.

New Lyceum Lecture Series
The Batavia Public Library Foundation is the 2015-16 Season Sponsor

The Beatles:  
Band of the Sixties  
Thurs., May 5, 7pm
Aaron Krerowicz explores the music 
of the Beatles during the 1960s. 
Krerowicz shares excerpts from 
interviews with the Fab Four and 
audio clips of their music. 

The Leland Bluebird 
Recording Sessions  
Tues., June 14, 7pm
Steve Warrenfeltz and Scott Tipping explain how recording sessions in 
1930s’ Aurora influenced the music industry. (see page 21)

Advance registration is required for programs designated  

Making Paper  
Sat., May 14, 1–3pm
Presenter Lynn Elam 
demonstrates how to transform 
discarded books into new books. 
Participants can repurpose old 
books into blank handmade 
paper, which will be used in 
the Making Books program on 
May 21.

Making Books  
May 21, 1–3pm
Presenter Lynn Elam shows 
participants how to sew and bind 
handmade paper into new blank 
books—to be taken home, filled 
with personal histories, and re-
turned to the Library to become 
part of the Library’s collection. 
Attendance at the Making Paper 
program (above) is not a prereq-
uisite for this program.

Summer Songwriter Workshop and Performance Series
A six-program series co-presented by the Fox Valley Music Foundation, 
Aurora Public Library West Branch, and Batavia Public Library. Please see 
page 20 for series information. 

Questions & Ancestors   
Genealogy Series
Searching for Living 
Persons
Thurs., June 16, 7pm
Presenter Thomas 
MacEntee explains the 
most effective ways 
to find living people 
using Internet search 
engines and how mak-
ing contact with living 
relatives can help hone 
genealogy research 
skills. Co-sponsored 
by the Kane County 
Genealogical Society. Professional genealogist Thomas MacEntee shares tips 

on finding living relatives online, June 16.

 Mark Twain, 
 100 Years Later  
 Sun., May 22, 2pm
 Meet America’s foremost 

humorist and hear his fascinating 
life’s story—from his early years in 

Hannibal to his world-wide 
travels—told in the way only 

Twain could tell it. Presenter 
Dave Ehlert has performed 
as Mark Twain in 38 states!

Thomas Paine: Voice 
of the Revolution  
Sun., June 26, 2pm
The writings of Thomas 
Paine inspired people to 
support independency 
and Washington’s army to 
continue the fight against 
all odds. Actor R. J. Lindsey 
portrays Thomas Paine 
speaking about a life of fail-
ure in England, but success 
in America, and the dra-
matic events that pushed 
the colonies to revolt. 

Book Discussion
Tues., May 10, 7:30pm
Lost in Shangri-La 
by Mitchell Zuckoff 
A fast-paced story of a transport 
plane carrying 24 officers and enlist-
ed men and women that crashes in 
the South Pacific during World War 
II. Three survivors face a harrowing 
journey in the jungle until rescued.

Tues., June 14, 7:30pm
We Are All Completely  
Beside Ourselves 
by Karen Joy Fowler
Rosemary’s story begins when she 
is arrested; from there the tragedy 
at the heart of her family is slowly 
revealed. A moving tale of familial 
love and loss that examines the 
bonds of sisterhood. Avoid reading 
spoilers!

Books Between Bites
Thurs., May 19, 12pm
Remembering Legendary Chicagoans, 
presented by Rick Kogan

Adult Anime Club
Wed., May 25 and June 22, 
6:30–9pm
Adults ages 18 and older are invited 
to watch anime and meet other 
adult anime and manga enthusiasts. 

Managing College Costs  
Tues., May 3, 7–8pm
Learn about college financing and strategies for saving 
money from an Illinois Student Assistance Commission 
representative. 

Free Comic Book Day
Sat., May 7, 9am–5pm
Stop by today for a free comic 
book, courtesy of Graham Crackers 
Comics in St. Charles. Dress up as a 
superhero with our props and have 
your picture taken in our photo 
booth.

Inclusion Game Night
Wed., May 11 and June 8, 
6:30–8:30pm
Teens and young adults of all abili-
ties—their families and friends—are 
invited to meet new people and try 
out a board game or card game in a 
relaxed setting. High school volun-
teers are welcome. 

Anime Club
Thurs., May 12 and June 9, 
6:30–8:30pm
Teens ages 13 and older are invited 
to watch anime, play games, and 
meet other anime and manga 
enthusiasts. 

Inclusion Movie Night
Tues., May 24 and June 28, 
6:30–8:30pm
Teens and young adults of all abili-
ties—their families and friends—are 
welcome to meet new people and 
watch a movie in a relaxed setting.

Genealogy Research 
Whether you’re just starting or would like help overcoming obstacles, a 
librarian will guide you in your genealogy research during a one-hour, 
one-on-one session. Available Monday–Friday, 9am–5pm.

Dave Ehlert portrays 
Mark Twain, May 22.

R. J. Lindsey as 
Thomas Paine

Aaron Krerowicz shares interviews 
with the Beatles, May 5.
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Schedule an appointment with a technology assistant 
for a one-hour, one-on-one coaching session based on 
your individual needs. Available Monday–Thursday, 
4–8pm; Batavia Public Library card required. Contact 
the Reference Desk, 630-879-1393, ext. 200, for details 
and appointment.  
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Introduction to Microsoft 
Word 2013, Part 2**  
Tues., June 7, 9am
Font and background colors; text 
boxes, clip art, and photos; bulleted 
and numbered lists; tables; lines, 
arrows, and autoshapes; page num-
bers; and page setup

Introduction to Microsoft 
Word 2013, Part 3**  
Tues., June 14, 9am
Headers and footers, section breaks, 
WordArt, page borders, footnotes, 
endnotes, tables, charts, and mail 
merge

Introduction to Microsoft 
Excel 2013, Part 1**  
Thurs., June 9, 9am
Summation; formulas; data entry; 
autofill; print

Introduction to Microsoft 
Excel 2013, Part 2**  
Thurs., June 30, 9am
Add and delete rows and columns; 
find and replace; sort; navigate 
workbooks; introduction to charts; 
security

Introduction to Microsoft 
PowerPoint 2013**  
Wed., June 29, 9am

Other Computer Classes 
Introduction to Microsoft Word 2013, 
Part 1  
Tues., May 31, 9am
Create documents and folders; edit; change font style 
and size, underline, italicize, make bold, and center 
text; and save.

Resume Writing Basics  
Wed., June 1, 9am
Microsoft Word 2013 resume templates. Internet profi-
ciency required. 

Android Tablet & Phone
Tues., May 24, 9am
Please bring your device to class.

iPad & iPhone 
Thurs., June 2, 9am
Please bring your device to class.

Registration Information:  One-hour, hands-on computer classes. Basic computer skills, including mouse and keyboard 
proficiency, are required. Please call the Reference Desk, 630-879-1393, ext. 200

Advanced registration is required for programs designated   

**Microsoft Word proficiency required:

Computer classes for adults

Internet Classes 
*Internet proficiency required:

Searching the Internet*  
Tues., May 17, 9am
Learn to use Google to find information. Learn search 
tips and how to evaluate Web sites.  

Online Job Searching*  
Tues., June 28, 9am
Learn helpful networking tips, as well as how to use a 
variety of online resources in your job search, including 
Indeed, LinkedIn, and employer websites. Required: 
Bring a digital copy of your up-to-date resume.

Digital Pictures*  
Thurs., June 23, 9am
Learn how to remove digital photos from your camera 
or smartphone, edit them using Picasa, and send them 
to Flickr. Please bring your smartphone or camera, as 
well as your USB charging cable, to class.

Computer Coaching Sessions Follow the Library on

The Library pages in Neighbors of Batavia are funded in part by the Friends of the Batavia Public Library 
and the Batavia Public Library Foundation.

Summer Reading Club Kick-Off
Sat., June 4, 11am–12pm
The games begin today with Summer Reading Club 
2016, “Read for the WIN!” Join us for games and ice 
cream scoops in the Reading Garden (weather permit-
ting). Register today and get in the game! 

Chess Knight
Tues., June 7–28, 7pm
Ages 8 through adult
Participants should have a basic knowledge of the game 
of chess. 

Movies at the Library
Fri., June 10, 1pm
Wed., June 29, 1pm
Enjoy a free movie at the library. Please call the Youth 
Services department for movie title, length, and rating. 

Game of the Week
Please note ages for specific game days. Registration is 
required for Family Feud Game Night only.
Thurs., June 9, 10:30am–12pm  
Board and Card Games
Ages 6–14
Fri., June 17, 1–2pm
Balloon Games
All ages
Mon., June 20, 7pm
Family Feud 
Game Night  
Families
Thurs., June 30, 11am
Sports Bingo
Ages 3–14 

Sideswipe Martial Arts
Wed., June 15, 7pm
Families
As seen on America’s Got Talent, Sideswipe blends 
traditional martial arts, such as karate and tae kwon do, 
with gymnastics, acrobatics, music, and choreography, 
to create a high-flying display of talent, strength, and 
stamina. This one-of-a-kind performance is great family 
fun. Free tickets available at the Youth Services Desk 
beginning May 16. This event will be held at Rotolo 
Middle School. Sponsored by the Friends of the Batavia 
Public Library. 

continued from page 23

Programs for Youth

Read for the WIN!
Summer Reading
Club 2016

June 4–August 3
Registration begins May 23

Junior Volunteers:
Please turn in your summer volunteer 

application by May 13. 


