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The Library will be closed:
Wed., Nov. 23, closing at 5pm
Thurs., Nov. 24
Fri.–Mon., Dec. 23–26
Sat., Dec. 31, closing at 12pm
Sun.–Mon., Jan. 1–2, 2017

Library Hours
Monday–Thursday 9 am–9 pm
Friday and Saturday 9 am–5 pm
Sunday 12–5 pm (Sept.–May)

Telephone
630-879-1393
Fax: 630-879-9118
TTY: 630-879-8335
Home Delivery:   
 630-879-1393, ext. 290

Library Director
George H. Scheetz

Library Trustees
Douglas Sullivan, President
Diane Blodgett, Vice President
Cara Schuster, Secretary
Tom Von Lunen, Treasurer
Andrew Deitchman 
Richard Henders
Jo Ann Smith

Batavia’s Library: Part 3, 1873

This year marks the 150th year of library service in 
Batavia, 1866–2016.

In 1873, the Batavia Library Association moved the 
Library to the second floor of the Buck Block, at First 
Street and Batavia Avenue, above the Buck & Porter 
general store. This building was razed in the 1920s 
to make way for a service station; the site is now the 
location of Windmill City Discount Liquor Store. 
The Library, which then numbered 384 volumes, 
was housed in a suitable room, with a Reading Room 
adjoining.

In the aftermath of the great Chicago fire of 1871, 
the General Assembly of Illinois, in March 1872, 
passed “An act to authorize cities, incorporated towns 
and townships to establish and maintain free public 
libraries and reading rooms.” Perhaps inspired by 
this new law, Association members evidently began 
thinking seriously in terms of serving the general 
public with their library. In February 1873, a special 
committee strongly recommended “the trial of a free 
library plan for one year.” At the same meeting, Francis 
H. Buck and D. C. Newton, among others, were 
elected as members.

The constitution was revised and, in April 1873, 
the Batavia Library Association became the first “free 
library” in the Tri-City area (of Batavia, Geneva, and 

St. Charles) when it adopted a “free library plan” and 
opened its doors to all residents of Batavia Township, 
regardless of whether they were members. Francis 
H. Buck, the last Librarian of the Batavia Library 
Association and, in 1882, the first Librarian of the 
Batavia Public Library, was first elected to office in 
April 1873.

Also in April 1873, several persons were proposed 
as new members (or subscribers) of the Association 
for purposes of recruitment. The list included many 
familiar names from Batavia history, including Van 
Nortwick, Town, Burton, Halladay, Burnham, Coffin, 
Cleveland, McKee, and Wolcott.

As the Free Library grew in use and number 
of books, more funds were needed. In 1873, the 
Association held a “necktie sociable,” which realized 
a profit of $51.85. For a “necktie sociable,” each lady 
would make a necktie of the same material as her 
dress for the evening, and each gentleman would 
draw a necktie at random, upon which it was his duty, 
during the party, to wait upon the lady wearing the 
corresponding dress.

Many plans for raising money to purchase books 
were carried out during the ensuing years. 
(to be continued) 

 George H. Scheetz
 Director

Under the Cupola

It will be hard to top a year like 2016, during which 
the Library launched new programs, new services, 
and a new digital collection. In case you missed the 
announcements for everything new in 2016, here’s the 
year in review.

January—the Library’s inaugural Science & Art Fair—
families participated in a number of hands-on activities 
featuring experiments and art projects sponsored by 
local organizations. Mark your calendar—the second 
annual fair is scheduled for Jan. 28, 2017.

February—My Librarian—a new readers’ advisory 
service that connects readers with an Adult Services 
employee who shares their taste in reading material. If 
you like mysteries or history, chick lit or science fiction, 
travelogues or time travel, we have a librarian who’s 
“been there, read that.” Check out My Librarian, listed 
in the Readers’ Corner at BataviaPublicLibrary.org.

March—the Library’s first Tournament of Books. In 
the spirit of March Madness, Library visitors had the 
opportunity to vote for their favorite 2015 titles from 
a Sweet 16 collection selected by The Morning News, 
an online magazine. Bracket-style elimination selected 
The Sellout by Paul Beatty as the 2015 national winner. 
Library visitors voted Our Souls at Night by Kent Haruf 
as the Batavia winner. The tournament returns in 2017, 
with the 2016 titles suggested by Batavians and based 
on their popularity in Batavia.

April—The Library sitework construction project, 
which began in 2015, was finished and improvements 
were made to Library landscaping. New signs on the 
walls at the corner of Wilson and Water Streets and the 
widening of the entrance to the Reading Garden at that 
corner are some of the new enhanced features of the 
project. 

A very
good year

May—The online digitization of Civil War letters 
and diaries written by Batavians provides 24-hour 
access to historical information. The project was made 
possible in part by an award from the Illinois State 
Historical Records Advisory Board, through funding 
from the National Historical Publications and Records 
Commission (NHPRC), National Archives and Records 
Administration. To view the searchable text, visit 
BataviaHistory.org > Local History > Batavia’s Civil War 
History.

June—The Library began automatically renewing 
library cards for three years, with two exceptions: 
Cardholders who have had a change of address and 
cardholders who turn 18 years old before the three-year 
period is up. Teens will see their cards renewed until 

their 18th birthday, at which time they need to come to 
the Library to register as an adult cardholder. 

September—“1000 Books Before Kindergarten”—the 
newest program in the Library’s treasure chest of 
early literacy initiatives. Started by a Nevada not-for-
profit foundation, the program’s premise is simple: 
Reading to a child very early in life boosts the child’s 
learning potential in school. What parent doesn’t want 
that? Parents can register to join “1000 Books Before 
Kindergarten” in the Youth Services department.
 

What does 2017 have in store for the Library? You’ll 
find out in future issues of this magazine; in Wired, 
the Library’s monthly eNewsletter; and by visiting the 
Library and its website.

Library site work, which included widening the opening to the Library property at Wilson and Water Streets, 
was completed in 2016. 

Terms of office expire for five Library trustee positions 
next year. Library district voters will be electing four 
trustees for 4-year terms and one trustee for a 2-year 
term in the April 4, 2017, consolidated election. 
Residents of the Library district interested in running 
for the Board of Library Trustees can pick up an 

election packet at the Library. Election packets must 
be turned in at the Library Dec. 12–19, during regular 
Library hours. For more information regarding the 
role and responsibilities of a Library trustee, please call 
Library Director George H. Scheetz, 630-879-1393, ext. 
350.

Library Trustee Election April 2017
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Programs and activities for youth
Registration Information: Stop by or call the Youth Services Desk, 630-879-1393, ext. 500, for more information and to register. 
Priority is given to Batavia Public Library cardholders for all programs requiring registration. Unless otherwise noted, registration begins 
on the first of the month in which the program occurs. 

Advance registration is required for programs designated  
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And Don’t Miss . . . No registration is required for the following activities.

For Babies & 
Preschoolers
Preschool Play ’n’ 
Learn 
Thurs., Nov. 17, 10am
Ages 2–5 with caregiver
Enjoy playtime with your 
child and explore our 
early literacy stations, 
which include activities 
with letters, numbers, 
sequencing, and more. 

Baby Play ’n’ Learn
Fri., Nov. 18, 10am
Fri., Dec. 9, 10am
Babies through 24 months
Meet other parents and 
caregivers, enjoy playtime 
with your baby, and see 
examples of early literacy 
activities. 

Holiday Storytime 
Specials
All holiday storytimes 
are drop-in programs. No 
registration required.   

Lap Sit Storytime
Mon., Dec. 5, 10am
Tues., Dec. 6, 10am
Ages 2–3 with a caregiver
Enjoy stories, rhymes, and 
more.  

Family Storytime
Mon., Dec. 5, 7pm
Families with children 
through age 7 
Drop in for stories, songs, 
and a craft.

Baby Storytime
Tues., Dec. 6, 11am
Babies through 24 months 
with a caregiver 
Babies can enjoy this 
interactive program which 
includes songs, nursery 
rhymes, lap games, and 
book-sharing. We ask that 
alternate care arrange-
ments be made outside of 
class for older siblings. 

ABC Storytime
Wed., Dec. 7, 10am
Thurs., Dec. 8, 10am
Ages 3–6 without a 
caregiver
Activities, Books, and 

Craft program for children 
without a caregiver

Preschool Storytime
Fri., Dec. 9, 1pm
Ages 3–6 
Younger siblings are 
welcome. An adult must 
accompany children 
younger than 4 years old. 

For Students
Minecrafternoon
Thurs., Nov. 3, 4:30pm
Thurs., Dec. 1, 4:30pm
Ages 6–14 
Join your fellow Mine-
crafters for an hour of play 
on the Library’s Minecraft 
system. Space is limited. 
Please show your Batavia 
Public Library card 
(required) at the Youth 
Services Desk to receive 
your entry ticket. Tickets 
are given out beginning 
15 minutes before the 
program until gone. 

Anybook Club   
Tues., Nov. 8, 4pm
Tues., Dec. 6, 4pm
Grades 4–8  
Whether you’re into 
graphic novels, fantasy, sci-
ence fiction, or nonfiction, 
share what you’re reading 
with your friends. Join us 
for snacks, games, and 
book-related banter. 

Late Night at the 
Library   
Fri., Nov. 11, 6–9pm 
Grades 3–5
After-hours program 
that includes activities, 
scavenger hunt, pizza, 
and a guest performer. 
Parental permission form 
and $3 per participant 
are required at registra-
tion. Register in person 
at the Youth Services 
Desk, beginning Nov. 1. 
Space is limited. Priority 
is given to Batavia Public 
Library cardholders and to 
students attending Batavia 
schools.

Mad Scientists 
Club   
Mon., Nov. 14, 4:30pm
“It’s Electric”
Thurs., Dec. 15, 4:30pm
“Holiday Challenge”
Grades 3–5
Develop your inner 
scientist through activities, 
experiments, and games. 
Have fun with science, 
technology, engineering, 
and math (STEM). We 
investigate electricity in 
November and solve a 
holiday-related challenge 
in December.

Book Gems   
Tues., Nov. 15, 6:30pm
Thanks to Lucy 
by Ilene Cooper
Tues., Dec. 20, 6:30pm
Holly’s Jolly Christmas 
by Nancy Krulike
Grades 2–3
Book club and activities 
for young readers. Regis-
tration required; reserve 
a copy of the book when 
registering.

Curiosity Club   
Wed., Nov. 16, 4:30pm
Wed., Dec. 14, 4:30pm
Grades K–2
Through books, games, 
and experiments, partici-
pants explore a variety of 
science and nature topics. 

Tween Advisory 
Board   
Mon., Nov. 21, 4pm
Mon., Dec. 19, 4pm
Grades 6–8
Calling all tweens! Do you 
have suggestions for activi-
ties, books, or technology 
that tweens would enjoy 
and the Library should 
consider? Join the Batavia 
Public Library Tween 
Advisory Board. We meet 
once a month to plan 
activities for students at 
the Library and work on 
projects. We also eat pizza 
and have fun! New mem-
bers are welcome. 

Chess Club   
Wed., Nov. 23, 10am
Tues., Dec. 20, 4:30pm
Ages 6–14
Learn more about chess 
and improve your chess 
skills as we explore 
strategy and tactics. Basic 
knowledge of the game 

is required; however, all 
skill levels are welcome. 
A portion of the hour will 
be spent on strategy, then 
playing the game using it.    

Lego® Fun 
Fri., Nov. 25, 10am
Tues., Dec. 27, 10am  
Ages 4–11 
Drop in and build some-
thing with our Lego or 
Duplo bricks. No registra-
tion required. Batavia Pub-
lic Library card required 
for admission. Space 
is limited. Please note: 
children age 4–6 must be 
accompanied by an adult. 

Game Day 
Wed., Dec. 28, 1–3pm
Ages 7–14 
Enjoy indoor games 
such as Wii, chess, giant 
Connect Four, and board 
games. You can bring a 
game of your own, too, 
and find a new player to 
challenge. Stay for all or 
part of the time.

For Families
Preschool Fair
Mon., Nov. 14, 
6:30–8pm
Trying to decide on a pre-
school for your child? Stop 

by the Library for a look 
at various Batavia and 
Geneva preschools. The 
open house format offers 
parents and caregivers the 
opportunity to talk to staff 
from many preschools 
in one evening, in one 
location. 

International 
Games Day
Sat., Nov. 19, 
10am–4pm
Did you know that many 
of the games you play 
originated in a different 
country? Stop by to play 
one of these games and 
learn about its history. We 
will feature chess, check-
ers, mancala, dominoes, 
marbles, and hopscotch. 

Celebration of Lights
Sun., Nov. 27, 6–7pm
Batavia Depot Museum
Drop in for holiday 
readings at the Depot 
Museum.

The Magic of 
Gary Kantor 
Sat., Dec. 10, 10:30am
Bring the whole family for 
a thrilling and entertaining 
show starring magician 
Gary Kantor. This show 
is packed with vanishing 
acts, mind-reading tricks, 
and some hilarious tricks. 
All ages welcome. Doors 
to the Founders Room  
open at 10:15am.

Peanuts Party
Thurs., Dec. 29, 10am
Enjoy games and activities 
featuring Charlie Brown 
and his friends and stay 
for a movie featuring the 
Peanuts gang at 11am.

Observation Station
November
Optical Illusions 
December
“I Spy” Discovery Bottles 

Drop-In Craft
Thurs., Nov. 10, 10am–12pm
Mon., Nov. 21, 4–7pm
Mon., Dec. 12, 10am–12pm 
Sat., Dec. 17, 2–4pm
Thurs., Dec. 22, 10am–12pm  

Chess Knight
Tues., Nov. 22, Dec. 27, Jan. 3, 
7–8pm
Ages 8–adult
Participants should have a basic 
knowledge of the game.  

Bingo
Wed., Nov. 23, 1pm
Fri., Dec. 30, 11am 
Ages 3–14 
Children ages 5 and younger must 
be accompanied by an adult or 
older sibling.

Movies at the Library
Fri., Nov. 25, 1pm 
Thurs., Dec. 29, 11am 
Please call the Library for movie 
title, length, and rating.

Bookshelf Elf Guessing Jar
Dec. 1–17
Correctly guess how many elfish 
items are in the jar for a chance to 
win a prize.

Bookshelf Elf Search 
Dec. 1–22 
There is a Bookshelf Elf hiding in 
the Youth Services department. 
Find him and bring him to the 
Youth Services Desk for a treat.

Mayor Schielke and 
Linda Schielke read 
holiday stories at the  
Depot Museum during the 
2014 “Celebration of Lights.” 
Visit the Depot Museum on 
Nov. 27 to hear stories this 
year.



Genealogy Research Whether you’re just starting or would like help overcoming obstacles, a librarian will guide you in your genealogy 
research during a one-hour, one-on-one session. Available Monday–Friday, 9am–5pm.

Batavia Public Library

Programs for adults and teens
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Registration Information:  Registration is required for some programs; please call the Reference Desk, 630-879-1393, ext. 200, or 
register online at BataviaPublicLibrary.org.

Advanced registration is required for programs designated  
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Monthly Programs

Feature Programs

Sundays on Stage The Batavia Public Library Foundation is the 2016 Season Sponsor.

Teen Programs Advance registration is required for programs designated  

Book Discussion
Tues., Nov. 8, 7:30pm
True Grit by Charles Portis
In this rip-roaring adventure story, 
a no-nonsense teenage girl hires a 
tough U.S. marshal to help avenge 
the death of her father. Even if you 
don’t like Westerns, this novel’s 
sparkling, wry humor and engaging 
dialogue just might win you over. 

Tues., Dec. 13, 7pm
Non-Discussion Book Discussion 

Share with the group the favorite 
two books—new or old—that you’ve 
read this year. 

January book discussion 
selection:
The Sherlockian by Graham Moore 

Books Between Bites
Thurs., Nov. 17, 12pm
At Dawn We Slept 
by Gordon W. Prange, presented by 
Dan Hoefler

Thurs., Dec. 15, 12pm
Christmas Season Writings with a 
Connection to Batavia, presented by 
Mayor Jeffery D. Schielke

Adult Anime Club
Wed., Nov. 16 & Dec. 28, 
6:30–9pm
Adults ages 18 and older are invited 
to watch anime and meet other 
adult anime and manga enthusiasts. 

Inclusion Game Night
Wed., Nov. 9 & Dec. 14, 
6:30–8:30pm
Teens and young adults of all abili-
ties—and their families and friends—
are invited to meet new people and 
try out a board game or card game 
in a relaxed setting. High school 
volunteers are welcome. 

Teen Anime Club
Thurs., Nov. 10 & Dec. 8, 
6:30–8:30pm
Teens ages 13 and older are invited 
to watch anime, play games, and 
meet other anime and manga 
enthusiasts. 

Inclusion Movie Night
Tues., Nov. 22 & Dec. 27,  
6:30–8:30pm
Teens and young adults of all abili-
ties—and their families and friends—
are welcome to meet new people 
and watch a movie in a relaxed 
setting.

College Prep

Fun Stuff

Start Early, Start Smart:  
College and Career Planning  
Sun., Nov. 6, 1–2pm
When students choose a motivating college major and 
career goal, they will be more successful in college and 
in launching their careers. Peg Hendershot from Career 
Vision will explain why early career planning is crucial 
for today’s students and discuss the five steps to making 
these decisions—before choosing a college. 

SAT vs. ACT—What’s Right for You?  
Tues., Dec. 6, 7–8pm
What’s the difference between the new SAT and the 
ACT? This program addresses the predictability, pace, 
and key items that students should know when prepar-
ing to take either test. Discussion may help students 
decide which test is better for them. Presented by C2 
Education.

NaNoWriMo Write-In
Sat., Nov. 5, 9:30am–1pm
During National Novel Writing Month, challenge your-
self to write 50,000 words (or 1,700 words a day). We’ll 
provide coffee and snacks in the Conference Room 
while you dedicate the time to writing. Join the national 
challenge for free at NaNoWriMo.org. Continue the chal-
lenge at Geneva Public Library’s Write-In, Sat., Nov. 12, 
1–4:30pm.

Mussels, Moonshine, Music: 
Mississippi Valley Migrants 
in the 20th Century  
Sun., Nov. 27, 2pm
In a time almost forgotten, the 
Midwest and upper South were 
home to thousands of Americans 
who lived and worked along or on 
rivers as sharecroppers, fishermen, 
mussel-shellers, button-cutters, 
traveling minstrels, and moonshin-
ers. Musician and cultural historian 

Dennis Stroughmatt examines this 
lifestyle using artifacts, photographs, 
folktales, and a performance of 
river-based music passed down from 
the hardworking generation of his 
grandfather, Chancy Stroughmatt. 
This program is made possible by an 
award from the Illinois Humanities 
Council.

The Legend 
of St. Nicholas  
Sun., Dec. 4, 2pm
Terry Lynch portrays the Old Eng-
lish Father Christmas, telling stories 
of St. Nicholas, the protector of 
children throughout the ages. Learn 
about the origins of St. Nicholas 
characters in various countries, 
popular Christmas symbols, and 
worldwide Christmas traditions. A 
program for the whole family.

Holiday Concert  
Sun., Dec. 11, 2pm
The Batavia-based Festive Singers, 
an a cappella quartet, are back to 
spread holiday cheer at the Library. 
Bring the family and enjoy free 
refreshments while listening to these 
amazing voices. 

Fiddler Dennis Stroughmatt performs 
during “Mussels, Moonshine, and 

Migrants,” Nov. 27.

Terry Lynch shares “The Legend of 
St. Nicholas,” on Dec. 4. 

Cutting the 
Cable Cord  
Sat., Nov. 19, 1pm
Dropping a cable TV sub-
scription and using online 
video alternatives has 
become a viable option for 
those eager to save money. 
But is ditching cable the right decision for you? This 
presentation will weigh the options and explore 
online streaming services and equipment including 
Netflix, YouTube, 
Hulu, Amazon Prime,  
Apple TV,  
and Roku.  
Also included:  
Hoopla,  
which is available  
using your library card. 
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Introduction to Microsoft 
Word 2013, Part 2**  
Thurs., Dec. 1, 9am
Font and background colors; text 
boxes, clip art, and photos; bulleted 
and numbered lists; tables; lines, 
arrows, and autoshapes; page num-
bers; and page setup

Introduction to Microsoft 
Word 2013, Part 3**  
Thurs., Dec. 8, 9am
Headers and footers, section breaks, 
WordArt, page borders, footnotes, 
endnotes, tables, charts, and mail 
merge

Introduction to Microsoft 
Excel 2013, Part 1**  
Tues., Dec. 6, 9am
Summation; formulas; data entry; 
autofill; print

Introduction to Microsoft 
PowerPoint 2013**  
Fri., Jan. 13, 9am

Other Computer Classes 
Introduction to Microsoft Word 2013,  
Part 1  
Thurs., Nov. 17, 9am
Create documents and folders; edit; change font style 
and size, underline, italicize, make bold, and center text; 
and save.

Resume Writing Basics  
Mon., Dec. 19, 9am
Microsoft Word 2013 resume templates. Internet profi-
ciency required. 

Android Tablet & Phone  
Fri., Nov. 18, 9am
Please bring your device to class.

iPad & iPhone  
Wed., Dec. 7, 9am
Please bring your device to class.

Registration Information:  One-hour, hands-on computer classes. Basic computer skills, including mouse and keyboard 
proficiency, are required. Please call the Reference Desk, 630-879-1393, ext. 200

Advanced registration is required for programs designated   

**Microsoft Word proficiency required:

Computer classes for adults

Internet Classes 
*Internet proficiency required:

Searching the Internet*  
Tues., Nov. 29, 9am
Learn to use Google to find information. Learn search 
tips and how to evaluate websites.  

Digital Pictures*  
Fri., Nov. 4, 9am
Learn how to remove digital photos from your camera 
or smartphone, edit them on Flickr, and upload them to 
social media. Please bring your smartphone or camera, 
and your USB charging cable, to class.

In addition to its monthly book sale in the 
FriendSpace, the Friends will host a Vintage Book Sale in 
the Library Conference Room on Sat., Dec. 10. Classic 
books, sets, novels, nonfiction, large maps, and old 
textbooks will be available, as well as gift-quality coffee 
table books and newer sets.

The Friends’ annual Holiday Book Sale in the Friends’ 
Book Corner on the upper level will run throughout 
December. Individually priced, gift-quality and holiday-
themed books; fiction; nonfiction; children’s books; and 
Book Lover’s calendars will be for sale. Get nice books at 
nice prices as you support the Friends and the Library. 

Upcoming book sales in the FriendSpace: Saturdays, 
Nov. 12 and Dec. 10, from 9:15am to 4pm

Vintage Book Sale 
December 10

Fireside Family Fun
Winter Library Club for Families

Winter Reading Club 
for Adults & Teens

Jan. 14–Feb. 28

News from the Friends

Sharpen your #2 pencils! Coming in 2017 —
Adult Team Spelling Bee to benefit the 

Batavia Public Library Foundation

Please consider supporting the Library’s “Born to Read” 
early literacy program by purchasing baby books at 
Barnes & Noble Booksellers in Geneva Commons. At the 
B&N register, a cashier will ask whether you would like 
to “purchase a book to support literacy.” If you purchase 
any of the titles listed, they will be given to the Library 
to be included in the “Born to Read” book bags. Please 
purchase your gift by Dec. 31. For more information 
about “Born to Read,” visit BataviaPublicLibrary.org > Find 
It Fast > Born to Read.

• Five Little Monkeys 
 Jumping on the Bed 
• The Little Mouse, 
 the Red Ripe Strawberry 
 and the Big Hungry Bear 
• My First Mother Goose 
• My First Word Board Book 
• Read to Your Bunny 
• Touch and Feel Baby Animals 
• Where’s Spot? 

27

Holiday gifts for babies

Computer Coaching 
Schedule an appointment with a technology assistant for a one-
hour, one-on-one coaching session based on your individual needs. 
Available Monday–Thursday, 4–8pm


