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Johnny Peers and the Muttville Comix 
Make time for family on Sunday, December 3, and join us at 2 p.m. for the “Johnny Peers and
the Muttville Comix” show. Johnny’s comedic canines will perform challenging and hilarious tricks,
as they did on The Late Show with David Letterman, and at the White House, Disneyland, and
Busch Gardens. Start the month off with a bang and a few hearty laughs. Registration is not
required. Doors to the Founders Room will open at 1:45 p.m. See you there!

Every Picture Tells a Story 
Follow the Batavia Public Library on Instagram and see our stories unfold!

Reading Suggestions 
To enjoy a book, do you need to like the characters? Check out Stacey’s new shelf of Characters to Care About.

 
"Civil Rights Freedom Rider" 
Thomas Madison Armstrong III recounts his experience as a Freedom Rider in the early 1960s during the next New Lyceum
Lecture Series program, at 7 p.m., Monday, December 11. Armstrong was the first resident of the state of Mississippi to join
the Freedom Riders in 1961. As a student at historically black Tougaloo College from 1959 to 1963, he joined a small group of
colleagues and faculty members who launched early protests for voting rights and equal public accommodations. Armstrong is
the author of Autobiography of a Freedom Rider: My Life as a Foot Soldier for Civil Rights with Natalie Bell. Please register.

Library Closings 
The Library will be closed Sunday and Monday, December 24 and 25; Sunday, December 31; and Monday, January 1. 

Buy a Baby a Book! 
“Born to Read” is an early literacy partnership program of Batavia Public Library, Batavia Public School District #101, and Barnes & Noble
Booksellers. Babies born to parents who live in Batavia are eligible to receive a free book bag containing books for baby and early literacy
information for parents. The bags are available in English and Spanish. The program is sponsored by local organizations, businesses, and
individuals like you. 

Please help support ”Born to Read” this holiday season by purchasing one of seven baby books at Barnes & Noble Booksellers in Geneva Commons.
When you go to the register, Barnes & Noble Booksellers cashiers will ask if you would like to “purchase a book to support literacy.” If you
purchase any of these books—Touch and Feel Baby Animals; Five Little Monkeys Jumping on the Bed; The Little Mouse, the Red Ripe Strawberry,
and the Big Hungry Bear; Read to Your Bunny; My First Mother Goose; My First Word Board Book; and Where’s Spot—they will be given to the
Library to be included in the “Born to Read” book bags. Please purchase these titles by December 31. We thank you for your support. 

Batavia ACCESS Toy Store 
The Library is a collection site for the Batavia ACCESS Toy Store. Bring donations of new or like new toys and games to the Check Out Desk now
through Saturday, December 9. Donations will make the holidays a little happier for 500+ children in Batavia Township. Also accepted: children’s
gloves, mittens, scarves, and hats. If you would like to donate cash or gift cards (great for teens), please bring those donations to the Batavia
Police Station. 

Community Engagement 
The first of the Library’s Community Engagement public meetings will be held Thursday, February 1. More details about the meeting will be
forthcoming in the January/February issue of Neighbors of Batavia, the January issue of Wired, and on the Library website. Batavia Public Library
District residents are invited and encouraged to attend four community meetings in 2018, where they can take part in planning the Library’s future.
For more information about the Library's Community Engagement meetings, write to Engage@BataviaPublicLibrary.org. 
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Board of Library Trustees Meetings 
The December 19 meeting of the Board of Library Trustees has been cancelled.

The Friends are hosting two special sales in December—the Vintage Book Sale and the Holiday Sale. The
Vintage Book Sale will be held Saturday, December 9, in the Library Conference Room. Due to recent
donations, there are plenty of classics, book sets, novels, nonfiction, large maps, and older textbooks. Gift-
quality coffee table books and newer sets will also be available. Each book or set will be individually priced.
After shopping the Vintage Book Sale, shoppers can visit the regular monthly used book sale in the

FriendSpace on the lower level of the Library. Both sales run from 9:15 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
  
The Friends’ Holiday Sale runs throughout December in the Friends' Book Corner across from the Check Out Desk. Individually priced, gift-quality
and holiday-themed books will be featured. Fiction, nonfiction, children’s books—there will be something for everyone on your list. Every book
purchased helps the Friends support the Library. 
  
 

 

Displays in the Library during December 
  
Art Wall – Mary Ellen Segraves 
Lobby Display Cases – Literacy Volunteers Fox Valley; BHS Hall of Honor 
Youth Services Display Case – Kimi Adams, Tristan Carroccia, Ash Herman, Cole Mensah 
Book Displays – Holiday (fiction and nonfiction)

November / December Collection Survey: Young Adult. Take the online survey

Programs for Adults
Christmas Music in the Movies: Sunday, December 10, 2 p.m. Not a creature was stirring...except Jack
Benny, Judy Garland, Bing Crosby, Red Skelton, and other Hollywood legends. Enjoy Mr. Benny's hilarious
holiday special and watch clips from classic films, including White Christmas, Meet Me in St. Louis, and
Holiday Inn. Presented by Steve Franzel. Registration required. Sponsored by the Batavia Public Library

Foundation. A Sundays on Stage program.

 

Civil Rights Freedom Rider: Monday, December 11, 7 p.m. Presenter Thomas Madison Armstrong III recounts his experience as a Freedom
Rider during the Civil Rights Movement in the early 1960s. Armstrong, a civics education consultant, was among the protestors demonstrating for
voting rights and equal public accommodations. A New Lyceum Lecture Series program. Registration required. Sponsored by the Batavia Public
Library Foundation.

Adult Anime Club: Thursday, December 28, 6:30–8:30 p.m. Adults ages 18 and older are invited
to watch anime and meet other adult anime and manga enthusiasts. No registration required.

Book Discussion: Non-Discussion Book Discussion, Tuesday, December 12, 7 p.m. Share with the group the favorite two books—
new or old—that you’ve read this year. Registration required. 
  
January book discussion: American Dervish by Ayad Akhtar

 
Books Between Bites: Thursday, December 14, 12 p.m. Join us as Pam Otto reviews Winter World 
by Bernd Heinrich. Otto manages the Hickory Knolls Discovery Center in St. Charles and writes a weekly
column, “Good Natured,” for the Kane County Chronicle and Kane County Connects. Otto is familiar with
natural areas throughout the Fox Valley, as well as the writings of many naturalists, including Bernd
Heinrich. Her seasonally themed presentation will lead listeners on a virtual tour of animals in winter. 
 
 
 

Computer Classes   
   
The Library offers a variety of 1-hour, hands-on computer classes (from "Introduction to Microsoft Word" to "Genealogy on the
Internet"). Registration required.   

Technology Coaching Sessions: Schedule an appointment with a technology assistant for a one-hour,
one-on-one coaching session based on your individual needs. Technology coaching includes instruction on
computers, tablets, smartphones, and more. Sessions are available Monday and Thursday, 4–8 p.m. Batavia
Public Library card required. Call the Reference Desk, (630) 879-1393, ext. 200, to schedule a session. 
 
Genealogy Research: Whether you’re just starting or would like help overcoming obstacles, a librarian will
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guide you in your genealogy research during a one-hour, one-on-one session. Available Monday–Friday, 9
a.m.–4 p.m. Batavia Public Library card required. Call the Reference Desk, (630) 879-1393, ext. 200, to
schedule a session.

Programs for Teens

           

Fun Stuff  
 
Inclusion Game Night: Wednesday, December 13, 6:30–8:30 p.m. Teens of all abilities—and
their families and friends—are invited to the Library to meet new people and play a board game or
card game in a relaxed setting. No registration required. 
  
Anime Club: Thursday, December 14, 6:30–7:30 p.m. Teens are invited to the Library to watch
anime movies, preview new shows on DVD, and meet other anime and manga enthusiasts. No
registration required. 
  
Inclusion Movie Night: Tuesday, December 26, 6:30–8:30 p.m. Teens and young adults of all
abilities—and their families and friends—are invited to watch movies and meet new people in a
relaxed setting. Free popcorn! No registration required.

College Prep   
  
ACT Practice Test: Sunday, January 7, 12:30 p.m. Take a free ACT practice test, courtesy of Princeton Review. Bring water, #2
pencils, an ACT-approved calculator, and an energy snack. Scores will be available online within a week of taking the test. To
register, go to REGISTER HERE ACT. 
  
SAT Practice Test: Sunday, February 11, 12:30 p.m. Take a free SAT practice test, courtesy of Princeton Review. Bring water,
#2 pencils, an SAT-approved calculator, and an energy snack. Scores will be available online within a week of taking the test. To
register, go to REGISTER HERE SAT.

 

 

Programs for Youth 
 
For a complete listing and details of all December programs offered by the Youth Services department, please refer to the Library’s
Programs/ Events page. Unless otherwise indicated, program registration begins Friday, December 1. Priority is given to Batavia
Public Library cardholders.   
 

Programs for Families 

Observation Station: Stop by the Youth Services department this month to discover "What's that Scent?" 
 
 
“Catch” the Gingerbread Man: Find the Gingerbread Man hiding in the Youth Services 
department and bring it to the Youth Services Desk to receive a treat, Friday, December 1–Sunday,
December 10. 
 
 

Johnny Peers and the Muttville Comix: Johnny Peers and his comedic canines are coming to tickle your funny bone as he leads
his dogs through challenging and hilarious tricks, Sunday, December 3, 2 p.m. No registration required. Doors to the Founders
Room open at 1:45 p.m. 
  

Cookie Decorating: Drop in to decorate a holiday cookie, Monday, December 4, 10–11:30
a.m.; or Saturday, December 9, 1–2:30 p.m. No registration required. 
  
Gingerbread Guessing Jar: Correctly guess how many gingerbread items are in the jar in
the Youth Services department for a chance to win a prize, Sunday, December 10–
Wednesday, December 20. 
  

Drop-In Craft: Stop by to make a scented sandpaper gingerbread man, Thursday, December 14, 4–6 p.m.; or Tuesday,
December 19, 10 a.m.–12 p.m. No registration required. 
  
Family Holiday Trivia: Bring the whole family for trivia, activities, and more, Monday, December 18, 7 p.m. Family teams will
compete against other families. Invite your neighbors and friends to compete or cheer you on. Registration required. 
  
Chess Knight: Students ages 8 and older and adults are invited to play chess, Tuesdays, December 26 and
January 2, 7–8 p.m. Participants should have a basic knowledge of how to play. No registration required. 
  
Bingo: Children ages 3–14 are invited to play Bingo, Wednesday, December 27, 11 a.m. Children age 5 and
younger must be accompanied by an adult or older sibling. No registration required. 
  

Star Wars Celebration: Young Star Wars fans are invited to celebrate our favorite story
from a galaxy far, far away, Friday, December 29, 10–11:30 a.m. Dress as your favorite
Star Wars character and enjoy craft, activity, and game stations. All are welcome. Activities
are suitable for ages 6–10. No registration required. 
  
Movie at the Library: Bring the whole family to watch a movie at the Library, Thursday,
January 4, 11 a.m. Arrive early and make a Captain Underpants nametag at 10:45 a.m.
Please call the Youth Services department for movie title, length, and rating. No registration
required. 
  

Explore!: Drop in for hands-on activities for all ages, using Lego® bricks, Zoob BuilderZ®, MagWorld® tiles, recyclables, and more,
Friday, January 5, 10–11:30 a.m. No registration required. 
 

 
Programs for Students

Stamping Holiday Cards: Students ages 8–14 can make their holiday cards (4) with presenter Heather Wnek, Wednesday,
December 6, 4:30 p.m. Choose from a variety of styles, colors, and themes; materials provided. Registration required. 
  
Minecrafternoon: Students ages 6–14 can join their fellow Minecrafters for an hour of play on the Library’s Minecraft system,
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Thursdays, December 7 and January 4, 4:30 p.m. Space is limited. Entry tickets will be handed out beginning 15 minutes before
the program until gone. No registration required. 
  
Book Gems: Book discussion club for young readers in grades 2–3, Tuesday, December 12, 6:30 p.m. Read A Christmas Tale by
Geronimo Stilton and then join us for discussion and activities. Registration required; reserve a copy of the book when registering. 
  

Read with Rusty: Students grades K–8 must turn in their tracking sheet at the Youth Services Desk to earn
a voucher for a ticket to a Chicago Steel hockey game by December 15. Offered in partnership with the
Chicago Steel Hockey Team. 
  
Chat and Chew: Students in grades 6–8 can hang out with friends, eat pizza, and do creative projects,
Monday, December 18, 4 p.m. Registration required. 
  
Dewey Club: Join us for a journey into the world of nonfiction for students in grades 2–4, Tuesday,
December 19, 4:30 p.m. This month we will “Make $ense of Money.” Registration required. 
  

Kids Read: We’ll bring books to life with students in grades 3–5 Thursday, December 21, 6:30 p.m.
Read Dash by Kirby Larsen and join us for conversation, activities, and refreshments. Registration
required; reserve a copy of the book when registering. 
  
Board Game Day: Students ages 7–14 can bring a board game or play one of the Library’s games with
friends, Tuesday, December 26, 1–2 p.m. No registration required. 
  
Babymouse & Lunch Lady Party: Students grades 1–4 can enjoy an hour of activities based on these
popular graphic novels, Thursday, December 28, 11 a.m. Wear pink or yellow if you like. Registration
required. 
  
Mario Kart Tournament: Students grades 6–8 can test their Wii Mario Kart skills, Wednesday,
January 3, 2–3:30 p.m. Best overall standings across multiple races win prizes. Snacks provided while
watching competitors race. Registration required. 
 

 
Programs for Babies, Toddlers & Preschoolers 
 
Stories in Motion: Children ages 3–6 are invited to a drop-in storytime, Saturday, December
2, 11 a.m. We’ll act out stories, learn fun stretches, and practice lively movement rhymes. No
registration required. 
  
Baby Play & Learn: Join us for a drop-in playtime for babies ages 24 months and younger, Friday, December 8, 10 a.m. Parents
can meet other caregivers, enjoy playtime with their baby, and see examples of early literacy activities. No registration required.  
 
Holiday Storytime Specials 
The following storytimes are drop-in programs. No registration required. 
 
Toddler Time: Stories, rhymes, and more for children ages 2–3 with a caregiver, Tuesday, December 5; and Monday, December
11, 10 a.m. 
  
Baby Storytime: Babies through 24 months and their caregivers will enjoy this interactive program which includes songs, nursery
rhymes, lap games, and book-sharing, Tuesday, December 12, 11 a.m. 
  

ABC Storytime: Activities, books, and craft for children ages 3–6 without a caregiver, Thursday,
December 7, 10 a.m. 
  
Preschool Storytime: Stories and more for children ages 3–6, Friday, December 15, 1 p.m.
Younger siblings are welcome. An adult must accompany children younger than 4 years old. 
 

Photo of the Month 
Ron and Sandie performed songs made famous by Dean Martin and his friends during a 100th anniversary celebration of Dino's birth. 
 

 

Sneak Peek at January 
Winter Library Club begins Saturday, January 13. Families can enjoy six and a half weeks of reading and fun activities at the Library. Teens and
adults can read to win prizes. More information will be included in the January enewsletter. 
  
 

Questions? Suggestions? Email: askus@bataviapubliclibrary.org
Hours 

Subscribe Past Issues RSS

mailto:askus@bataviapubliclibrary.org
http://eepurl.com/bOw8jX
https://us3.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=d9b4077ecc8d301c8cc1bfdcc&id=3cdcfdfb83
https://us3.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=d9b4077ecc8d301c8cc1bfdcc&id=3cdcfdfb83


   

Mon-Thu 9-9 
Fri-Sat 9-5 
Sun 12-5 (Sept-May) 
Sun 1-4 (June-Aug)
 

Batavia Public Library   10 S. Batavia Ave.  Batavia, IL 60510-2449  (630) 879-1393
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