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 Holiday Closings 
The Library will be closed Sunday, December 31; and Monday, January 1. Happy New Year!

Reading Suggestions 
If you like books that are clever and witty, check out Astrid's new shelf of Lighter Fare.

Speak Up, Batavia! 
The first of four Community Engagement Sessions titled "Speak Up! Engage. Envision. Energize.” will be held from 7 to
9 p.m., Thursday, February 1, in the cafeteria at Batavia High School, 1600 W. Main St. Library district residents are
invited and encouraged to attend the sessions to share their thoughts, suggestions, and desires for the Library’s future.
During the first session Library Director George H. Scheetz will offer an overview of today’s Library, followed by small

group discussions among district residents. Subsequent Community Engagement sessions will be held at the high school on March 1, April 12,
and May 10. There is no registration for the sessions—plan to come, bring your spouse, your neighbors, and friends. Questions? Please write to
Engage@BataviaPublicLibrary.org.

Winter Library Club 
Enjoy indoor winter fun at the Library by participating in “Reading Wonderland,” Winter Library Club 2018. Winter Library
Club is a reading and activity program for families (at least one adult and one child) and a reading club for teens and
adults. Families can register and receive a “Reading Wonderland” activity log at the Youth Services Desk beginning Jan.
13. After completing each level (four in all) on the log, families return to the Youth Services Desk to collect small rewards.
Activities include attending a Library program, making a family snowman, exploring an online resource, and more. Families
participating in Winter Library Club must be Batavia Public Library cardholders or have children attending a Batavia school. 
  
Adults and high school students are invited to participate in “Reading Wonderland,” Winter Reading Club 2018, by reading
or listening to three books and returning a reading log to the Reference Desk. Adults and students will earn a free book when they return a reading
log and will be entered into a drawing for prizes at the conclusion of “Reading Wonderland.” Reading logs will be available at the Reference Desk
beginning January 13. 

Sweet Sixteen Celebration 
We’re having a Sweet Sixteen party for the Library at 10 South Batavia Avenue! That’s right, the “new” Library
will turn 16 on January 27. Please join us on Sunday, January 28, for a musical program, kid’s craft, trivia, a
DVD of the dedication in 2002, sweet treats, a drawing for 16 year olds, and a pictorial display of what’s been
happening here since 2002. No registration required. Just come on in and help us celebrate.

Board of Library Trustees Meetings 
The regular monthly meeting of the Board of Library Trustees is Tuesday, January 16, at 7 p.m., in the Conference Room. Board meetings are
open to the public. 
 

It's time to renew your Friends membership for 2018. Annual memberships start at $10 for an individual;
$15 for a family; and $5 for seniors. Membership renewal forms will be mailed to 2017 members. If you do
not receive one, please let us know at Friiends@BataviaPublicLibrary.org. Not a member? We are always
looking for new faces. Membership forms are available at the Library Check Out Desk and at our monthly
book sales in the FriendSpace. 

The next used book sale in the FriendSpace is Saturday, January 13, from 9:15 a.m. to 4 p.m. Shop for books at the Friends’ Book Corner on
the Library's upper level whenever the Library is open. 

 

Displays in the Library during January  
  
Art Wall – John Janunas 
Lobby Display Cases – Kane County Radon Awareness Month 
Youth Services Display Case – Alexandra Klein, Charlotte Klein, Vivienne Klein, Evelyn Smith 
Book Displays – It's a Girl! (fiction); Recovery Is  Possible (nonfiction)

January / February Collection Survey: Self-help. Take the online survey. 
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Programs for Adults

Adult Anime Club: Thursday, January 25, 6:30–8:30 p.m. Adults ages 18 and older are invited to watch anime and
meet other adult anime and manga enthusiasts. No registration required.

Fiesta: Sunday, January 28, 2 p.m. Sing along with Jan & Gino of the Soundz of Time. Their mix of Spanish and
Caribbean island songs will take the chill out of winter and get you dancing. Registration required. 
A “Sundays on Stage” program. 
 

Book Discussion: American Dervish by Ayad Akhtar, Tuesday, January 9, 7:30 p.m. A young Pakistani boy, whose parents
left the fundamentalists behind when they came to America, finds transformation and a path to happiness through a family
friend who shows him the beauty and power of the Quran. No registration required. 
  
February book discussion: The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind: Creating Currents of Electricity and Hope by 
William Kamkwamba 
 

Books Between Bites: Thursday, January 18, 12 p.m. Batavia’s Mayor Jeff Schielke makes his 31st annual visit to the program to present
“Batavia’s Revisionist History: Old Stories, New Endings.” Well-known and appreciated as Batavia’s resident historian, Schielke has shared many
programs about Batavia history, as well as literature with a connection to our city. This year, he shares Batavia-related stories that didn’t end the
way they were originally told. No registration required. 
 

Computer Classes   
   
The Library offers a variety of 1-hour, hands-on computer classes (from "Introduction to Microsoft Word" to "Genealogy on the Internet").
Registration required.   

Technology Coaching Sessions: Schedule an appointment with a technology assistant for a one-hour, one-on-one
coaching session based on your individual needs. Technology coaching includes instruction on computers, tablets,
smartphones, and more. Sessions are available Monday and Thursday, 4–8 p.m. Batavia Public Library card required. Call
the Reference Desk, (630) 879-1393, ext. 200, to schedule a session. 

Genealogy Research: Whether you’re just starting or would like help overcoming obstacles, a librarian will guide you in
your genealogy research during a one-hour, one-on-one session. Available Monday–Friday, 9 a.m.–4 p.m. Batavia Public
Library card required. Call the Reference Desk, (630) 879-1393, ext. 200, to schedule a session.

Programs for Teens

          

College Prep   

ACT Practice Test: Sunday, January 7, 12:30 p.m. Take a free ACT practice test, courtesy of Princeton Review.
Bring water, #2 pencils, an ACT-approved calculator, and an energy snack. Scores will be available online within a
week of taking the test. To register, go to REGISTER HERE ACT. 
  
All About Scholarships: Sunday, January 21, 1 p.m. Illinois Student Assistance Commission representative Megan
Chrum talks about the basics of a scholarship and offers tips on how to submit a successful application. Chrum also
shares ideas on how students can lower the cost of going to college. Registration required. 
  
SAT Practice Test: Sunday, February 11, 12:30 p.m. Take a free SAT practice test, courtesy of Princeton Review.
Bring water, #2 pencils, an SAT-approved calculator, and an energy snack. Scores will be available online within a
week of taking the test. To register, go to REGISTER HERE SAT.

Inclusion Game Night: Wednesday, January 10, 6:30–8:30 p.m. Teens of all abilities—and their families and
friends—are invited to the Library to meet new people and play a board game or card game in a relaxed setting. No
registration required. 
  
Anime Club: Thursday, January 11, 6:30–7:30 p.m. Teens are invited to the Library to watch anime movies,
preview new shows on DVD, and meet other anime and manga enthusiasts. No registration required. 
  
Inclusion Movie Night: Tuesday, January 23, 6:30–8:30 p.m. Teens and young adults of all abilities—and their
families and friends—are invited to watch movies and meet new people in a relaxed setting. Free popcorn! No
registration required.

Programs for Youth 

For a complete listing and details of all January programs offered by the Youth Services department, please refer to the Library’s Programs / Events
page. Unless otherwise indicated, program registration begins Tuesday, January 2. Priority is given to Batavia Public Library cardholders.  

Programs for Families 

Observation Station: Stop by the Youth Services department this month to see what’s new at the Observation Station. 
  

Chess Knight: Students ages 8 through adults are invited to play chess, Tuesday, January 2, 7–8 p.m. Participants should
have a basic knowledge of how to play. No registration required. 
  
Movies at the Library: Bring the whole family to watch movies at the Library this month. Come at 10:45 a.m., Thursday,
January 4, and make a Captain Underpants nametag before the movie at 11 a.m. The next movie will be shown on Sunday,
January 21, 2 p.m. Please call the Youth Services department for movie titles, lengths, and ratings. No registration required. 

  
Explore!: Drop in for hands-on activities for all ages, using Lego® bricks, Zoob BuilderZ®, MagWorld® tiles, recyclables, and more, Friday,
January 5, 10–11:30 a.m. No registration required. 
  
“Reading Wonderland,” Winter Library Club 2018: Families (at least one parent and one child) are invited to join Winter Library Club,
January 13–February 28. Complete tasks on the activity log to earn rewards. Participants must be Batavia Public Library cardholders or have
children attending a Batavia school. Stop by the Youth Services Desk beginning January 13 to get started. 
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Science & Art Fair: An open-house for families featuring activities and/or exhibits by The Frog Lady, T-Rexplorers,
School of Art Geneva, Northern Illinois University STEM Outreach, and more, Saturday, January 27, 11 a.m.–2 p.m.
Activities are suitable for children preschool age and older. No registration required. Sponsored by the Friends of the
Batavia Public Library. 
  
Drop-In Craft: Stop by during the Library’s Sweet Sixteen Celebration to make a craft, Sunday, January 28, 1–4
p.m. No registration required.

Programs for Students

Mario Kart Tournament: Students in grades 6–8 can test their Wii Mario Kart skills, Wednesday, January 3, 2–3:30 p.m. Best overall standings
across multiple races wins. Students can enjoy snacks while watching other competitors race. Prizes awarded to the top racers. Registration
required. 
  

Minecrafternoon: Students ages 6–14 can join their fellow Minecrafters for an hour of play on the Library’s Minecraft
system, Thursday, January 4, 4:30 p.m. Space is limited. Entry tickets will be handed out beginning 15 minutes
before the program until gone. No registration required. 
  
Book Gems: Book discussion club for students in grades 2–3, Tuesday, January 9, 6:30 p.m. Read Dragons Don’t

Throw Snowballs by Debbie Dadey and then join us for discussion and activities. Registration required; reserve a copy of the book when
registering. 
  
Kids Read: We’ll bring books to life with students in grades 4–8, Thursday, January 11, 6:30 p.m. Read Where the Mountain Meets the Moon by
Grace Lin and join us for refreshments, activities and conversation. Registration required; reserve a copy of the book when registering. 
  
Dewey Club: Students in grades 2–4 are invited to join us for a journey into the world of nonfiction, Tuesday, January 16, 4:30 p.m. This month
we will learn about extreme weather, including famous blizzards of the past. Registration required. 
  
Card Sharks: Students ages 9–13 can learn amazing card playing skills to impress their friends and family,
Thursdays, January 18 and February 1, 6:30 p.m. Learn how to play card games like Rummy, Euchre, and Crazy
Eights and the strategies that help you win. Registration required. 
  
Chat and Chew: Students in grades 6–8 can hang out with friends, eat pizza, and help decorate the Youth
Services department for Winter Library Club, Monday, January 22, 4:30 p.m. Registration required. 
  
Chess Club: Chess players ages 6–14 who want to learn more about chess or improve their playing skills can join
us Tuesday, January 23, 4:30 p.m. Basic knowledge of the game is required; however, all skill levels are welcome. Registration required. 
  
Curiosity Club: Students in grades K–2 will explore science and nature topics through books, games, and experiments, Wednesday, January 24,
4:30 p.m. Participants will receive a take-home activity. Registration required. 
  
Mad Scientists Club: Students in grades 3–5 will explore their inner scientist with activities, experiments, and games based on science,
technology, engineering, art, and math, Monday, January 29, 4:30 p.m. This month’s theme is Winter Science. Registration required.

Programs for Babies, Toddlers & Preschoolers 

Stories in Motion: Children ages 3–6 are invited to a drop-in storytime, Saturday, January 6, 11 a.m. We’ll act out stories, learn fun stretches,
and practice lively movement rhymes. No registration required. 

Toddler Time: Enjoy stories, rhymes, and more for children ages 2–3 with a caregiver, Mondays, January 15–February 26, or Tuesdays,
January 16–February 27, 10:30 a.m. Registration required. 
  
Family Storytime: Bring the whole family for favorite stories, crafts, and more, Mondays, January 15–February 26, 7 p.m. Activities are
geared for children through 7 years old. No registration required. 
  
Baby Storytime—Pre-Walkers: An interactive program which includes songs, nursery rhymes, lap games, and book-sharing for infants who are
not yet walking and their caregivers, Tuesdays, January 16–February 27, 9:30 a.m. Please make outside care arrangements for older siblings.
Registration required.  

Drop-In Toddler Time: Stories, rhymes, movement, and more for children ages 2–3 and their caregivers, Tuesdays, January 16–February 27,
11:30 a.m. No registration required. Space is limited. Entry tickets will be given out 20 minutes before the program until gone. Batavia Public
Library card required. 

ABC Storytime: Activities, books, and a craft for children ages 3–6 who are able to participate independently without a caregiver, Wednesdays,
January 17–February 28, 10 a.m. or 1 p.m.; or Thursdays, January 18–March 1, 10 a.m. Registration required. 

Baby & Tot Storytime: Drop in for stories, songs, rhymes, and more for babies through 35 months and caregivers, Fridays, January 19–March
2, 10 a.m. No registration required. Space is limited. Entry tickets will be handed out beginning 20 minutes before the program until gone. Batavia
Public Library card required. 

Baby Storytime—Walkers: Babies through 23 months and caregivers will enjoy this interactive program including
songs, nursery rhymes, lap games, and book-sharing, Fridays, January 19–March 2, 11 a.m. Registration required. 
  
Preschool Storytime: Stories and more for children ages 3–6, Fridays, January 19–February 23, 1 p.m. Younger
siblings are welcome. An adult must accompany children younger than 4 years old. No registration required. 
 

Photo of the Month 
The Johnny Peers and the Muttville Comix show provided plenty of laughs for families! 
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Sneak Peek at February 
The Library’s annual magazine giveaway will be held Saturday, February 3, 9 a.m.–4 p.m. (or until the magazines are gone), in
the Founders Room. Magazines from 2013 will be bundled by title and offered free of charge on a first-come, first-served basis.

 
 Questions? Suggestions? Email: askus@bataviapubliclibrary.org

   

Hours 
Mon-Thu 9-9 
Fri-Sat 9-5 
Sun 12-5 (Sept-May) 
Sun 1-4 (June-Aug)
 

Batavia Public Library   10 S. Batavia Ave.  Batavia, IL 60510-2449  (630) 879-1393
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