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Reading Suggestions 
Readers—check out Julia’s Top 10 Favorite Books!

The first of four Community Engagement Sessions titled "Speak Up! Engage. Envision. Energize.” will be held from 7 to
9 p.m., Thursday, February 1, in the cafeteria at Batavia High School, 1600 W. Main St. Library district residents are
invited and encouraged to attend the sessions to share their thoughts, suggestions, and desires for the Library’s future.
During the first session Library Director George H. Scheetz will offer an overview of today’s Library, followed by small

group discussions among district residents. Subsequent Community Engagement sessions will be held at the high school on March 1, April 12,
and May 10. A brief presentation on the Library of the Future will precede group discussion at the March 1 session. The April and May sessions
will address topics and questions generated by the community during the first two sessions. RSVP (not required) at bit.ly/speakup-rsvp. Please join
us, bring your spouse, your neighbors, and friends. Questions? Please write to Engage@BataviaPublicLibrary.org. 
 

Magazine Giveaway 
The Library’s annual magazine giveaway will be held Saturday, February 3, 9 a.m.–4 p.m. (or until the
magazines are gone), in the Founders Room. Magazines from 2014 will be bundled by title and offered free
of charge on a first-come, first-served basis. 

  

 One Book, One Bataiva Programs 
Mark your calendar today for the One Book, One Batavia 2018 programs scheduled
in early March! This year’s One Book, One Batavia selection is The Boy Who
Harnessed the Wind, a memoir by William Kamkwamba. A discussion of the book is this month and two exciting programs
and an award-winning documentary on Kamkwamba will be presented in March. Please see Programs for Adults in this
enewsletter for more information and to register for programs. 

Winter Library Club 
“Reading Wonderland,” Winter Library Club 2018, continues through February 28. Winter Library Club is a reading and

activity program for families (at least one adult and one child) and a reading club for teens and adults. Families can register and receive a “Reading
Wonderland” activity log at the Youth Services Desk. After completing each level (four in all) on the log, families return to the Youth Services Desk
to collect small rewards. Activities include attending a Library program, making a family snowman, exploring an online resource, and more. Families
participating in Winter Library Club must be Batavia Public Library cardholders or have children attending a Batavia school. 
  
Adults and high school students are invited to participate in “Reading Wonderland” by reading or listening to three books, filling out a reading log,
and returning it to the Reference Desk. Adults and students earn a free book when they return a reading log and are entered into a drawing for
prizes to be held at the conclusion of “Reading Wonderland.” Reading logs are available at the Reference Desk and at BataviaPublicLibrary.org. 

Prom Dress Giveaway 
The Library is co-hosting CHIP IN Batavia’s 5th Annual Prom Dress Giveaway on Saturday, March 17, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The
Giveaway offers high school students from the Fox Valley area an opportunity to find a free prom dress from more than 200
dresses, regardless of income. Appointments are not required; students can visit any time between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. 
  
Persons who have prom dresses and/or accessories to donate can bring them to the Library February 1 through March 16. A
letter acknowledging the donation for tax purposes is available at the Check Out Desk. 
 

Board of Library Trustees Meetings 
The regular monthly meeting of the Board of Library Trustees is Tuesday, February 20, at 7 p.m., in the Conference Room. Board meetings are
open to the public.

Save the Date 
The Friends annual meeting will beheld at 10 a.m., Saturday, February 17, in the Library Founders Room. We will celebrate all things books, the
Library, and the Friends with a "Hugs and Quiches” event. The meeting is open to the Friends membership. Not a Friend of the Library yet?
You are welcome to join us and learn what we do and about the many volunteer opportunities within the organization. There will be a very short
Friends’ business meeting followed by brunch. For brunch planning purposes, please let us know if you plan to attend at
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Friends@BataviaPublicLibrary.org). 

The next used book sale in the FriendSpace is Saturday, February 10, from 9:15 a.m. to 4 p.m. Shop for
books at the Friends’ Book Corner on the Library's upper level whenever the Library is open.  
 

Displays in the Library during February 
  
Art Wall – William North 
Lobby Display Cases – Batavia Woman's Club; CHIP IN Batavia  
Youth Services Display Case – Carl Hocker, Dorothy Hocker, Leo Liang, Simon Liang 
Book Displays – A Fine Romance (fiction); Black History Month (nonfiction)

January / February Collection Survey: Self-help. Take the online survey. 

 

Programs for Adults
Mandala Drawing Workshop: Monday, February 5, 7 p.m. Eric Goetzinger, a Waterstreet Studios affiliated artist,
offers a lesson in mandala drawing. A How-To Community program. This program has a waiting list. Registration
required. 

Illinois at 200: Monday, February 19, 7 p.m. William Pack leads us through 200 years of state history—testing us on
state trivia (prizes!) and sharing stories about the birth of our state, how Batavia got its name, and strange and
humorous tidbits of Illinois lore. Registration required. 
  
Adult Anime Club: Thursday, February 22, 6:30–8:30 p.m. Adults ages 18 and older are invited to watch anime and
meet other adult anime and manga enthusiasts. No registration required.

Georgia O’Keeffe: Sunday, February 25, 2 p.m. One of the most acclaimed artists of the 20th century, Georgia O’Keeffe is renowned for her
brilliant paintings of flowers, nature, and the landscape around her homes in New Mexico. Learn about the paintings, as well as the woman whose
mythmaking encompassed both her paintings and her life. Leslie Goddard portrays the artist. A Sundays on Stage program. Sponsored by the
Batavia Public Library Foundation. Registration required. 

Aboriginal Dot Painted Mask Workshop: Wednesday, February 28, 7 p.m. Robin Stephens, a Water Street
Studios affiliated artist, leads an aboriginal dot painted mask workshop. A How-To Community program. This program
has one opening as of January 29. Registration required. 

 

Book Discussion: The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind: Creating Currents of Electricity and Hope by William
Kamkwamba, Tuesday, February 13, 7:30 p.m. In this inspiring memoir about perseverance and self-sufficiency, a
teenager teaches himself to build a windmill to provide electricity to his small African village. A story of youthful
exuberance, a love of learning, and hope in grim circumstances. No registration required. 
  
March book discussion: The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien

Books Between Bites: Thursday, February 15, 12 p.m. Batavian Dan Van Haften discusses two books he co-authored: The Ultimate Guide to
the Gettysburg Address and The Ultimate Guide to the Declaration of Independence. The Gettysburg Address is generally recognized as one of the
greatest speeches ever written. The persuasive force of the Declaration of Independence contributed to the survival of the United States. Authors
Dan Van Haften and David Hirsch were the first to dig beneath the surface to reveal Thomas Jefferson’s and Abraham Lincoln’s use of the elements
of a proposition. No registration required.

Computer Classes   
   
The Library offers a variety of 1-hour, hands-on computer classes (from "Introduction to Microsoft Word" to "Genealogy on the Internet").
Registration required.   

Technology Coaching Sessions: Schedule an appointment with a technology assistant for a one-hour, one-on-one
coaching session based on your individual needs. Technology coaching includes instruction on computers, tablets,
smartphones, and more. Sessions are available Monday and Thursday, 4–8 p.m. Batavia Public Library card required. Call
the Reference Desk, (630) 879-1393, ext. 200, to schedule a session. 

Genealogy Research: Whether you’re just starting or would like help overcoming obstacles, a librarian will guide you in
your genealogy research during a one-hour, one-on-one session. Available Monday–Friday, 9 a.m.–4 p.m. Batavia Public
Library card required. Call the Reference Desk, (630) 879-1393, ext. 200, to schedule a session.

Programs for Teens
          College Prep   

SAT Practice Test: Sunday, February 11, 12:30 p.m. Take a free SAT practice test, courtesy of Princeton Review.
Bring water, #2 pencils, an SAT-approved calculator, and an energy snack. Scores will be available online within a
week of taking the test. To register, go to REGISTER HERE SAT.

Anime Club: Thursday, February 8, 6:30–7:30 p.m. Teens are invited to the Library to watch anime movies, preview
new shows on DVD, and meet other anime and manga enthusiasts. No registration required. 

Inclusion Game Night: Wednesday, February 14, 6:30–8:30 p.m. Teens of all abilities—and their families and
friends—are invited to the Library to meet new people and play a board game or card game in a relaxed setting. No
registration required. 
  
Inclusion Movie Night: Tuesday, February 27, 6:30–8:30 p.m. Teens and young adults of all abilities—and their
families and friends—are invited to watch movies and meet new people in a relaxed setting. Free popcorn! No
registration required.
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Programs for Youth 

For a complete listing and details of all January programs offered by the Youth Services department, please refer to the Library’s Programs / Events
page. Unless otherwise indicated, program registration begins Thursday, February 1. Priority is given to Batavia Public Library cardholders.  

Programs for Families 

Observation Station: Stop by the Youth Services department this month to see what’s new at the Observation Station. 
  
“Reading Wonderland,” Winter Library Club: Families are invited to join the Winter Library Club. Participants
complete a variety of activities to earn rewards. Families must be Batavia Public Library cardholders or have children
attending a Batavia school. Bring in your activity log to the Youth Services Desk as you finish levels and before the
conclusion, Wednesday, February 28, at 9 p.m. 
  
Movies at the Library: Bring the whole family to watch a movie, Sundays, February 4 and February 18, 2 p.m.
Please call the Youth Services department for movie titles, lengths, and ratings. Snacks provided. No registration
required. 
  
Chinese New Year Celebration: Learn, play, and create with games and activities for all ages, Friday, February 16, 1–2 p.m. Practice writing
Chinese symbols, show off your chopstick skills, and create your own lucky fish. No registration required. 
  
Drop-In Craft: Stop by to make a craft, Saturday, February 10, 1–3 p.m.; or Monday, February 19, 11 a.m.–1 p.m. No registration required. 

  
Mark Hayward’s Family Comedy Show: Bring the family for a morning of amusement and laughter,
Saturday, February 24, 11 a.m. Hayward, a World Yo-Yo Champion, Spin Top Champion, and former member
of a world champion juggling team, performs his expert toy manipulating skills and family-friendly show for all
ages. Hayward has appeared on The Late Show with David Letterman and America’s Got Talent. Doors to the
Founders Room open at 10:45 a.m. No registration required. 
  
Read Across America: Join us as we celebrate the fun of reading and honor special storyteller Dr. Seuss,
Friday, March 2, 1–2 p.m. We will read a story or two and then enjoy book-related activities and games. No
registration required.

Programs for Students

Minecrafternoon: Students ages 6–14 can join their fellow Minecrafters for an hour of play on the Library’s Minecraft system, Thursdays,
February 1 and March 1, 4:30 p.m. Space is limited. Entry tickets will be handed out beginning 15 minutes before
the program until gone. No registration required. 
  
Card Sharks: Students ages 9–13 can learn amazing card playing skills to impress their friends and family, Thursdays,
February 1 and 15, 6:30 p.m. Learn how to play card games like Rummy, Euchre, and Crazy Eights and the
strategies that help you win. Registration required. Registration for the February 1 class already in progress. 
  
Lotions and Potions: Students in grades 6–8 can join us as we measure, stir, and concoct homemade lip balm, hand scrub, and other relaxing
concoctions, Saturday, February 3, 2–3:30 p.m. Sample soothing creations and make some to take home. Registration required. 
  
Hour of Code: Students in grades 3–6 can practice their skills on student-friendly coding websites with help from computer science instructor, Jo
Ann Smith, Monday, February 5, 4:30 p.m. All skill levels welcome. Registration required. 
  

Kids Read: We’ll bring books to life with students in grades 4–8, Wednesday, February 7, 6:30 p.m. Read A Wrinkle in
Time by Madeleine L’Engle and join us for refreshments, activities, and conversation. Create a storm in a bottle, 3D glasses,
and more. Registration required; already in progress. Reserve a copy of the book when registering.  
  
Chat and Chew: Students in grades 6–8 can hang out with friends, eat pizza, and do creative projects, Monday, February
12, 4:30 p.m. Registration required. 
  
Book Gems: Book discussion club for students in grades 2–3, Tuesday, February 13, 6:30 p.m. Read The Chocolate Touch
by Patrick Skene Catling. Join us for discussion and activities. Registration required; reserve a copy of the book when
registering. 
  
Game Day: Students ages 6–14 can enjoy indoor games, Monday, February 19, 2:30–4 p.m. Play Wii, chess, giant Connect

Four, and board games. No registration required. 
  
Dewey Club: Students in grades 2–4 are invited to join us for a journey into the world of nonfiction, Tuesday, February 20, 4:30 p.m. This
month we will explore secret codes and ciphers—including how codes are made and how to break them. Registration required. 
  
Curiosity Club: Students in grades K–2 explore science and nature topics through books, games, and experiments, Wednesday, February 21,
4:30 p.m. Participants receive a take-home activity. Registration required. 
  
Mad Scientists Club: Students in grades 3–5 explore their inner scientist with activities, experiments, and games based on
science, technology, engineering, art, and math, Monday, February 26, 4:30 p.m. This month’s theme: Artists &
Masterpieces. Registration required. 
  
Chess Club: Chess players ages 6–14 who want to learn more about chess or improve their playing skills can join us Tuesday,
February 27, 4:30 p.m. Basic knowledge of the game is required; however, all skill levels are welcome. Registration required. 
  
Coding for Kids: Retired computer science teacher Jo Ann Smith facilitates this 4-week coding instruction program for
students in grades 4–6, Mondays, March 5–26, 4:30 p.m. Each week Smith will offer instruction and introduction to some basic tools, followed by
time for self-directed coding work and skill building. Registration required; begins February 19. 
  
Middle School Mystery Night: An after-hours program for students in grades 6–8, Friday, March 9, 6:30–9 p.m. Play a life-size game of Clue
with characters and locations based on the magical world of Harry Potter. Try to unlock the secret in a challenge room in order to earn hints to
solve the Clue mystery, and eat pizza. A signed parental form and $3 per participant are due at registration. Registration required; begins
February 23. 
 

Programs for Babies, Toddlers & Preschoolers 

Stories in Motion: Children ages 3–6 are invited to a drop-in storytime, Saturdays, February 3 and March 3, 11 a.m., where they’ll act out
stories, learn fun stretches, and practice lively movements to rhymes and stories. No registration required. 
  
Preschool Storytime: Stories and more for children ages 3–6 continues through Friday, February 23, 1 p.m. Younger siblings are welcome. An
adult must accompany children younger than 4 years old. No registration required. 
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Family Storytime: Bring the whole family for favorite stories, crafts, and more, Mondays, through February 26, 7 p.m. Activities are geared for
children through age 7. No registration required. 
  
Baby Storytime—Pre-Walkers: An interactive program which includes songs, nursery rhymes, lap games, and book-
sharing for infants who are not yet walking and their caregivers, Tuesdays, through February 27, 9:30 a.m. Please make
outside care arrangements for older siblings and call for space availability. Registration required.  
  
Toddler Time: Stories, rhymes, and more for children ages 2–3 and their caregivers, Mondays, through February 26, or
Tuesdays, through February 27, 10:30 a.m. Please call for space availability. Registration required. 
  
Drop-In Toddler Time: Stories, rhymes, movement, and more for children ages 2–3 and their caregivers, Tuesdays, through February 27,
11:30 a.m. No registration required. Space is limited. Entry tickets will be given out 20 minutes before the program until gone. Batavia Public
Library card required. 
  

ABC Storytime: Activities, books, and a craft for children ages 3–6 who are able to participate independently
without a caregiver, Wednesdays, through February 28, 10 a.m. or 1 p.m.; or Thursdays, through March 1, 10
a.m. Registration required. 
  
Baby & Tot Storytime: Stories, songs, rhymes, and more for babies through 35 months and their caregivers,
Fridays, through March 2, 10 a.m. No registration required. Space is limited. Entry tickets will be handed out
beginning 20 minutes before the program until gone. Batavia Public Library card required. Please make alternate
care arrangements for older siblings. 
  
Baby Storytime—Walkers: Babies through 23 months and their caregivers will enjoy this interactive program
which includes songs, nursery rhymes, lap games, and book-sharing, Fridays, through March 2, 11 a.m.
Registration required. Please make alternate care arrangements for older siblings and call for space availability.

Photos of the Month 
Kids had fun with real snakes and making clay snakes during the Science & Art Fair. Peanut, a baby bearded dragon (center photo), was especially
popular.  
 

 

Sneak Peek at March  
Please join us next month to celebrate the One Book, One Batavia 2018 selection: The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind, a true
account of a teenager's determination to bring electric power to his small African village. Visit OneBookOneBatavia.org for more
information and to register for programs.

 
 Questions? Suggestions? Email: askus@bataviapubliclibrary.org

   

Hours 
Mon-Thu 9-9 
Fri-Sat 9-5 
Sun 12-5 (Sept-May) 
Sun 1-4 (June-Aug)
 

Batavia Public Library   10 S. Batavia Ave.  Batavia, IL 60510-2449  (630) 879-1393
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