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Reading Suggestions 
If you like books about the creative life, check out Lee’s new shelf of The Arts.

Speak Up! Batavia  
The second "Speak Up!” community engagement session will be held from 7 to 9 p.m., Thursday, March 1, in the
cafeteria at Batavia High School, 1201 Main Street. Library district residents are invited and encouraged to attend the
sessions to share their thoughts, suggestions, and desires for the Library’s future. 

During the second session, Lynn M. Elam, a professional librarian, Batavia resident, and former Library Trustee, will explore the future of libraries in
terms of programs and services, space use, technology, and more. Elam’s talk will be followed by small group discussions among district residents. 

Subsequent community engagement sessions will be held at the high school on April 12 and May 10. At the April session the Library will share
financial information about the Library, its operations and services, and its building and campus. The May session will ask the key question, Did we
hear you correctly? RSVP (not required) at bit.ly/speakup-rsvp. Please join us, bring your spouse, your neighbors, and friends. Questions? Please
write to Engage@BataviaPublicLibrary.org. 
 

Tournament of Books 
If you’re a fan of new fiction, take part in the Library’s third annual Tournament of Books! Sixteen of 2017’s best fiction books—chosen by Batavia
readers and Library staff—will contend for Batavia’s fiction book of the year in playoff-style brackets between March 5 and March 28. Vote online
on the Library’s Facebook page or in person at the Library (near the Reference Desk). Pick up an annotated list of the Sweet Sixteen titles and a
tournament bracket at the Reference Desk today. 

One Book, One Batavia Programs 
Please see Programs for Adults in this enewsletter to register for three exciting programs celebrating The Boy Who
Harnessed the Wind, the One Book, One Batavia 2018 selection. To learn more about the book and its author, William
Kamkwamba, visit OneBookOneBatavia.org. One Book, One Batavia is the Library’s annual community-wide reading event
and is co-sponsored by the Friends of the Batavia Public Library. 

Winter Library Club "Reading Wonderland," Winter Library Club 2018, concludes Wednesday, February 28. Families,
please bring your activity logs to the Youth Services Desk by 9 p.m. to collect your rewards. High school students and
adults, please bring your reading logs to the Reference Desk by 9 p.m. to collect your prizes and be entered in the Winter

Reading Club drawing. 

Prom Dress Giveaway 
The Library is co-hosting CHIP IN Batavia’s 5th Annual Prom Dress Giveaway on Saturday, March 17, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. The giveaway offers
high school students from the Fox Valley area an opportunity to find a free prom dress from more than 300 dresses, regardless of income.
Appointments are not required; students can visit any time between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. 
  
Persons who have prom dresses and/or accessories to donate can bring them to the Library through March 16. A letter acknowledging the
donation for tax purposes is available at the Check Out Desk. Dress shoes, jewelry, and other accessories are also welcome. 
 

Board of Library Trustees Meetings 
The regular monthly meeting of the Board of Library Trustees is Tuesday, March 20, at 7 p.m., in the Conference Room. Board meetings are open
to the public.

From the Friends 
The next used book sale in the FriendSpace is Saturday, March 10, from 9:15 a.m. to 4 p.m. Shop for
books at the Friends’ Book Corner on the Library's upper level whenever the Library is open.  
 

 

Displays in the Library during March 
  
Art Wall – Steve Gary 
Lobby Display Cases – CHIP IN Batavia; Just Food Initiative 
Youth Services Display Case – Addison Bakker, Nicole Connolly, Theo Connolly, Abigail Yeager 
Book Displays – It's a Boy! (fiction); One Book, One Batavia (nonfiction)

March / April Collection Survey: World History. Take the online survey. 
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Programs for Adults
Oba William King, Storyteller: Sunday, March 4, 2 p.m. Award-winning storyteller Oba William King captures the
essence of The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind, the One Book, One Batavia 2018 selection, sharing stories and folktales from
Malawi. King offers an example of the traditional style of “call and response,” which is specific to the region where author
William Kamkwamba is from, as well as “story with drum.” Registration required. Sponsored by the Friends of the Batavia
Public Library. 

William and the Windmill: Monday, March 5, 7 p.m. After William Kamkwamba succeeded at building a
windmill for his village, he became known worldwide. This documentary shows the new challenges he faced

as he shifted from inventor to leader. Winner of the South by Southwest Film Festival Grand Jury Award for Documentary Feature.
Registration required. Sponsored by the Friends of the Batavia Public Library. 

Stories and Songs of African People: Sunday, March 11, 2 p.m. Master storyteller and musician Shanta
Nurullah entertains, informs, and inspires with a blend of folktales, personal stories, and music. Registration
required. Sponsored by the Friends of the Batavia Public Library.

 

Unforgettable: Sunday, March 25, 2 p.m. Matt and Cynthia Gruel of Nostalgia Entertainment make the 50s come alive performing the musical
styles of the era. Rock out with the hits of Elvis, Bill Haley & the Comets, Chuck Berry, and Jerry Lee Lewis! Croon the subtle
songs of Dean Martin, Frank Sinatra, Nat King Cole, and Johnny Mathis. Bop along to “Rockin' Robin,” “Sh-Boom,” “Wake Up
Little Susie,” and “Yakety-Yak,” Hear the fascinating stories behind the music and artists while swaying to the hits! A Sundays
on Stage program. Sponsored by the Batavia Public Library Foundation. Registration required.

Book Discussion: The Things They Carried  by Tim O’Brien, Tuesday, March 13, 7:30 p.m. The men of Alpha Company battle the enemy, miss
the lives they left behind, and struggle with loneliness, rage, and fear in a testament to the devastating legacy of the Vietnam War. This modern
classic is a painful, lyrical, and intensely personal account of the war. No registration required. 
  
April book discussion: West with the Night by Beryl Markham 
 

 

Books Between Bites: Thursday, March 15, 12 p.m. Lester Munson, nationally known commentator and ESPN senior writer and legal analyst,
returns for his annual visit with two sports-related books: Arnie: The Life of Arnold Palmer by Tom Callahan and Smart Baseball by Keith Law. With
spring approaching, he’ll talk golf and baseball, and books by authors with whom he is acquainted. No registration required. 

Adult Anime Club: Thursday, March 22, 6:30–8:30 p.m. Adults ages 18 and older are invited to watch anime and
meet other adult anime and manga enthusiasts. No registration required.

Computer Classes   
   
The Library offers a variety of 1-hour, hands-on computer classes (from "Introduction to Microsoft Word" to "Genealogy on the Internet").
Registration required.   

Technology Coaching Sessions: Schedule an appointment with a technology assistant for a one-hour, one-on-one
coaching session based on your individual needs. Technology coaching includes instruction on computers, tablets,
smartphones, and more. Sessions are available Monday through Thursday, 4–8 p.m. Batavia Public Library card required.
Call the Reference Desk, (630) 879-1393, ext. 200, to schedule a session. 

Genealogy Research: Whether you’re just starting or would like help overcoming obstacles, a librarian will guide you in
your genealogy research during a one-hour, one-on-one session. Available Monday–Friday, 9 a.m.–4 p.m. Batavia Public
Library card required. Call the Reference Desk, (630) 879-1393, ext. 200, to schedule a session.

Programs for Teens
Fun Stuff 

Anime Club: Thursday, March 8, 6:30–7:30 p.m. Teens are invited to the Library to watch anime movies, preview
new shows on DVD, and meet other anime and manga enthusiasts. No registration required. 

Inclusion Game Night: Wednesday, March 14, 6:30–8:30 p.m. Teens of all abilities—and their families and friends
—are invited to the Library to meet new people and play a board game or card game in a relaxed setting. No
registration required. 

Inclusion Movie Night: Tuesday, March 27, 6:30–8:30 p.m. Teens and young adults of all abilities—and their
families and friends—are invited to watch movies and meet new people in a relaxed setting. Free popcorn! No
registration required. 

Escape the Library: Thursday, March 29, 7 p.m. Can you solve the puzzles and escape the Library before the hour
is up? Sign up with a smart friend to better your odds! Registration required. 

College Prep   

Financial Aid Award Letters: Thursday, April 5, 7 p.m. Financial aid expert Meghan Chrum talks about how to
understand and evaluate financial aid award letters. With the help of a worksheet, families can compare multiple
financial aid award letters while getting one-on-one help as needed. Registration required. 
  
Practice SAT Test: Sunday, April 8, 12:30 p.m. Take a free practice SAT test, courtesy of Princeton Review. Bring
water, #2 pencils, and an energy snack, as well as an SAT-approved calculator. Scores will be available online within a
week of taking the test.  To register, go to https://www.princetonreview.com/college/free-sat-practice-test and enter
your zip code in the search box to find the practice test.

Programs for Youth 

For a complete listing and details of all January programs offered by the Youth Services department, please refer to the Library’s Programs / Events
page. Unless otherwise indicated, program registration begins Thursday, March 1. Priority is given to Batavia Public Library cardholders.  

Programs for Families 
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Observation Station: Stop by the Tournament of Picture Books voting booth. 
  
Read Across America: Join us as we celebrate the fun of reading and honor special storyteller Dr. Seuss, Friday, March 2, 1–2 p.m. We will read
a story or two and then enjoy book-related activities and games. No registration required. 
  
Tournament of Picture Books: Sixteen outstanding picture books will contend for first place in your heart and for your vote in the Library’s first
“Tournament of Picture Books,” March 5–28. Choose your favorite picture book in playoff-style brackets as winning titles advance to the next
bracket each of the following weeks. All nominated picture books are on display in the Youth Services department. Check them out, read them in
the Library, or read them online through the Library’s BookFlix and Tumblebooks Library databases, and come often to the Youth Services
department to vote. The winning picture book will be announced March 30. 

Book Character Visit: Barnes & Noble Booksellers will bring Clifford, the big red dog, to the Library for stories
and activities, Saturday, March 24, 1 p.m. Bring your camera! No registration required. 
  
Drop-In Craft: Stop by to make a craft, Monday, March 26, 10 a.m.–2 p.m. No registration required. 
  
Chess Knight: Students ages 8 and older, teens, and adults are invited to play chess, Tuesday, March 27, 7
p.m. Participants must know how to play; all skill levels welcome. No registration required. 
  
Author Amy Chally: Author, motivational speaker, and disability awareness consultant, Amy Chally, speaks
about her book Making Independence Happen, Wednesday, March 28, 7 p.m. She will be joined by her current

service dog, Portland, and will demonstrate how he helps her in her daily routine. After the presentation, Chally will answer questions and copies of
her book will be available for purchase (15 percent of the proceeds benefit Canine Companions for Independence). This program is recommended
for school-age children, teens, and adults. No registration required. 
  
Bingo: Children ages 3–14 are invited to play Bingo for an hour, Wednesday, March 28, 11 a.m. Children age 5 and younger must be
accompanied by an adult or older sibling. No registration required. 
  
Movie at the Library: Bring the whole family to watch a movie at the Library, Friday, March 30, 1 p.m. Please call the Youth Services
department for movie title, length, and rating. No registration required.

Programs for Students

Minecrafternoon: Students ages 6–14 can join their fellow Minecrafters for an hour of play on the Library’s Minecraft system, Thursday, March
1, 4:30 p.m. Space is limited. Entry tickets will be handed out beginning 15 minutes before the program until gone. No
registration required. 

Coding for Kids: Computer science instructor Jo Ann Smith facilitates this 4-week coding instruction program for
students in grades 4–6, Mondays, March 5–26, 4:30 p.m. Each week, Smith will offer instruction and introduction to
some basic tools, followed by time for self-directed coding work and skill building. Space is limited. Registration
required; already in progress. 
  
Kids Read: Students in grades 4–8 can bring books to life, Tuesday, March 6, 6:30 p.m. Read The Artsy Mistake Mystery by Sylvia McNicoll and
join us for refreshments, activities, and conversation. Registration required; already in progress. Reserve a copy of the book when registering.  
  
Middle School Mystery Night: An after-hours program for students in grades 6–8, Friday, March 9, 6:30–9 p.m. Play a life-size game of Clue
with characters and locations based on the magical world of Harry Potter. Enjoy pizza and try to unlock the secret in a challenge room in order to
earn hints to solve the mystery. A signed parental form and $3 per participant are due at registration. Registration already in progress. 
  
Book Gems: Book discussion club for young readers in grades 2–3, Tuesday, March 13, 6:30 p.m. Read The Case from Outer Space by James
Preller and then join us for discussion and activities. Reserve a copy of the book when registering. Registration already in progress. 
  
Curiosity Club: Students in grades K–2 explore science and nature topics through books, games, and experiments, Wednesday, March 14, 4:30
p.m. Participants also receive a take-home activity. Registration required. 
  

Mad Scientists Club: Students grades 3–5 explore their inner scientist with activities, experiments, and games based on
science, technology, engineering, art, and math, Thursday, March 15, 4:30 p.m. The theme in March is magnets.
Registration required. 
  
Chat and Chew: Students in grades 6–8 can hang out with friends, eat pizza, and do creative projects, Monday, March 19,
4:30 p.m. This month’s project is to film a promotional video for Summer Reading Club 2018. Registration required. 
  
Chess Club: Chess players ages 6–14 who want to learn more about chess or improve their playing skills can join us

Tuesday, March 20, 4:30 p.m. Basic knowledge of the game is required, but all skill levels are welcome. Registration required. 
  
Dewey Club: Students in grades 2–4 can journey into the world of nonfiction, Thursday, March 22, 4:30 p.m. This month’s theme will be Under
the Sea. Registration required. 
  
Duplo & Lego® Fun: Children ages 4–11 can build with the Library’s Duplo and Lego bricks, Tuesday, March 27, 10 a.m. Space is limited. An
adult must accompany children ages 4–6. No registration required. 
  
Crafting with a Heart: Students grades 5–8 can help a needy animal by creating toys or comfort items for shelter dogs and cats, Tuesday,
March 27, 2 p.m. Supplies will be provided, students provide their time and expertise. Every item created during the program will go to a needy
animal at the Naperville Humane Society. Registration required. 
  
Pet Safety & Pet Care for Kids: Children ages 5–12 are invited to the Library to learn about safety around animals, Thursday, March 29, 1 p.m.
Topics include what to expect when adopting a first pet, as well as what it takes to care for pets. This interactive program includes a visit from a
therapy dog. Presented by the Naperville Area Humane Society. Registration required.

Programs for Babies, Toddlers & Preschoolers 

Baby & Tot Storytime: Drop in for stories, songs, rhymes, and more for babies through 35 months and caregivers, Friday, March 2, 10 a.m.
Entry tickets will be handed out beginning 20 minutes before the program until gone. Due to the nature of this program, please make alternate
care arrangements for older siblings. Space is limited. Batavia Public Library card required. 

Stories in Motion: Children ages 3–6 are invited to a drop-in storytime, Saturday, March 3, 11 a.m. Act out stories, learn fun stretches, and
practice lively movement rhymes and stories. No registration required. 
  
Baby Play & Learn: Drop in for playtime for babies ages 23 months and younger, Friday, March 16, 10 a.m. Parents can meet other
parents/caregivers, enjoy playtime with their baby, and see examples of early literacy activities. We ask that alternate care arrangements be made
for older siblings. Space is limited. No registration required.

Photos of the Month 

There was no shortage of programming during the shortest month of the year!  
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Sneak Peek at April 

Let's Party Like It's 1818 as our bicentennial celebration continues at the Library. At 7 p.m. on April 9, presenter Ellie Carlson takes us to a party in
1818 Illinois as all 32,000 residents celebrated statehood with music, dancing, and foods from that bygone era.

 
 Questions? Suggestions? Email: askus@bataviapubliclibrary.org

   

Hours 
Mon-Thu 9-9 
Fri-Sat 9-5 
Sun 12-5 (Sept-May) 
Sun 1-4 (June-Aug)
 

Batavia Public Library   10 S. Batavia Ave.  Batavia, IL 60510-2449  (630) 879-1393
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