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Reading Suggestions 
If you like inspiring books about real people’s lives, check out Misty’s new shelf of True Stories.

 
Library Closing 
 
The Library will be closed Easter Sunday, April 1. 
 

We’re Still Listening 
The Library’s third (of four) "Speak Up!” community engagement sessions is scheduled from 7 to 9 p.m.,
Thursday, April 12, in the cafeteria at Batavia High School, 1201 W. Main St. (Use the Main Street entrance.) Library
district residents are encouraged to attend to learn about Library operations and to share their thoughts, suggestions,
and desires regarding the Library’s future. 
  

During this session, Library finance specialist Joe McKane will talk about the Library budget, reserve funds, and saving for the future. A
representative from Building Technology Consultants, Inc. will review a study of the current state of the building and grounds which forecasts the
building needs over the next five to twenty years. The two presentations will be followed by small group discussions among Library district
residents. 
  
RSVP (preferred but not required) at bit.ly/speakup-rsvp. Please join us, bring your spouse, your neighbors, and friends. Questions? Please write to
Engage@BataviaPublicLibrary.org. 
  
The final community engagement session will be held at the high school on May 10, when we ask residents, “Did we hear you correctly?” 
 
National Library Week April 8–14  
Celebrate your Library by attending the Community Engagement Session mentioned above. You’ll have the opportunity to tell us what you like,
dislike, and want more of in the future. For more information, see the paragraphs above. 
 

 
Reigning Champs! 
The Library trivia team did it again! The Know-It-Owls bested 31 other teams at the Literacy
Volunteers Fox Valley annual trivia bee March 24. The Know-It-Owls won the title after two tie-breaker
rounds against St. Charles Public Library, which finished in second place. Geneva Public Library placed
third. This is the first time three public libraries took the top three prizes. The Know-It-Owls also won
the bee in 2017 and 2010. We thank the Friends of the Batavia Public Library, who sponsored the
Library team. 
 
 
Prom Dress Giveaway 
CHIP IN Batavia’s fifth annual Prom Dress Giveaway was a smashing success! More than 200 dresses
were given to prom goers, and over 400 dresses were donated to Rotolo Middle School (appropriate

for the eighth-grade dinner), Batavia Clothes Closet, My Daughters Dress (another giveaway to be held in Aurora on April 7), Wayside Ministries,
and other groups. This was the second year the Library was the dress collection site and host of the event. Many thanks to all who donated
dresses, shoes, purses, and jewelry! 
 

Board of Library Trustees Meeting 
The regular monthly meeting of the Board of Library Trustees is Tuesday, April 17, at 7 p.m., in the Conference Room. Board meetings are open
to the public.

 
Friends of the Batavia Public Library 
Congratulations to the slate of candidates elected to the Friends of the Batavia Public Library's Board of
Directors at the annual meeting in February: Sue Campbell, Helen Conrad, Margo Cooper, Rosemary
Henders, Carlene Hougen, Elizabeth Larson, Lenni Petrovic, Linda Rohr, and Avery Scheetz. 
 
The next used book sale in the FriendSpace is Saturday, April 14, from 9:15 a.m. to 4 p.m. Can't wait until
then? You can purchase books from the Friends' Corner Book Sale, located across from the Check Out Desk,
anytime the Library is open. The inventory is always changing, so look every time you visit.  
 

 

 
 
 

Displays in the Library during April 
 
Art Wall – Aurora Art League 
Lobby Display Case – National Alliance for Mental Health 
Youth Services Display Case – Leen Alkarmi, Sophia Garza, Lucas Przybylski, Jack Wallace 
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Book Displays – By Women of Color (fiction); Graphic Novels (nonfiction) 
 

March / April Collection Survey: World History. Take the online survey. 
 

Programs for Adults
Party Like It’s 1818: Monday, April 9, 7 p.m. Ellie Carlson takes you to a party in 1818 Illinois. Sample food,
have your silhouette made, dance the dances, and hear the music that might have played as all 32,000 Illinoisans
celebrated statehood. Period costumes welcome! Registration required. 
  
Preserving Family Heirlooms: Monday, April 23, 7 p.m. Tina Beaird offers a step-by-step approach to saving
family treasures, including documents, photos, fabrics, and glass, using proper storage and simple preservation
techniques. Participants will test-drive products and learn preservation do’s and don'ts for historic and modern
scrapbooks. A Questions & Ancestors genealogy series program. Registration required. 
  
Adult Anime Club: Thursday, April 26, 6:30–8:30 p.m. Adults ages 18 and older are invited to watch anime and
meet other adult anime and manga enthusiasts. No registration required. 
 

 

Cleopatra, the Last Pharaoh of Egypt: Sunday, April 29, 2 p.m. Cleopatra, one of the most famous female rulers in
history, shares her astounding story, audacious spirit, and astonishing guile in this portrayal by Marina Mathisen. A Sundays
on Stage program. Sponsored by the Batavia Public Library Foundation. Registration required. 
 

Book Discussion: West with the Night by Beryl Markham, Tuesday, April 10, 7:30 p.m. In this lyrical memoir, Markham vividly evokes her
adventures as a groundbreaking pilot and horse trainer in Kenya in the early 20th century. No registration required. 
  
May book discussion: The Murder of Roger Ackroyd by Agatha Christie 
 

 

 
 
Books Between Bites: Thursday, April 19, 12 p.m. Rick Kogan, of the Chicago Tribune and WGN radio,
returns to continue his discussion of Chicago legends. This year, he will tell us more about his late friend,
Studs Terkel, who was also a close friend of Rick’s father, newspaperman Herman Kogan. In fact, Studs took
Rick’s father out for a drink on the night Rick was born. No registration required. 
 

 

Computer Classes   
   
The Library offers a variety of 1-hour, hands-on computer classes (from "Introduction to Microsoft Word" to "Genealogy on the Internet").
Registration required.   

Technology Coaching  
Schedule an appointment with a technology assistant for a one-hour, one-on-one session based on your individual
needs. Technology coaching includes instruction on computers, tablets, smartphones, and more. Available Monday–
Thursday, 4–8 p.m. Batavia Public Library card required. Call the Reference Desk, (630) 879-1393, ext. 200, to
schedule a session. 
 
Genealogy Research: Whether you’re just starting or would like help overcoming obstacles, a librarian will guide you
in your genealogy research during a one-hour, one-on-one session. Available Monday–Friday, 9 a.m.–5 p.m. Batavia
Public Library card required. Call the Reference Desk, (630) 879-1393, ext. 200, to schedule a session.

 

 

 

Programs for Teens
College Prep   
 
Financial Aid Award Letters: Thursday, April 5, 7 p.m. Financial aid expert Meghan Chrum talks to parents and
students about how to understand and evaluate college financial aid award letters. With the help of a
worksheet, families can compare multiple financial aid award letters while getting one-on-one help as needed.
Registration required. 
  
Practice SAT Test: Sunday, April 8, 12:30 p.m. Take a free practice SAT test, courtesy of Princeton Review.
Bring water, #2 pencils, and an energy snack, as well as an SAT-approved calculator. Scores will be available online
within a week of taking the test. Registration required.  
 
Fun Stuff 
 
Inclusion Game Night: Wednesday, April 11, 6:30–8:30 p.m. Teens of all abilities—and their families and
friends—are invited to the Library to meet new people and play a board game or card game in a relaxed setting. No
registration required. 
  
Anime Club: Thursday, April 12, 6:30–7:30 p.m. Teens are invited to the Library to watch anime movies, preview
new shows on DVD, and meet other anime and manga enthusiasts. No registration required. 
  
Inclusion Movie Night: Tuesday, April 24, 6:30–8:30 p.m. Teens and young adults of all abilities—and their
families and friends—are invited to watch movies and meet new people in a relaxed setting. Free popcorn! No
registration required. 
 

 

 
 
 

 

Programs for Youth 
 
For a complete listing and details of all April programs offered by the Youth Services department, please refer to the Library’s Programs / Events
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page. Unless otherwise indicated, program registration begins Monday, April 2. Priority is given to Batavia Public Library cardholders.   
 

Programs for Families 

Observation Station: Stop by the Youth Services department this month to learn about composting. 
  
Drop-In Craft: Stop by to make a craft, Saturday, April 14, 10 a.m.–12 p.m. No registration required.  
  
Book Character Visit: Barnes & Noble Booksellers will bring Curious George to the Library for stories and
activities, Friday, April 20, 1 p.m. Bring your camera! No registration required. 
 

Programs for Students

Minecrafternoon: Students ages 6–14 can join their fellow Minecrafters for an hour of play on the Library’s Minecraft
system, Thursday, April 5, 4:30 p.m. Space is limited. Entry tickets will be handed out beginning 15 minutes before
the program until gone. No registration required. 
 
Book Gems: Book discussion club for young readers in grades 2–3, Tuesday, April 10, 7 p.m. Read 8 Class Pets + 1
Squirrel [divided by] 1 Dog = Chaos by Vivian Vande Velde. Join us for discussion and activities. Registration required;

reserve a copy of the book when registering. 
  
Kids Read: Students in grades 4–8 can bring books to life, Thursday, April 12, 6:30 p.m. Read Bird in a Box by Andrea Davis Pinkney and join us
for refreshments, activities, and conversation. Registration required; reserve a copy of the book when registering.  
  
Chat and Chew: Students in grades 6–8 can hang out with friends, eat pizza, and do creative projects, Monday, April 16, 4:30 p.m. Our project
is to film a promotional video for Summer Reading Club 2018. Registration required. 
  
Dewey Club: Students in grades 2–4 are invited to journey into the world of nonfiction, Tuesday, April 17, 4:30 p.m. April’s theme is “Under My
Feet.” Registration required. 
  
Chess Club: Chess players ages 6–14 who want to learn more about chess or improve their playing skills can join us, Tuesday,
April 24, 4:30 p.m. Basic knowledge of the game is required; however, all skill levels are welcome. Registration required. 
  
Curiosity Club: Students in grades K–2 can explore science and nature topics through books, games, and experiments,
Wednesday, April 25, 4:30 p.m. Participants will receive a take-home activity. Registration required. 
  
Mad Scientists Club: Students in grades 3–5 can explore their inner scientist with activities, experiments, and games based on science,
technology, engineering, art, and math, Monday, April 30, 4:30 p.m. April’s theme is “Engineering Challenges.” Registration required. 
 

Programs for Babies, Toddlers & Preschoolers 
 
Toddler Time: An interactive program for children ages 2–3 and their caregivers, Mondays, April 2–23, or Tuesdays, April 3–24, 10:30 a.m.,
including books, fingerplays, songs, flannel boards, and a craft. Registration required. 
 
Family Storytime: Stop by for favorite stories, songs, and more for the whole family, Mondays, April 2–23, 7 p.m. Activities are designed for
children through age 7. No registration required. 
 
Baby Storytime–Pre-Walkers: An interactive program for babies who are not yet walking and their caregivers, Tuesdays, April 3–24, 9:30
a.m. Activities include songs, nursery rhymes, lap games, and book-sharing. Please make alternate care arrangements for older siblings.
Registration required. 
 
Toddler Time Drop-In: Children ages 2–3 and their caregivers are invited for stories, rhymes, and a short playtime, Tuesdays, April 3–24,
11:30 a.m. Entry tickets will be given out 20 minutes before the program until gone. Space is limited. Batavia Public Library card required. 
 
ABC Storytime: Activities, books, and a craft for children ages 3–6, Wednesdays, April 4–25, 10 a.m. or 1 p.m.; or Thursdays, April 5–26, 10
a.m. Activities are designed for children who can participate without a caregiver. Registration required. 
  
Baby & Tot Storytime: Babies through 35 months and their caregivers are invited  for stories, songs, rhymes, and more, Fridays, April 6–27, 10
a.m. No registration required. Entry tickets will be handed out beginning 20 minutes before the program until gone. Please make alternate care
arrangements for older siblings. Space is limited. Batavia Public Library card required. 
 
Baby Storytime–Walkers: An interactive program for babies through 23 months and their caregivers, Fridays, April 6–27, 11 a.m. Activities
include songs, nursery rhymes, fingerplays, lap games, and book-sharing. Please make alternate care arrangements for older siblings. Registration
required.  
  

Preschool Drop-In Storytime: Stories, flannel boards, and more for children ages 3–6, Fridays, April 6,
13, and 27, 1 p.m. An adult must accompany children under the age of 4 years. (The Book Character Visit
takes the place of this storytime, April 20.) No registration required. 
  
Stories in Motion: Children ages 3–6 are invited to a drop-in storytime, Saturday, April 7, 11 a.m.
Children will act out stories, learn fun stretches, and practice lively movement rhymes to stories. No
registration required. 

 

Photos of the Month 
The sounds of yesteryear were heard at the Library last month, entertaining the young and the young at heart. 
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Sneak Peek at May 
Children and parents are invited to “Stomp Your Feet” along with singer/songwriter Amy Lowe, Monday, May 7, 10:30 a.m. Lowe’s lively, interactive
songs and stories will have children singing, clapping, and moving to the beat! No registration required. Doors to the Founders Room open at 10:15
a.m.

 
 Questions? Suggestions? Email: askus@bataviapubliclibrary.org

   

Hours 
Mon-Thu 9-9 
Fri-Sat 9-5 
Sun 12-5 (Sept-May) 
Sun 1-4 (June-Aug)
 

Batavia Public Library   10 S. Batavia Ave.  Batavia, IL 60510-2449  (630) 879-1393
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