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The Library will be closed:
Wed., July 4
Fri., Aug. 24—
 Staff development day

Library Hours
Monday–Thursday 9 am–9 pm
Friday and Saturday 9 am–5 pm
Sunday 12–5 pm (Sept.–May)
Sunday 1–4pm (June–Aug.)

Telephone
630-879-1393
Fax: 630-879-9118
TTY: 630-879-8335
Home Delivery:   
 630-879-1393, ext. 290

Library Director
George H. Scheetz

Library Trustees
Andrew Deitchman, President
Diane Blodgett, Vice President
Jo Ann Smith, Secretary
Jennifer Culotta, Treasurer
Kate Garrett 
Richard Henders
Michael MacKenzie

Under the Cupola

Parking lot closed for construction
The Library’s parking lot, which (after nearly 20 years) is in deteriorating 

condition, will be completely replaced in August. Please watch for signs 
directing you daily to the open section of the lot. We anticipate that the 
Library building will remain open every day during this project.

There will be three parts to this project. Initially the parking lot curbs 
will be repaired or replaced, as needed. During this phase, the parking lot 
will remain open (except for a few spaces at a time). During the next two 
phases of the paving project, one-half of the parking lot will be closed for 
construction at a time, leaving the other half open for parking. 

You know that you can have fun biking on the Fox 
River trail or hanging out at Hall Quarry Beach, but did 
you know that the Batavia Public Library is a great place 
to have fun in the summertime?

Here are 20 awesome reasons why you should stop by 
the Library often this summer:
 1. Come on inside; the Wi-Fi is free and the air 

conditioning is on.
 2. Take home any book on our shelves for free (with 

your Library card). 
 3. Sit in one of our comfy chairs and read magazines 

or check out magazines to take home and enjoy 
while relaxing in the hammock. 

 4. Change up your usual reading style with a graphic 
novel.

 5. Stay all day—we don’t mind. The Library is the 
perfect place to grab space at a table and get some 
paperwork done.

 6. Talk about books with other book lovers. Our staff 
loves to talk books. Tell them what you are reading. 
Ask for recommendations.  

 7. Meet a friend for lunch in the café. The coffee is hot, 
the sandwiches are fresh, and the cold drinks will 
cool you off.

 8. Take home the latest movies on DVD. 
 9. Get free trips to museums. We’ve partnered with 18 

museums to offer the Museum Pass for patrons to 
check out.

10. Be entertained at events and programs happening 
every week this summer. 

11. Earn coupons or prizes when you join the Summer 
Reading Club (for all ages). 

12. Let the kids borrow games and puzzles for 
something new when they hit that “I’m bored” 
phase of summer. 

13. Grab a Playaway, plug in your headphones, and you 
instantly have an audiobook that fits in your pocket 
and can go with you anywhere. 

14. Use our computers; they are loaded with MS Office 
software.

You don’t even have to come into the Library to get 
awesome stuff for free:
15. Have a librarian put together a list of reading 

recommendations via email that is just for you. 

16. Borrow eBooks and eAudiobooks when you are 
home or traveling. Use your library card with the 
Overdrive, Hoopla, or Axis 360 apps and download 
eBooks and eAudiobooks to your computer or 
mobile device. 

17. Use Hoopla to view movies and TV shows for free 
on your phone, computer, or mobile device.

18. Gain some free time for yourself when you let the 
kids watch and listen to a story while they read 
along with Tumblebooks and Bookflix online. 

19. Get advice before you make a major purchase. Your 
library card connects you with Consumer Reports 
online. 

20. Come to the Library and discover the twentieth 
AWESOME reason for yourself!

The more time that you spend at the Library, the 
more unexpected things you will discover. Stop by the 
Library and explore!

Key Ideas from Community Engagement

At the Batavia Public Library, we believe that the 
Library’s success is dependent upon an ongoing, 
collaborative partnership between the Library and its 
community.

In July 2017, the Board of Library Trustees authorized 
the formation of a citizens’ committee to help chart 
a path for the Library’s continued success by (among 
other charges) creating a process whereby a broad-
based group of residents could engage in learning, 
dialogue, and deliberation on issues facing the Library; 
and determining key issues.

The facilitating team, led by Daniel Russo and 
Kathryn Hubbard, produced a series of four open, 
interactive, town hall meetings to engage the 
community. Here are the key ideas from those 
sessions:—
Your Library Today: The State of the Library 2018

Participants reported that they:
• Enjoy their Library experiences
• Found the Library’s employees knowledgeable and 

friendly; the programs interesting and informative
• Consider the collections diverse and current
• Valued the benefits provided by community 

collaborations
Most participants were surprised to discover a 

program, service, or collection that was new to them. 
Participants acknowledged that there are long-term 
financial challenges with respect to facility maintenance 
and day-to-day operations.
Focus on the Future: Trends in Libraries

Participants identified trends in society that influence 
what users expect from their Library. They:

• Want to maintain the print collection while 
expanding digital offerings

• Acknowledged that technology in all areas is 
critically important and changing rapidly

• Suggested the need to understand demographic 
factors in relation to Library services 

• Anticipate increased demand for meeting space 
and expanded hours

Stewards of the Public’s Investment
The “new” Batavia Public Library building is now 

more than 16 years old and starting to face major 
maintenance needs. The independently prepared 
Capital Asset Study identifies site and building needs 
for the next 20 years. The study noted that delayed 
maintenance is detrimental to the building and 
expensive, because maintenance and repair costs will 
only escalate.

The budget presentation showed that 95% of the 
Library’s income comes from property tax. If the 
Library maintains its current level of programs and 
services, then its income is not adequate for addressing 
maintenance and repair needs. Participants evaluated 
and ranked many possible solutions. The highest-
ranking solution was to transfer the soon-to-be-retired 
seven-cent tax rate for construction bonds to the 
Library’s tax rate for operations (with no tax rate 
increase).

The final report was prepared by the facilitating team 
and presented to the Board of Library Trustees on 
June 19. You can read the final report on our website.

This summer, I hope to see you at the Library.

 George H. Scheetz
 Director

Genealogy Research
Whether you’re just starting 
or would like help overcoming 
obstacles, a librarian will guide 
you in your genealogy research 
during a one-hour, one-on-one 
session. 

Available Monday–Friday, 
9am–5pm.  

Batavia Public Library card 
required.
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Registration Information:  Unless otherwise noted, July program registration begins July 1; August program registration begins 
Aug. 1. Stop by or call the Youth Services Desk, 630-879-1393, ext. 500, for more information and to register. Priority is given to Batavia 
Public Library cardholders for all programs requiring registration. Patrons of all abilities are welcome at our programs. Please contact 
the Library regarding accommodations.

Advance registration is required for programs designated 

Batavia Public Library

Programs and activities for youth
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For Babies, Tots 
and Preschoolers  
Stories in Motion
Mon., July 2, 11am
Sat., Aug. 4, 11am
Ages 3–5 
Books are great to listen 
to, but they really come 
alive when we add move-
ment to them too! We’ll 
act out stories, learn fun 
stretches, and practice 
lively movements to 
rhymes and songs. Each 
class will explore a differ-
ent theme. 

Baby Play & Learn 
Fri., July 6, 10am
Fri., Aug. 10, 10am
Babies and toddlers through 
23 months
Drop-in playtime for 
parents and babies. Please 
make alternate care 
arrangements for older sib-
lings. Space is limited.

Toddler Time  
Tues., July 10, 10am
Mon., July 30, 10am
Ages 2–3 with a caregiver
Enjoy stories, rhymes, and 
more. 

Baby Storytime  
Tues., July 10, 11am
Fri., July 20, 10am
Babies through 23 months 

with a caregiver 
Interactive program for ba-
bies with stories, rhymes, 
and music. 

ABC Storytime
Wed., July 11, 10am
Ages 3–6 
Activities, books, and 
craft program for children 
without a caregiver. 

Toddler Art: 
Cosmic Edition
Fri., July 20, 11:30am
Ages 2–3 
Toddlers will create out-of-
this-world art at this drop-
in class. Stop by stations 
that include paint, air dry 
clay, and more. 

Baby & Tot 
Storytime
Tues., July 24, 10am
Babies and tots through 35 
months with a caregiver 
Drop in for songs, rhymes 
and stories. Please make 
alternate care arrange-
ments for older siblings. 
Batavia Public Library 
card required.

Winnie the Pooh 
Party
Thurs., July 26, 
11am–12pm
Join us in celebrating 
Winnie the Pooh and 

friends before the Disney® 
Christopher Robin movie 
release on Aug. 3. We’ll 
have Pooh games, a craft 
and, of course, a treat. 
Activities will be available 
for one hour and are open 
to all ages. Children 6 and 
under must be accompa-
nied by an adult. 

Preschool Play & 
Learn 
Thurs., Aug. 9, 10am
Ages 2–5 with caregiver
Enjoy playtime with your 
child and explore our 
early literacy stations 
which include activities 
with letters, numbers, 
sequencing, and more. No 
registration necessary. 

For Students
Anime 
Tues., July 3, 2–3pm
Grades 5–8 
Whether you are an An-
ime enthusiast or new to 
Anime, join us for snacks, 
discussion, Anime bingo, 
and vote on an Anime 
show to watch. 

Passport Club, 
Tourists  
Thurs., July 12, 1pm 
Mon., July 23, 1pm
Grades K–2

Passport Club, 
Explorers  
Mon., July 9, 11am 
Mon., July 30, 1pm
Grades 3–5 
Discover the art, music, 
food, and stories from 
South America, Af-
rica, Asia, and Europe. 

Students will create a 
passport for each class that 
will be stamped once our 
“travel” and activities fair 
is completed. Please note 
grades and register for 
each class individually. 

Book Buddies  
Fri., July 6, 2pm
Wed., July 11, 11am
Mon., July 16, 7pm
Wed., July 25, 2pm
Wed., Aug. 1, 11am
Ages 6–8
Young readers are encour-
aged to practice their 
reading skills by joining 
Book Buddies. Youth 
Services’ Junior Volunteers 
will be partnered with 
Book Buddy participants 
for approximately one 
hour of reading. This 
program focuses on book 
sharing rather than tutor-
ing. Please register for 
each date your child will 
attend.  

American Red Cross 
Babysitter’s Training 
Course  
Wed., July 11, 
9:30am–5pm
Ages 11–15 
A 7.5-hour training course 
in which students learn 
basic babysitting skills 
and how to deal with 
emergencies. Participants 
must attend entire session. 
Registration begins June 
14. Due to the popular-
ity of this program a 
lottery drawing will be 
held on June 26. Priority 
given to Batavia Public 
Library cardholders. Class 

sponsored by the Batavia 
Public Library Foundation. 

Kids Read  
Tues., July 10, 3pm
Grades 4–6 
I Survived the Japanese 
Tsunami, 2011 
by Lauren Tarshis
While visiting Japan, 
Ben is swept away and 
stranded by one of the 
most epic disasters. Can 
he survive? Read the book 
then join us for discussion 
and activities. Reserve a 
copy of the book when 
you register.

Candy Sushi  
Fri., July 13, 11am
Grades 6–8
Sushi with a twist! Put 
your own spin on this 
Japanese-style recipe using 
sweets like Rice Krispies 
Treats®, gummy, and flat, 
fruit-flavored snacks, and 
other candies.  

Paws for Tales  
Sat., July 14, 28, 
10am–11:30am
Grades 1–4
Children are invited to 
practice their reading 
skills by reading aloud to 
a specially trained therapy 
dog. The goal of “Paws for 
Tales” is to create a posi-
tive, non-threatening, and 
fun environment in which 
reading aloud is enjoyed. 
Register for a 15-minute 
time slot. Presented by the 
Naperville Area Humane 
Society.

Curiosity Club  
Mon., July 16, 11am
Grades K–2 
Through books, games, 
and experiments, children 
will explore math and 

science with The Very 
Hungry Caterpillar. Each 
child will also receive a 
take-home activity. 

Book Gems  
Wed., July 18, 11am
Grades 2–3
Perfect Time for Pandas by 
Mary Pope Osborne
Jack and Annie travel to 
China, but an earthquake 
interrupts their mission 
and threatens the lives of 
the people and animals at 
the zoo. Join us for discus-
sion with a special guest 
who will share fascinating 
information about China 
and fun activities. Reserve 
a copy of the book when 
registering.

World of  
Chocolate  
Wed., July 18, 2pm 
Grades 3–6
Learn about the differ-
ent types and tastes of 
chocolate, where cocoa 
beans grow, and more. 
Taste-testing included! 

Pastel Hot Air 
Balloons  
Thurs., July 19, 11am
Ages 7–9
Thurs., July 19, 1pm
Ages 10–14 
Students will learn to 
combine oil pastels with 
paint thinner to create 

unique colorful landscapes 
with richly patterned hot 
air balloons. The beautiful 
painterly effect is surpris-
ing! Presented by Water 
Street Studios.  

Mad Libs  
Wed., July 25, 11am
Grades 3–5
Join us for a unique Mad 
Libs event that combines 
creative writing with 
geography. You’ll get a 
story sheet with blanks 
to fill in with words and 
phrases that reflect the 
culture of the country of 
your choice. We’ll provide 
supplies and material on 
different countries, you 
bring your imagination. 

Slime Time  
Thurs., July 26, 2pm
Grades 6–8
Have squishy, gooey, 
yucky fun making your 
own slime! See how your 
slime compares to your 
peers’ slime.  

Lego® Fun
Fri., July 27, 11am
Ages 4–10
Use Library Legos for 
a creation that will be 
displayed in the Library. 
Space is limited. Children 
age 6 and under must be 
accompanied by an adult. 
No registration necessary. 
Batavia Public Library 
card required.

Dewey 
Club  
Fri., July 27, 1pm
Grades 2–4
Journey with us back in 
time to discover fascinat-
ing information about your 
family’s past! Learn how to 
search for official docu-
ments and the origins of 
your family name. Make a 
family tree and bring an in-
teresting fact or story about 
someone in your family. 
Please fill out an informa-
tion sheet and bring it to the 
program. Sheet provided at 
registration or print a copy 
from the website. 

For Families
Reading Takes You 
Everywhere
Through Aug. 6 
Children from birth 
through middle school 
are invited to participate 
in Summer Reading Club 
2018. Go places while 
reading this summer.

Drop-In Craft
Thurs., July 5, 
11am–1pm
“Foam Glider”
Mon., Aug. 6, 2–4pm 
“Very Hungry Caterpillar”
All ages
Drop in for a craft activity. 
Children age 6 and under 
must be accompanied by 
an adult. 

Celebrate Winnie the Pooh and friends, July 26.

Families get 
up close and 
personal with 
10 different 
animals,  
July 12.

Students create a fun version 
of this Japanese treat, 

July 13.

Reading Takes You 
Everywhere
Summer Reading Club 
2018—May 25–Aug. 6
There’s still time to join Summer 
Reading Club. Visit the Youth 
Services Desk, babies–grade 8, or 
the Reference Desk, high school 
students–adults. Return logbooks 
and reading logs by Mon., Aug. 6, 
9pm.

Youth Programs are 
continued on page 26
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Registration Information:  Registration is required for some programs; please call the Reference Desk, 630-879-1393, ext. 200, or 
register online at BataviaPublicLibrary.org.  

Advance registration is required for programs designated  

Batavia Public Library

Programs for adults and teens
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Monthly Programs

Feature Programs

Sundays on Stage
The Batavia Public Library Foundation is the 2018 Season Sponsor.

Teen Programs Advance registration is required for programs designated  

Book Discussion
Tues., Aug. 14, 7:30pm
Autumn by Ali Smith
This post-Brexit novel tells the story of friendship 
between Daniel, a century old, and Elizabeth, born in 
1984. Shortlisted for the Booker Prize 2017.

September book discussion selection:  
Montana 1948 by Larry Watson

Save the date! 
Book Club Party  
Wed., Sept. 19, 7pm
Batavia book discussion groups are invited to talk about 
books, meet members of other clubs, learn how the 
Batavia Public Library can help your book group, and 
more. More information coming in the next issue of 
Neighbors.

Fun Stuff
Inclusion Game Night
Wed., July 11 & Aug. 8, 6:30 pm 
Teens and young adults of all abilities—and their families 
and friends—are invited to meet new people and try out 
a board game or card game in a relaxed setting. High 
school volunteers are welcome. 

Teen Craft: Book Crafts  
Thurs., July 12, 7pm
Recycle an old book into a craft project! Materials 
provided.  

Teen Writing Workshop
Tues., July 24, 7pm
Have you got the writing bug? Enjoy some fun writing 
exercises and share your work (if you 
want to) in a supportive atmosphere.

Escape the Library!  
Thurs., July 26, 7pm
Can you outwit the puzzles and 
escape the Library before time is up? 
Sign up with a friend and find out! 

Technology Coaching 
Schedule an appointment with a technology assistant for a one-hour, 
one-on-one session based on your individual needs.  Technology 
coaching includes instruction on computers, tablets, smartphones, and 
more. Available Monday–Thursday, 4–8pm.

Follow the Library on

Questions & Ancestors Genealogy Series
Review/Study Session for 
Did I Get Everything?—
Creating a Checklist for 
Genealogy Research  
Thurs., July 19, 7pm
Presenters:  Susan Lye and Linda 
Eder from the Kane County Ge-
nealogical Society
This workshop will enhance and 
build upon what we learned from 
Thomas MacEntee’s June presen-
tation, “Did I Get Everything? 
A Checklist for Online Geneal-
ogy Research.” We are grateful 

to Mr. MacEntee for granting us 
permission to use his material in 
the review.

Cluster Research  
Tues., Aug. 7, 7pm
Presenter:  Laura Street Chaplin 
Cluster and Collateral Research—
What do these interrelated terms 
mean? How can they help you 
unpuzzle your ancestors’ stories? 
Understanding this “backdoor” 
approach can help you break down 
brick walls.

Stuck in the 60s for Life  
Sun., July 29, 2 pm
Vocalist Tom Malouf brings his gui-
tar to share the music he loves, in-
cluding songs by the Beatles, Simon 
& Garfunkel, the Everly Brothers, 
and more. The title says it all!

Sorry, but there will be no 
Sundays on Stage in August 
due to Library parking lot 
construction.

Madame X Marks the Spot: The Art of John Singer Sargent
Mon., July 30, 7pm
Art historian Jeff Mishur discusses highlights of John Singer Sargent’s career 
as a portraitist, muralist, and plein air painter. Sargent’s society portraits, 
including “Madame X,” gave him the financial freedom to paint diverse 
subjects and to travel in Italy, England, France, and Spain. Pair this with the 
Art Institute exhibit this summer!

Before You Call the Handyman  
Wed., July 25, 7pm

Dan Findley, professional 
handyman and licensed build-
ing engineer, discusses several 
of the most common fixes 
you can do for yourself with 
a small home tool kit. He 
presents both common home 
repairs, as well as preventa-
tive maintenance, in a fun 
and humorous way. Novice 
homeowners are welcome to 
this light-hearted educational 
presentation.

Art Historian Jeff Mishur discusses John Singer Sargent’s art career.

Chapters Coffeehouse and Cafe
Coffee, cold drinks, sandwiches, pastries—
stop in when you visit the Library.

http://BataviaPublicLibrary.org
http://www.BataviaPublicLibrary.org
http://www.BataviaPublicLibrary.org
https://www.facebook.com/BataviaPublicLibrary
https://twitter.com/bataviaPL
https://www.flickr.com/photos/bataviapubliclibrary/sets/
https://www.pinterest.com/bataviapl/
https://www.instagram.com/bplbatavia/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC13yNgoTJjpGsIIqMVEKReg
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Introduction to Microsoft 
Word 2016, Part 2** 
Mon., Aug. 6, 9am
Font and background colors; text 
boxes, clip art, and photos; bulleted 
and numbered lists; tables; lines, 
arrows, and autoshapes; page num-
bers; and page setup

Introduction to Microsoft 
Word 2016, Part 3** 
Mon., Aug. 13, 9am
Headers and footers, section breaks, 
WordArt, page borders, footnotes, 
endnotes, tables and charts

Introduction to Microsoft 
Excel 2016, Part 1** 
Thurs., Aug. 16, 9am
Summation; formulas; data entry; 
autofill; print

Introduction to Microsoft 
Excel 2016, Part 2** 
Thurs., Aug. 30, 9am
Add and delete rows and columns; 
find and replace; sort; navigate 
workbooks; introduction to charts; 
security

Introduction to Microsoft 
PowerPoint 2016** 
Thurs., Sept. 6, 9am

Computer Classes 
Introduction to Microsoft Word 2016, 
Part 1 
Mon., July 30, 9am
Create documents and folders; edit; change font style 
and size, underline, italicize, make bold, and center text; 
and save.

Registration Information:  One-hour, hands-on computer classes. Basic computer skills, including mouse and keyboard 
proficiency, are required. Registration is required; please call the Reference Desk, 630-879-1393, ext. 200..

Advance registration is required for programs designated   

**Microsoft Word proficiency required:

Computer classes for adults News from the Friends
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Youth Programs continued from page 23
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Movies at the 
Library
Mon., July 2, 2pm
Thurs., Aug. 2, 11am
Please call the Library for 
movie title, length, and 
rating. 

Chess Knight
Tuesdays,  
July 3–Aug. 7, 7 pm
Ages 8 through adult
Participants should have 
a basic knowledge of the 
game. 

Animal Quest
Thurs., July 12, 7pm
You won’t want to miss 
this opportunity to get up 
close and personal with 
ten different members 
of the animal kingdom. 
Informative and enter-
taining, Animal Quest 

will delight patrons of all 
ages with their array of 
animals, from the exotic 
to the domestic. Doors to 
the Founders Room open 
at 6:45pm.

Explore Japan
Tues., July 17, 
11am–12pm
All ages
Take a side trip with fun, 
games, a craft, and treat 
from Japan. Activities will 
be available for one hour 
and are open to all ages. 
Children 6 and under 
must be accompanied by 
an adult. 

Family  
Travel Trivia  
Mon., July 23, 7pm
What does GPS stand for? 
In what city could you vis-

it the Eiffel Tower? Bring 
the whole family to com-
pete against other families 
and test your knowledge 
of things related to places 
and travel.

Potter Palooza
Tues., July 31, 
11am–12:30pm
Celebrate Harry Potter’s 
birthday. Travel to the 
world of HP and join us 
for games, activities, a 
craft, and fun. Dress up as 
your favorite character if 
you wish.  

Family Flight School
Sun., Aug. 12, 2pm
All ages
Children and adults are 
invited to design the ulti-
mate paper airplane. Then 
test your design and flying 

skills against your fellow 
pilots in friendly competi-
tions of loop-the-loops, 
speed, and distance.

Bingo
Mon., Aug. 13, 11am
We will play regular 
number bingo and our 
specially-designed picture 
bingo for one hour. Chil-
dren age 5 and younger 
must be accompanied by 
an adult or older sibling. 

Families can celebrate Harry Potter’s birthday, July 31.

The Friends of the Batavia Public Library would 
like to congratulate this year’s winner of the Margaret 
C. Cooper Scholarship, Ava Langstaff. She plans to 
attend the University of Notre Dame to study electrical 
engineering. Congratulations, Ava!

This scholarship is awarded to Library Pages in honor 
of the work they do to help the Batavia Public Library. 
Library Pages are those unsung workers who return 
books, CDs, and DVDs to their proper place so they can 
be checked out again. The scholarship is named in honor 
of Margo Cooper, former library director, who oversaw 
construction of the current building and is the current 
president of the Friends.

Stock Your Classroom Sale

Open to all teachers—including preschool teachers, day care workers, 
home educators, and others who teach and tutor kids

Books for kids, teens & adults
Prices start at 25¢ for paperbacks and 50¢ for hardcovers

Batavia Public Library Foundation is a proud sponsor 
of Bulldogs Unleashed 2018. This summer, the 
foundation invites you to tour the bulldogs on the streets 
of Batavia. For more information and a walking map of 
the bulldogs see this website: BulldogsUnleashed.org.

Sat., Aug. 4 • 9:15am–12pm
in the FriendSpace

Questions? Email Friends@BataviaPublicLibrary.org

Special buys priced as marked

Photo: Michael Barton, Michael Barton art
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