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The Library will be closed:
Sunday, May 26
Monday, May 27
Library Hours
Monday–Thursday 9 am–9 pm
Friday and Saturday 9 am–5 pm
Sunday 1–4 pm (June–Aug.)
Sunday 12–5 pm (Sept.–May)

Telephone
630-879-1393
Fax: 630-879-9118
TTY: 630-879-8335
Home Delivery:   
 630-879-1393, ext. 290
Library Director
George H. Scheetz

Library Trustees
Douglas Sullivan, President
Virginia C. Babcock, Vice President
Maureen Jakubowski, Secretary
Tom Von Lunen, Treasurer
Randall E. Gibson
Cara M. Schuster 
Jim Trefil

Where would you like to go this 
summer? Would you like to see the 
States or travel around the world? 
Perhaps you would you like to visit 
the past, or maybe venture into the 
future? 

Books can take you from Alaska 
to Zimbabwe, and all points in 
between. So pack your bags and 
grab your library card. Your journey 
begins June 8. 

Have Book—Will Travel, 
Summer Reading Club 2013, is 
an eight-week individual reading 
program for all Batavia Public 
Library cardholders—babies, 
preschoolers, students in 
kindergarten through grade 12, and 
adults of all ages. 

Babies and their parents 
participate by completing four early 
literacy activities. Children not yet 
reading participate by listening to 
stories. Elementary and middle 
school students read by themselves 
and record the time they spend 
reading in a reading log. High school 
students and adults read for school 
and/or pleasure. Everyone earns 
rewards for reading.

This summer students can 
enjoy a number of programs and 
book discussions related to travel 
and transportation, including a 

geography bee, travel trivia contest, 
and paper airplane challenge. 

On June 19, performer Brad 
Weston takes families on an exciting 
journey across the prairie during 
his show, “Wild, Wild Weston.” 
History comes alive in this exciting 
performance, which includes 
lasso-spinning, whip-cracking, and 
audience participation!

Summer Reading Club registration 
for children begins in the Youth 
Services department on Monday, 
June 3. The first day to bring reading 
logs back to the Library and to 
collect rewards is Saturday, June 
8. On June 8, the Library will host 
a brief program on bicycle safety 
and basic bicycle maintenance for 
children and parents. Presenters will 
be representatives from the Batavia 

Police Department and All Spoked 
Up. Following the program there 
will be children’s activities and an 
ice cream social.

High school students and adults 
can pick up a reading log at the 
Reference Desk beginning June 3. 
After reading or listening to four 
books (adults) or three books (high 
school students), participants will 
earn a small reward and be entered 
into a prize drawing to be held in 
August. Reading logs for teens and 
adults may be turned in anytime 
from June 8 to August 3.

It doesn’t matter where you 
go or how you get there, just be 
sure to make the Library one of 
your summer travel destinations. 
Remember: Have Book—Will 
Travel!

Summer 
reading will 
take you 
places



“Whence Batavia? Part 1, Fair Meadows”

Once upon a time, when Jeffery D. Schielke was not 
yet mayor, but rather a member of the Fourth Estate, 
he wrote a newspaper column called “Batavia’s Fair 
Meadows.” Whence “Fair Meadows”?

In March 1956, Miriam Havighurst Johnson, Batavia’s 
librarian, published a query in “On the Shelf,” her 
own newspaper column. “On the debit side,” wrote 
Johnson, “we have been unable to answer the request 
for the meaning of the name ‘Batavia.’ Since Batavia, 
Java, was settled by the Dutch, we surmise that the 
word might have a meaning in that language, but so 
far we have been unsuccessful in our search. Can 
anyone help us?”

Batavia, Java—established in 1619 as the capital of the 
Netherlands (or Dutch) East Indies by the United East 
India Company of the Netherlands—is better known 
today as Jakarta, Indonesia.

Lo and behold! “Batavia does have a meaning!” 
exclaimed Johnson in April 1956. “And a beautiful 
meaning it is—Fair Meadows. This information came 
to us from John Gustafson, Batavia’s No. 1 local 
historian. Mr. Gustafson located this unusual fact in An 
American Doctor’s Odyssey, by Victor Heiser, page 462. 

Dr. Heiser describes his visit to Java for the Rockefeller 
Foundation and tells about visiting the old capital, 
Batavia.”

“In Batavia,” according to Heiser, “which ironically 
enough means Fair Meadows,” the 17th century Dutch 
colonists “clung intrepidly to the homes they had 
erected there,” despite the heat and insect life of the 
tidal flats.

“It would seem that our Batavia,” concluded Johnson, 
“unlike the old Batavia, is appropriately named, for 
we are truly surrounded by ‘Fair Meadows.’ Thanks 
to John Gustafson for this interesting and little-known 
information.”

Schielke confirmed the origin of his column’s 
title in June 1976. “Batavia is the old Dutch word 
that describes a fair meadow,” he explained, as he 
described the Batavia area in 1833 as “far from a fair 
meadow.”

Look for the conclusion (Part 2) and learn about 
the “Batavian identity” in the next issue of Neighbors 
of Batavia. In the meantime, visit BataviaHistory.org to 
learn more about Batavia’s history.

George H. Scheetz
Director
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Under the Cupola

Cara Schuster and Douglas Sullivan were re-elected 
to the Board of Library Trustees in the April 9 
consolidated election and will serve four more years. 
Also elected to four-year terms are Diane Blodgett and 
Francine McGuire-Popeck. Andrew Deitchman was 
elected to serve a two-year term.

The newly elected trustees will be sworn in at the 
Board of Library Trustees meeting on May 21, joining 
Trustees Maureen Jakubowski and Tom Von Lunen, 
whose terms run through April 2015. Board meetings 
take place on the third Thursday of the month and are 
open to the public.

NoveList, a valuable resource for 
readers and discussions

NoveList Plus and NoveList K–8 are online databases, 
which can be found on the Library website at Research/
Databases > Reading Suggestions. NoveList provides 
information about more than 150,000 fiction and 
50,000 nonfiction books. It also offers book discussion 
guides, author read-alikes, lists of award-winners, 
series information, Lexile numbers for reading 
comprehension, and various ways to search for books.

NoveList can be accessed on Library computers and 
from home by Batavia Public Library cardholders. 

Library district election results



Batavia Public Library

Programs and activities for youth

Registration Information: Stop by or call the Youth Services Desk, 630-879-1393, ext. 500, for more information and to register. 
Priority is given to Batavia Public Library cardholders for all programs requiring registration. Unless otherwise noted May program 
registration begins May 1; June program registration begins May 28; and July program registration begins June 16. A complete list of 
July programs will appear in the July/August issue of Neighbors of Batavia. 

For Babies, Tots 
and Preschoolers  

Book Character Visit
Fri., May 10, 1pm
Spot
Fri., June 14, 11am
Curious George
Barnes & Noble Booksell-
ers will bring these book 
characters to the Library for 
stories and activities. Bring 
your camera! No registra-
tion required.

Sensory Storytime
Sat., May 11, 10am
Ages 3–6 with a caregiver
This storytime is designed 
for children who have 
autism spectrum disorders 
or other developmental dis-
abilities. Child and caregiver 
will enjoy stories, songs, 
movement games, and 
sensory activities. Registra-
tion required.

Travelin’ Tots
Tues., June 18, 10am
Mon., July 1, 10am
Ages 2–3 with a caregiver
Stories, rhymes, and more. 
Storytimes last approxi-
mately 20 minutes. Regis-
tration required. 

Go Go Babies
Tues., June 18, 11am
Tues., July 2, 11am
Babies through 23 months 
with a caregiver 
Interactive program for 
babies with stories, rhymes, 
and music. Registration 
required.

ABC Explorers
Fri., June 21, 1pm
Wed., July 3, 10am
Ages 3–6 
Activities, Books, and Craft 
program for children with-
out a caregiver. Registration 
required.

Family Fun Storytime
Mon., June 24, 7pm
Families with children 
through age 7
Bring mom, dad, and the 
grandparents for a boatload 
of stories and activities. No 
registration required. 

Movers and Shakers
Fri., June 28, 10am
Babies and tots through 35 
months with a caregiver 
Drop in for songs, rhymes, 
and stories. Please make 
care arrangements outside 
of class for older siblings. 
No registration required; 
Batavia Public Library card 
required. Space is limited.

Signing Fun
Fri., July 12, 10am
Ages 0–18 months with a 
caregiver
Fri., July 12, 11am
Ages 18–36 months with a 
caregiver
Licensed sign language 
interpreter Sheryl Ebersold 
shows how to incorporate 
sign language into daily ac-
tivities with signs, songs, and 
more. Space is limited. 

For Students

Homeschool Expo
Wed., May 15, 10:30am
Ages 7–14
Homeschooled students 
with a Batavia Public 
Library card are invited 
to present a project or 
paper (5 minutes or less) 
to a group of their peers. 

Space also will be avail-
able for students who want 
to display their projects 
without a formal presenta-
tion. This expo also includes 
a presentation about the 
Library’s Summer Reading 
Club. Supportive audience 
members are welcomed. 
Registration required.  

Truck Tales
Wed., May 22, 4pm
Ages 5–8
Love trucks? Enjoy truck 
stories with Gary Holm, 
Batavia’s Public Works di-
rector, after which children 
can climb aboard one of 
Batavia’s big trucks. Registra-
tion requested.

Book Worms
Mon., June 10, 1pm
Mon., July 1, 1pm
Grades K–1
Themed story and craft 
time. Registration required.   

Paper Airplane  
Challenge 
Wed., June 12, 11am
Grades 5–8
Learn to fold and fly a 
variety of paper airplane 
designs, then challenge 
your friends to loop-the-
loop, distance, and speed 
competitions. Registration 
required. 

26

Students ages 11–15 can receive training from the American 
Red Cross during a babysitting clinic, June 26.



Book Buddies
Wed., June 12, 2pm 
Thurs., June 20, 11am
Wed., June 26, 11am
Tues., July 2, 2pm
Ages 6–8
Young readers will be 
partnered with Junior Vol-
unteers for approximately 
one hour of reading. This 
program focuses on book-
sharing rather than tutoring. 
Please register for each date 
your child will attend.  

Geo-Bee 
Thurs., June 13, 20, 27, 
2pm
Grades 3–5 
What famous landmark 
is in the state of South 
Dakota? What state would 
you visit to see Abraham 
Lincoln’s birthplace? These 
are just two of the facts to 
be discovered as you travel 
around the United States. 
Participants will assemble 
and decorate a jumbo map 
of the United States, create 
their own U.S. placemat, 
and then compete in a 
geography bee during the 
third meeting. Registration 
required. Register for any or 
all three dates. 

Game Day
Mon., June 17, 2pm
Ages 7–14
Join the fun, challenge a 
friend, stop by the Library 
for games! No registration 
required.

Yarn Spinners 
Tues., June 18–July 23, 
4pm 
Ages 8–14
Students and student-parent 
teams are invited to learn 
how to knit or crochet. 
All levels of experience 
welcomed; basic instruc-
tions will be offered. Bring 
knitting needles (size 10) or 
crochet hook (size G/H); 
yarn is provided. Please 
plan to attend all six ses-
sions. Registration required. 

Book Beat
Wed., June 19, 11am
Mission Unstoppable  
by Dan Gutman
Grades 4–8
Join us for book discussion 
and activities. Registration 
required; reserve a copy of 
the book when registering. 

Lego® Fun
Fri., June 21, 10am
Fri., July 5, 10am
Ages 6–8
Build a Lego creation at the 
Library, but please

leave your Legos at home. 
Participants will use Library 
Legos for a creation that 
will be displayed in the Li-
brary. Registration required.

Duct Tape Design
Tues., June 25 
10am, Grades 3–5
1pm, Grades 6–8
Bring a roll of your favorite 
duct tape and a pair of 
scissors and we’ll show 
you how to create a duct 
tape treasure. Parents are 
welcomed and encouraged. 
Registration required. 

American Red Cross 
Babysitter’s Training 
Course
Wed., June 26,  
9:30am–5pm
Ages 11–15 
A 7½-hour training course 
in which students learn 
basic babysitting skills and 
how to deal with emer-
gencies. Participants must 
attend entire session. Due 
to the popularity of this pro-
gram a lottery drawing will 
be held. Lottery registration 
begins May 28.  Lottery 
drawing will be held June 
14. Registration required. 
Sponsored by the Batavia 
Public Library Foundation.

Book Gems
Thurs., June 27, 11am
The Australian Boomerang 
Bonanza by Josh Greenhut
Grades 2–3
Young readers will talk 
about this book and enjoy 

activities 
based on this 
story. Registration required; 
reserve a copy of the book 
when registering.

Paws for Tales
Sat., June 29,  
10–11:30am
Grades 1–4
Children are invited to prac-
tice their reading skills by 
reading aloud to a specially 
trained therapy dog. The 
goal of Paws for Tales is to 
create a positive, non-threat-
ening, and fun environment 
in which reading aloud is 
enjoyed. Register for a 15-
minute time slot. Presented 
by the Naperville Area 
Humane Society.

Travel Trivia
Tues., July 5, 2pm
Ages 7–14
Test your knowledge of 
things related to transporta-
tion and travel. No registra-
tion required.

For Families

Drop-In Craft
Tues., May 7,  
10am–12pm
Sat., May 11, 1–3pm
Thurs., June 13,  
10am–12pm
All ages
Children age 6 and younger 
must be accompanied by 
an adult. No registration 
required. 

630-879-1393 • www.BataviaPublicLibrary.org
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continued on page 29

Junior Volunteers: Please turn in your 
applications for summer volunteer opportunities by 
May 18. 

Have Book—Will Travel!
Summer Reading Club 2013
June 8–August 3
Registration begins June 3



Book Discussion
Tues., May 14, 7:30pm
Safe from the Sea by Peter Geye
After years of estrangement, Noah visits his stoic father, 
a shipwreck survivor, near the end of his life. A quiet 
story of a father and son, set on Minnesota’s north 
shore.

Books Between Bites
Thurs., May 16, 12pm
The Servant by James C. Hunter, presented by Pastor 
David A. Newhouse

Batavia Public Library

Programs for adults and teens

Registration Information:  Registration is required for some programs; please call the Reference Desk, 630-879-1393, ext. 200, or 
register online at BataviaPublicLibrary.org. 

Feature Programs 

Sundays on Stage

28

Monthly Programs 

Follow the Library on 
Facebook and Twitter!

No registration required.

Registration required.
Identity Theft and Fraud
Sat., May 18, 2pm
Learn how to identify potential 
scams and frauds, and protect 
yourself from identity theft, and 
what to do if you become a 
victim. Presented by the Illinois 
Comptroller’s Office and co-
sponsored by the Batavia Police 
Department.

New Lyceum Lecture Series
More than Physics:  
The Ecology of Fermilab
Mon., May 20, 7pm
Presenter Ryan Campbell, 
restoration ecologist at Fermilab, 
discusses the many ecological 
restoration projects and 
activities—including rare butterfly 
introductions, endangered 
species monitoring, and volunteer 
stewardships—on the 6,796 acre 
campus.

Illinois UFOs
Sat., June 29, 2pm
Presenter Terry Fisk discusses 
UFO sightings in Illinois—including 
sightings in Franklin Park, Rockford, 
Downers Grove, Tinley Park, 

and O’Hare 
Airport—and 
the Midwest 
and around 
the world. He 
shares photos, 
case histories, 
and eyewitness 
accounts.

Registration required.

Blues Guitar
Sun., May 19, 2pm
Donna Herula and Tony Nardiello 
are a Chicago-based blues duo 
with a passion for country, Delta, 
and modern blues styles. Donna, 
a slide guitarist and singer, is a 
two-time winner of the Chicago 
Blues Challenge. Tony, guitarist 
and singer, is inspired by the music 
of Mississippi John Hurt and Blind 
Blake. Together, they bring harmony, 
heart, and driving rhythm to the 
blues tradition.

That’s Amore
Sun., June 30, 2pm
Explore the different kinds of 
love—agape, eros, and phileo—with 
songs by Nat King Cole, George 
Gershwin, and many others. 
Songstress Heather Braoudakis 
returns to the Library for a heartfelt 
summer show.

Terry Fisk shares his knowledge of 
Illinois UFOs, June 29.

If you like blues guitar, register for the May 19 “Sundays on Stage” program 
featuring Donna Herula and Tony Nardiello.



Programs for adults and teens
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Teen Programs

Free Comic Book Day
Sat., May 4
Love graphic novels? Stop by the 
Reference Desk today for a free 
comic book. Comics provided by 
Graham Crackers Comics in St. 
Charles. No registration required.

Anime Club
Thurs., May 9, June 13, 6:30pm
Teens ages 13 and older are invited 
to watch anime movies, preview 
new shows on DVD, and meet 
other anime and manga enthusiasts. 
For more information e-mail 
Anime@BataviaPublicLlibrary.org. No 
registration required.

Ace the ACT Essay
Sat., May 11, 10am–12:15pm
High school teacher Jordan 

Catapano offers tips on how to 
write great test essays. Learn to 
analyze the test prompts, create 
dynamic examples, write well-
rounded arguments, and find out 
what ACT essay graders want to 
see. Registration required. 

Study for Finals
Sat., May 25, 10am–4pm
Do some serious studying for finals 
at the Library where you have 
access to so many resources. Come 
for all or part of the time. Free 
snacks. No registration required.

Gaming Night
Thurs., May 30, 6–9pm 
Try out a video game, board game, 
or learn to play Yu-Gi-Oh! or Magic 
the Gathering. Match your strategy 

skills and luck against a member of 
the Anime Club. No registration 
required.

Teen Writing Workshop  
Tues., June 25, 7–8pm
Write the kinds of things you like to 
read. In this low-key workshop, we’ll 
do a few writing exercises and share 
what we’ve written. No registration 
required.

High school students: Your required 
summer reading book counts towards your 
Library Summer Reading Club log! Audiobooks, 
eBooks, and graphic novels also count. Read or 
listen to three books, June 8–August 3, to earn 
a reward and be entered into a drawing for 
additional prizes. 

Have Book—Will Travel!
June 8–August 3 
Children from birth through middle 
school are invited to participate 
in Summer Reading Club 2013. 
Registration begins June 3. First day 
for logbook check-in is June 8. Take 
a reading road trip this summer with 
Have Book—Will Travel! at the 
Batavia Public Library.

Summer Reading Club 
Kickoff
Sat., June 8, 11am
Pedal your way to the Library today 
and kick off a summer of fun. Rep-
resentatives from the Batavia Police 
Department and All Spoked Up will 
talk to children about bicycle safety 
and offer a few tips on basic bike 
maintenance at 11am. Following this 
brief program, children are invited to 
participate in a variety of activities and 
an old-fashioned ice cream social until 
12:30pm. No registration required. 

Movie at the 
Library
Tues., June 11, 11am
Please call the Library 
for movie title, length, 
and rating. No registra-
tion required.

Chess Knight
Tues., June 11–July 30 
7pm
Age 8 through adult

Participants should have a basic 
knowledge of the game. No registra-
tion required.

Wild, Wild Weston 
Wed., June 19, 7pm
Family Program 
Brad Weston takes families on an 
exciting journey across the prairie to 
the Old West. History comes alive in 
this highly visual performance, which 
includes lasso-spinning, whip-cracking, 
and audience participation! So, mosey 
on down to the Library. Seating is on 
a first-come, first-served basis. Doors 
open at 6:45pm. No registration 
required.  

On the Go Bingo
Mon., June 24, 11am
Ages 3–14
Play regular bingo and our specially 
designed picture bingo. Children age 5 
and younger must be accompanied by 
an adult or older sibling. No registra-
tion required.

continued from page 27 Programs and activities for youth

Bike safety, games, and ice cream are 
all part of the fun during the Summer 
Reading Club Kickoff, June 8.
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Registration Information:  
One-hour, hands-on computer classes. Registration is required; please call the Reference Desk, 630-879-1393, ext. 200.

Introduction to Microsoft 
Word 2007, Part 2**
Tues., June 18, 9am
Font and background colors; text 
boxes, clip art, and photos; bulleted 
and numbered lists; tables; lines, 
arrows, and autoshapes; page 
numbers; and page setup

Introduction to Microsoft 
Word 2007, Part 3**
Tues., June 25, 9am
Headers and footers, section breaks, 
WordArt, page borders, footnotes, 
endnotes, tables, charts, and mail 
merge

Introduction to Microsoft 
Excel 2007**
Mon., July 1, 9am

Introduction to Microsoft 
PowerPoint 2007**
Fri., July 5, 9am

Internet Classes 
Basic computer skills, including mouse and keyboard proficiency, are required.

*Internet proficiency required:

Introduction to the Internet
Wed., May 22, 9am

Library Catalog Instruction
Tues., May 28, 7pm
20-minute class

Reference Databases at the 
Library
Tues., June 4, 7pm

Searching the Internet*
Tues., May 28, 9am

Introduction to Email*
Mon., June 17, 9am

Shopping on the Internet*
Tues., June 4, 9am
Amazon and eBay   

Travel and Maps  
on the Internet*
Fri., June 14, 9am

Genealogy on the Internet, 
Part 1*
Thurs., June 20, 9am
America’s Obituaries & Death 
Notices and HeritageQuest

Genealogy on the Internet, 
Part 2*
Thurs., June 27, 9am
Ancestry Library Edition and 
genealogy Web sites 

Other Computer Classes 
Basic computer skills, including mouse and keyboard proficiency, are required.

**Microsoft Word proficiency required:

Introduction to Microsoft Word 2007,  
Part 1
Tues., June 11, 9am
Create documents and folders; edit; change font style 
and size, underline, italicize, make bold, and center 
text; and save.

Resume Writing Basics
Tues., July 9, 9am
Microsoft Word 2007 resume templates. Internet 
proficiency required. 

Computer Mouse Basics
Tues., May 21, 9am

Computer classes for adults

Computer Coaching Sessions
Need some basic computer training? Schedule an appointment 
with a Technology/Reference Assistant, who will provide a 
one-hour, one-on-one coaching session based on your individual 
needs. Available Monday–Thursday, 5–8pm. Batavia Public 
Library card required. Contact the Reference Desk for details.
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News from the Friends 
After nine years of leadership, Daniel Russo 

stepped down from his position as president 
of the Friends of the Batavia Public Library 
in March. Russo served as the organization’s 
president for the past seven years and prior to 
that served two years as vice president.

During Russo’s tenure as president, the 
Friends’ membership, visibility, and treasury 
grew by leaps and bounds. When asked 
about the organization’s accomplishments 
during this time, Russo is quick to praise 
former Friends president Bonita Lantz for 
bringing structure to Friends meetings and 
processes. He also credits fellow Friends 
Barbara Palmer, Donna Todd, and Karen 
LaBarbera for their efforts in building successful and profitable book sales. 

Russo, Batavia High School Learning Resource Center director, will remain 
a Friend of the Batavia Public Library. For now he plans to increase his volun-
teer work with the Illinois School Library Media Association.

“Daniel is the kind of gifted leader who makes us feel good about our 
Friends organization and also feel good about our individual contributions. 
His leadership will certainly be missed,” said Jo Ann Smith, the newly elected  
Friends president.

The Friends of the Batavia Public Library sponsor One Book, One Batavia, 
the Library’s summer and winter reading clubs, and “Young Friends” events. 
The Friends also have purchased several pieces of equipment for the Library 
including the mobility scooter, laminator, Treasure Island play center, and 
shelving for the Local History Room.

A leader steps down

Upcoming used book 
sales in the FriendSpace
May 4, July 6, September 7

Friends elect directors
Friends of the Batavia Public 

Library approved a new slate of 
directors at its annual meeting in 
February. At the Board of Directors 
meeting in March, the following 
Friends were elected to office: Jo 
Ann Smith, president; Barbara Palm-
er, vice president; Helen Conrad, 
treasurer and book sale chair; and 
Sue Campbell, secretary. Elizabeth 
Larson, Bobbie Von Lunen, Rose-
mary Henders, Sara Sarkisian Bell, 
Virginia Babcock, Library trustee, 
and George H. Scheetz, Library 
director, also serve on the Friends 
board of directors. 

A visit from Jane Austen (Debra Ann 
Miller) on March 21 was a fitting conclusion 
to One Book, One Batavia 2013, which 
celebrated Austen’s novel, Pride and 
Prejudice. Miller’s portrayal examined 
Austen’s familial relationships, the era in 
which she lived, and her love of storytelling. 
Austen’s popularity is alive and well in the 
Fox River Valley.

Lego fans of all ages were delighted by the intricate and creative displays exhibited on Lego 
Day in January. Displays included a huge Lego city, an astronaut, the RMS Titanic, an 

octopus, and trains. Presenters were the Chicago Area Lego Users Group and  
Batavia High School student Connor Larson.


